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Photo 1. Lithuanian government sign at the front of the
Paberze Jewish cemetery (taken July 2001)

I was extremely excited to find this cemetery, a tangible
link to the former Jewish community. The area had
obviously been long abandoned and was overgrown with
grass and bushes. It was depressing to look back and see
the finely-maintained Christian cemetery behind me, and
then look at this miserable field that obviously had not
been touched or maintained since before World War 11 (see
Photo 2).

Photo 2. View of the Paberze Cemetery showing the
overgrowth and the many broken and illegible stones
(taken July 2001)

I crawled through the dense brush and rocks in the
cemetery field, trying to find and read the remaining
gravestones.

My excitement soon faded when I realized that most

of the stones were broken, with large missing parts, or
bore inscriptions that were virtually unreadable from
weathering and the passage of time. All the stones were
inscribed in Hebrew only. A few stones were still whole,
but the inscriptions were too faded or damaged to read.

Finally, I came upon one stone located relatively near the
front of the cemetery whose inscription was somewhat
readable (see Photo 3).

Photo 3. View of front of cemetery with the standing Ogus
stone seen to the right and the government sign at the left
(taken July 2001)

After examining the inscription on the stone, I gasped in
amazement when I saw that the deceased’s surname was
shown on the stone and was “Oguz”! (The Ogus surname
was spelled with the “z” ending in Eastern Europe.) |
could not believe the serendipity that one of the few
remaining stones that was still in fairly good condition,
and with a readable inscription, turned out to be not only
a stone on which the deceased’s surname was actually
shown, but also one that was marking the grave of a
person with the name “Ogus”! It seemed that this stone
had somehow been waiting there for me to discover it!

Photo 4. Close-up of the Ogus gravestone showing the
stone when I found it (taken July 2001)
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I read that the full name of the deceased was Shimon
Yitzchak ben Yechiel Michel Oguz. I recognized this
name from my research: this was a person who was one
of the more elusive members of my Ogus family tree. My
research had shown that he had apparently lived in the
nearby town of Giedraiciai, but I had thus far not managed
to find any original records that explicitly referred to him
directly; at times I had wondered whether this individual
had actually existed. With the discovery of his gravestone,
however, I had finally found tangible proof that he indeed
had existed.

Reading the Hebrew date of death on the stone, I
determined that Shimon had died on 15 Adar 5658, which
corresponds to the Gregorian date of March 9, 1898. The
stone was in remarkably good condition, given that it was
more than one hundred years old.

Photo 4 above shows a close-up view of the Ogus
gravestone that was taken during my visit. Subsequent to
my trip, a friend in Lithuania enhanced and photographed
the remaining stones in the cemetery for me, so that I
could better read and interpret their inscriptions. The
enhanced Ogus stone is shown in Photo 5 below.
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Photo 5. Close-up of the enhanced Ogus gravestone
inscription (taken July 2001)

I wondered why Shimon had been buried in Paberze as |
had believed that he had left the town early in his life to
live in Giedraiciai. I later discovered that there was no
Jewish cemetery in Giedraiciai and that the Jewish dead
from that town were usually buried in Paberze. Thus, even
if Shimon had moved to Giedraiciai, he would have been
buried in Paberze after he died.

Later, after my return home, I found Shimon’s death
record in the Lithuanian Archives, registered in the nearby
town of Moletai, confirming the date of death as was

shown on the stone, as well as the fact that he had lived
in Giedraiciai. This tangible trace of not only the Jewish
community in Paberze, but also of my Ogus family who
had lived there, was a highlight of my trip!

The story of the Ogus gravestone, however, was not yet
over and the rest of the story is a curious tale indeed!

After the Lithuanian Trip

After my trip, when members of my extended Ogus
family were planning visits to Lithuania, they usually
consulted with me about any places of particular interest
in the country that I would suggest their visiting. I

always recommended that they should visit Paberze, and
especially visit the Jewish cemetery to view the Ogus
gravestone that I had found for themselves. One person
who visited Paberze on my recommendation was an Ogus
family cousin, Hugh, from London, who visited Lithuania
in August 2003. Using my directions, Hugh easily found
the cemetery, quickly located the Ogus stone, and he sent
me a photograph of the tombstone from his visit (see
Photo 6).

The stone looked much the same as in the photograph
from 2001, but there was one addition: a fresh red yahrzeit
(memorial) candle at the base of the stone, which had

not been there when I visited. I asked Hugh about the
candle, and he replied that he had noticed the candle, but
had thought that I had put it there during my visit. As I
recall, Hugh said that he did not see any other candles
near the few other standing stones. Since I had not left the
candle at the stone, it seems that between July 2001 and
August 2003, someone else with an interest in this Ogus
gravestone had visited the cemetery and had paid respects!

Photo 6. Close-up of the Ogus gravestone taken by Hugh
(August 2003)
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I know of only one Ogus family that still lives in the
Vilnius area, but they knew nothing about the yahrzeit
candle. And, since this family has not observed Jewish
customs for two generations, it would have been unlikely
that they would have used this form of memorial for the
dead. Some other Ogus family member in the Vilnius area,
or someone else interested in the family must have paid
their respects, but their identity still remains a mystery.

When another one of my Ogus family cousins, Anthony,
planned a visit to Lithuania in August 2005, I again
suggested that he visit both Paberze and its Jewish
cemetery. Anthony also managed to find the cemetery, but
he encountered a very different situation when he looked
for the Ogus gravestone. Here is what Anthony reported:

Our driver found the cemetery without difficulty,

and, of course, your photographs of it helped. Like
you, I found it a hugely emotional experience, not the
least because having looked at each of the surviving
gravestones, | could not find the [Ogus] gravestone!
Then, as [ was about to give up, I noticed one large
stone lying with its face turned downwards. After a
huge effort to turn it over, I saw with delight that it
was indeed the Ogus stone. How it came to be in that
position, I do not know.

This was an interesting development. The stone had been
standing for about 110 years, but it had now apparently
suddenly toppled over on to its face.

Photo 7. Photo of tombstone taken by Anthony after it was
turned over (in August 2005)

Photo 8. Close-up photo of tombstone taken by Anthony
after it was turned over (in August 2005)

Photo 7 shows the gravestone on the ground after Anthony
had turned it over, and Photo 8 shows a close-up of the
face of the stone after it was turned over. There is no sign
of the yahrzeit candle, and it is evident in the latter photo
that much of the September 2001 enhancement of the
inscription had essentially worn off by 2005.

I was curious about what had caused the stone to fall.
Had it toppled naturally or might there have been some
other more nefarious reason? I asked Anthony whether
he had seen any clues to suggest if the stone might have
toppled from deterioration or for some other reason such
as vandalism, and he replied that he had not seen any signs
of recent vandalism around the stone, or for that matter,
anywhere else in the cemetery. Inspecting the base of the
stone more closely in Photo 8, however, clearly reveals
signs of decay, supporting the theory that the stone likely
fell victim to the normal aging process, the effects of the
elements, and the deterioration of the material at its base,
finally toppling and hiding its inscription from any casual
visitor to the cemetery.

But what is amazing to me is that if the toppling had
occurred just a few years earlier (before my visit in
2001), I would never have discovered the stone, and its
inscription, and its story would have disappeared forever
into the mists of time. My discovery of the Shimon Ogus
stone during the visit to the cemetery in 2001 seemed
like some sort of an omen to me: the stone had remained
standing just long enough to permit me to find it and to
discover this link to the Ogus family who had lived in the
Paberze area during the 19th century!

An earlier version of this article appeared in the journal,
Avotaynu, in 2015.
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Report on SFBAJGS 2023 Activities

and Financial Overview
Jeremy Frankel, President, Preeva Tramiel, Vice-President and Dana Kurtz, Treasurer

This report to members covers our 2023 activities,
financial results, and grants to other organizations. We
continued running the Society as in the previous year: Our
meetings were all virtual, via Zoom. Although we did not
gather in person, meeting online enabled us to expand our
reach to include members and non-members from far and
wide who otherwise would not have had the opportunity
to benefit from our presentations.

Our virtual audience was larger than our in-person
meetings, last held in 2019. Our free, SFBAJGS News
was regularly emailed to SFBAJGS members and other
subscribers, a total of 925, highlighting our activities,
those of other groups, and items of genealogical interest.

Our award-winning quarterly journal ZichronNote
offered interesting and informative articles about Jewish
genealogy, many of them written by our members. The
volunteer work of our members continued, and in 2023
we focused on digitization of previously unavailable
newspapers published in San Francisco before the Great
Fire and Earthquake of 1906.

Our members take active roles in moderating Research
Groups online for JewishGen, and participating in other
efforts to find and provide public and online access to vital
records and other records of genealogical interest.

Although our name is “San Francisco Bay Area Jewish
Genealogical Society,” we note that “San Francisco Bay
Area” merely reflects that the majority of our members
reside here. Our members and our interests are worldwide,
as were our ancestors and are our living relatives.

We can be as valuable to members whose ancestors lived
in Ukraine, Bohemia, Galicia, Russia, or South Africa as
to those whose families have been in the Bay Area for four
generations or more. All of our families, like yours, came
from “someplace else,” and we have knowledge of and
connections to many of those places.

Our members continued to research their family histories;
new information is always being added to online
databases; and we fielded questions from researchers

near and far. Several Society members attended the 42nd
TAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy,
held in London in 2023. Society members helped organize
the conference and made presentations.

Our members continued to make generous donations to
the Society in addition to paying dues, affording us the
opportunity to further our objectives:

* Support and improve online sharing of data useful to
researchers everywhere doing Jewish genealogy;

» Make formerly closed or unavailable records available
online that support Jewish genealogical research;

* Support efforts to research and remember existing and
vanished Jewish communities.

We supported activities in our own backyard consistent
with these objectives. For example, ongoing volunteer
projects included transcribing data from local cemeteries
and funeral homes, and continuing to seek out sources for
vital and other records, with the goal of making those data
available online for researchers everywhere.

Other work fulfilling these objectives is always taking
place wherever Jewish communities and records are
located, often far from us.

We are grateful for our members’ generosity, which
enabled us to continue our tradition of making donations
to other organizations that are working in other
communities and archives.

We support projects based on their value to the broadest
possible audience of researchers, the need to preserve and
protect fragile sites, and the need to record data where
the repositories and archives are newly open or at risk of
access restrictions.

Members are welcome to email Treasurer@SFBAJGS.org
with questions.

In 2023 we donated $1,250
to other organizations.
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Donations to other organizations working
in ways that support our mission

Thanks to the generosity of our members in 2023, we
donated $1,250 to two other organizations whose efforts
provide valuable information and data to genealogists.
We present the purpose of our donations and the URLs of
these organizations so that you can learn more about their
activities if you wish.

National and International

THE WORLD OF

JEWISH

ANCESTRY

INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

*JEWISH
GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETIES

e International Association of Jewish Genealogical
Societies: Rabbi Malcom Stern Fund: The IAJGS provides
grants to “...encourage institutions or organizations to
pursue projects, activities and acquisitions that provide
new or enhanced resources to benefit those researching
Jewish Genealogy.” Past recipients can be found here.

P as N
= m BIKIKEPENA | O Wikisource search ‘ Find

Archive:Jewish Town

e Ukraine — The Krakovsky Project: supporting Alex
Krakovsky and his team in gaining access to and scanning
metric books, indexes, name lists, revision lists, and
censuses in Ukrainian historical government archives.
Scans, (unindexed, untranslated), are posted to his wiki
page. (Google Chrome browser can automatically translate
the page). Work continues despite the war in Ukraine.

Financial Results for 2023

Total Revenue for 2023 was just over $8,400, with $4,002
in dues payments and the remainder in donations and other
income.

Expenses totaled just over $7,600. Significant categories
of expense include publication of ZichronNote,

meeting honoraria and Zoom costs; website and email
communications costs, Membership expenses, and the
contributions given to other organizations described
above.

For the year, the Society had a net retained
surplus of about $834.

We thank you again as we do every year, for
your membership, your donations, and your
interest in Jewish genealogy and family history.

SFBAJGS Revenue for 2023

2023 Revenue Sources

Contributionlncome

49%

Membership Dues
48%

Advertisi
3%
Interest &

Otherincome
0%

SFBAJGS Expenses for 2023

2023 Expenses

Office Supplies
1%

Operating Expenses
2%
- Project Expenses

Membership > 7%
Meetings & Zoom 15 4
14%
y Insurance

< 11%
. . ‘ Service, PayPal
Donations Given Fees & Dues

16% Website & 3%
Constant Contact /
16%

ZichronNote

‘ 15%

— e e oS W

Join! Renew! Donate!
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by Barbara Toby Stack

SFBAJGS members are long aware of our Transcription
Project, ably helmed for so long by the late Pierre Hahn
and Jeff Lewy, which collected, scanned, indexed, and
placed over 30,000 local Bay Area records from local
cemeteries with the JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial
Registry (JOWBR). We also posted the burial records
from Beth Israel Salem Cemetery on our website. This
project still holds a large unshared inventory of scanned
and indexed files and awaits its next stewards.

It was in the spirit and purpose of the Transcription
Project, that in May 2021 SFBAJGS Board member Steve
Harris proposed a project to survey pre-1906-earthquake
California Jewish Newspaper records: the papers, the
repositories, the microfilms. The goal was to make
available to the general public, information contained

in all English-language Jewish newspapers published in
Northern California.

In 2007 Jeremy Frankel had created spreadsheet of
California Jewish newspapers available on microfilm at
the UC Bancroft Library, which allowed the Society to
prioritize publications issued in whole or part before the
1906 earthquake.

Steve’s project would seek and scan existing microfilm to
produce files that could be viewed online. Files already
available on microfilm would be the easiest and least
expensive to digitize. The challenge would be to find the
best quality original microfilm for the fullest set of issues
and to gain permissions to use them. The Board was
enthusiastic.

In August 2022 Steve reported to the Board that the Klau
Library had microfilmed some newspapers as a project of
the American Jewish Periodical Center in Cincinnati, at
the Hebrew Union College.

Steve contacted them and reported they would charge us
$125 per reel to digitize, create pdfs, and fully index the

microfilm. Publications prior to 1927 have no copyright
claims. Steve recommended that the California Digital
Newspaper Collection (CDNC) host these records for us.
They already host The ‘J” Weekly’s historical issues.

In November, 2023, Steve reported to the Board that it
had turned out that CDNC and the Bancroft Library at UC
Berkeley between them hold first-generation microfilm

of almost all the relevant newspapers and so became our
sources.

Our project would fund the scanning (i.e., the digitization)
of these microfilms and the indexing using OCR and other
software. The resulting images and associated search files
would be placed on the website of the CDNC, located at
UC Riverside, where they could be freely searched and
viewed by the public.

We are starting with The Hebrew, with issues published

8 January 1864 to 23 March 1906 (435 issues). The
entire run was 1863 to 1921. CDNC sent their films to
SRLF, Southern Regional Library Facility at UCLA to be
digitized. The Society received and paid an invoice for
$487.62 to digitize eleven reels of microfilm. The next
step would be the OCR process, which cost about $1,200.
CDNC follows the Library of Congress OCR standards,
which are quite high.

In the end, we funded the digitization and post-production
OCR and indexing of currently available issues of San
Francisco’s The Hebrew from 1864 to 1906, ending a few
months before the earthquake.

The images in this article are linked to source pages, so
just click away! But be sure to return to Acrobat for the
rest of the article.

This is one of the projects that your dues and
donations support. We hope to digitize more issues of
The Hebrew and more historic northern California
Jewish newspapers. Your support can make it happen.
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The Hebrew, and the Treasures Within

The primary motivation for SFBAJGS to make available
the issues of The Hebrew was to provide a substitute
source of birth, marriage and death records (BMD) for the
many series lost in the quake and fire of 1906. Happily,
each issue carries an item like this and each issue as well
was the entire run is fully searchable by name:

Ghe Hebrew,

VOL. I.

NO. 1.

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 5624 (I1S64).
F3

™M ARRI b D) D

In Los Angeles,™ “Dec. 20th, Is'xl b) Rev. A. W
Edelman, Mr. 8. Hrnisan to Miss Apkn AbLER.

Secret Ary ESIRVIEES L Y D

In this city, Jun. 1, the wife of L. Friedman, of a
Danghter.

In this city, December 28th, to the wife of Seixas
Solomon a son,

In this city, January 6th, the wife of L. Levy of a
son.

In this city, December 25th, the wife oi Jacob
Rich of a daughter.

DIKED.

“ln this city, January 2d, Mra. C. Hyman, wife of |
J. Hyman of Folsom, lged 24 years and ¢
months.

in thiz city, January 6th, after a long illne
muel, son of Herrmann and Caroline Herz, aged 3

years, 9 months, and 14 days. !
T e s M R 7 T A TG )

Then, there are the many, many ads, often illustrated, and
offering surprising insights into the lives of the readers as
well as hints of business and uban developments.

The  Hebrelw

VOIL. 11.
SAN F Il\pk CIsCO, CAL.,

l"l“l)A\', FEBRUARY 3, 5625 (1865)

NO. 8.

IMPORTANT

WORKINGMAN, MECHANIC |
DRAYMAN AND MINER.

i sy
BUY
LEVY STRAUSS & co's

CELEBRATED
| Patent Riveted Duck and

OVERALLS.

Denim

and furnishing
s snd Territor
LSS

|
|
| Forsale by all ¢!
’ throughout £he U

87~ N. B.—None genuin: unless besring ou
[ rightod Jeattier label
|

The Levi Strauss & Co. website states: “1873 - Blue Jeans
Are Born. Levi Strauss & Co. and Jacob Davis receive

a U.S. patent for an ‘Improvement in Fastening Pocket-
Openings.’ By adding metal rivets to work pants, which
would be known as blue jeans, they created stronger pants
for working men.” Note that the 1865 ad features rivets.

The Hebrew covered the several Jewish congregations and
community activities. In this series of items we read of the

Confirmation classes of 1876:

@he Hebrew.

ahe é@@ﬁlmw

Voi. XIIL--NO. 28.

SAN FhANCISCO, CAL.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 5636 (1876.
e e e e

CONFIRMATION SERVICES AT THE VARIOUS
SYNAGOGUES.

SYNAGOGUE BETH ISRAEL,

At the Beth Israel Synagogue the rites
of Confirmation were bestowed apon seven
teen boys, by Mr. M, Silberstein, in the
presence of a very large attendance. Rev. I,
P, Grodjinski officiated as Obasan, and con-
ducted the divine service in a most impressive
manoer,

Hesrew OrrHAN AsyrvM,—Suaaday, June
4th, the literary exercises of the inmates of the
Hebrew Orphan Asylum will take place at the
above named institution. T'he occasion is one
of rare interest, and will, we hope, show that
also the spiritual edueation of our Jewish or-
phans is well cared for,

—— e e ——————

@he @me
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SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 5636 (1876.
———— e

CONFIRMATION SERVICES AT THE VARIOUS
SYNAGOGUES.
TEMPLE EMANU-EL,

The ceremony of Conflrmation was witnessed
by a large congregation, The clase censisted
of eight boys and twenty-four girls, the latter
being very prettily attired in white, and from
the beginning to the end the clesest attention
was givon by the congregation to the impressive
and solemn i The class pied
the seats on the altar, focing their iostructor,
the Rev, Dr, Coho, who occapied the pulpit,
Miss Rachel Marke, one of the inmates of the
Pacific Hobrew Orphan Asylum, initiated the
ceremonies with the epening prager to the
Throne of Grace, which she delivered in aclear
veice. Dr, Cuhn followed with a prayer for his
pupils, and then addressed them at length as
to the course they should perswe through life,
to remaio steadfast in their faith, and to be
loyal and patriotic American citizens, In the
courge of his address the Reverend gentleman
referred to the Centennial year and paid a glow-
ing tribute to the land of Civil and Religious
Libarty. 'I'he examination of the class in Re-
ligion followed the address, the prompt answers
showing thorough traiming, The Ten Com-

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 5636 (1876.

CONFIRMATION SERVICES AT THE VARIOUS
SYNAGOGUES.

SYNAGOGUE SHERITH ISRAEL.

A very large concourse of people assembled
at the above named Synagogue on Monday last.
The prayers and discourses in faith made by the
Confirmants were highly impressive and inter-
estiog. Rev, Dr. Vidaver preached a sermon
before the Confirmation and clesed the cere-
monies with an uddress to the children, giving
them advice as to their (uture conduct it life.
The names of the Confirmants are as follows :
Esther Breslaver, Anna Sheideman, Sarah
(Geist, Phebe Saalburg, Rachel Saslburg, Es-
ther Marks, Augusta Goldstein, Annie Jacobs,
Rachael Baum, Jennie Magoes, Bertha Caro,
Celia Rophael, Celia Coney, Lizzie Cohen,
Bella Prag, Augusta Donkel, Ida Lipman acd
Eva Toringston; Joseph Seeligsohn, Gastave
Brenner, Solomon Piser, Herbert Cheynski,
Ben Barnett, Daniel Browostein, Abe Gold-
steio, Sam Phillips, Robert Kalmuk, Menagsa
Prag, Joseph Feig and Louis Ziaaman,

d in Eoglish, were recited by Tiliie
Levy, and then in Hebrew, by Paulmyer Cohn.
The Seven Moral Laws, by Hattie Fleischman;
the Turee Cardinal Priociples of the Jewish
Religion, by Kugenia Cobn, Two prayers at
the close of the examination,each composed
for the oceasion, were recited i an earnest and
fervent maoner by Jane Emanuel and Hattie
Stern. A brief address followed, by Evelene
Goldstene, who returned thanks to teachers,
congregation, parents and friends for their
presence and encouragement. With a few
words of admonition and beoediction from Dr,
Cohn, the interesting ceremony closed. Az the
Rabbi came down from the pulpit Louis Maase,
on behalf of the stodents, in a few well chosen
words, presented the teacher with a handsome
basket of flowers which contained a more sub-
stuntial testimonial, The Confirmants were
Louis Maase, Jacob Meyer, Henry Stern, Al-
bert Kaplan, Joseph Silverburg, Phelix Light-
cer, Marcus Levestoue, Arthur Wolfe, Hattie
Stern, Stella Sacke, Pecenie Miller, Everline
Goldstene, Sophie Cahn, Jane Emanuel, Tillis
Lavy, Hattie Simon, Paalmyer Cohn, Alice
Regensburger, Helen Levy, Rachel J, Marks,
Jeonie Werkheim, Hattie Cohn, Hattie Levy,
Hattie Fleisbman, Clemence Levy, Julia Hoff-
man, Nettie Tehl, KEmma Neubauer, Hearietta
Gump, Rachel Meyer, Eugene Cohn, Paslmyer
Cabo,

The Hebrew also had an eye out on Jewish affairs world-
wide. In the following article, chosen because it gives us

a glimpse of Judah Magnes, whose name is still honored
in this part of the world, as well as the ways in which
news was gathered: “The accumulating reports of outrages
against Jews in Russia, which come to us not only through
the dispatches and through letters to relatives in this city
and in the various cities of the land, but also through

February 2025

Page 16

Volume XLIV, Number 3


https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18640108.2.22
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18650203.2.25.3
https://www.levistrauss.com/levis-history/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18760602.2.12
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18760602.2.12

ZichronNote: Journal of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society

special correspondence in the Jewish press of the region
beyond the Rockies...”

This 1906 “City Items” gives us glimpses onto parties
and dinners, labor doings, engagements, marriages and

@he @\Ww.

VOL. XLl NO.If
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,

FRIDAY, DtcEMBER 22, (5666) 1905

Iwmrr SHOULD BE DONE TO STOP
THE RUSSIAN MASSACRES?

The accumulatiog reports of outrages
against Jews in Russia, which come to us
not only through the dispatches and through
letters to relatives in this city and in the
various cities of the land, but also through
special correspondence in the [ewish press
of the region beyoud the Rockies, have
raised the burning question, What remedy
shall be ndopted to put a stop to these hor~
rible atrocities? Money to relieve the vic-
'ims of past outrages is well enough; but
what of the future ¢
& The nation are silent. When missionarirs
are murdered in China, this government
leads the chorus which causes interference,
though everybody kuows that this is nota
“Christian’’ but a non-sectarian nation, des-
pite the pronouncement of Justice Brewer of
the United States Supreme Court, who be-
longs *o a missionary family, But China is
the weakest of nations, while Russia, even
in the throes of revolution and possible dis—
membernient, is yet backed by strong
Powers, Besides even so concerted action of
the nations, uch as is readily taken with
Turkey, might be ineff-ctual when the Rus-
sian government itself is powerless,

So a movement has gained force to send
money to arm the Jews to fight for their lives
and liberty, not merely to relieve the misery
of those who have alrrady become the vic-
1ims of the mob, At New York the Jewish
Self-D+fence Association has sent forth an
appeal for this purpose through Rabbi Jadah
L. Magnes, formerly of Oakland, who is
Secretary of the "Americin Federation of
Zionists, ‘The appeal proposes to give hal
of the contributions for relief purposes,

From this city, Lucius L. Solomons, who
from the start urged the Jews to fight like
men instead of being slaughtered like sheep, |
expressing these views even at the first mass
meeting of protest here agiinst the Kishincff
atrocities, is reported to have been summon.
ed to Chicago for a hke object by Adolt
Kraus, President of the B'nai B'ri h Order,
Among the most prominent of our Rabbis
the idea is also stated to have found favor,

Two questions, however, suggest theni—
selves to those who have the welfare of Israel
at heart, The first is, I's there not danger that
such a movement, openly conducted, may n
tensify the antagonism against the Jews and
make the si:uation even worse than it 1s?
Perhaps the answer to this is that the situa-
tion could not possibly be worse than it is.
and that it is best for the Jews to sell ther
lives dearly, The second question is, Do
not the Jews need military drill and di:cipline

ore tha 0 bj
small body of trained fighter can overcome a
vast mob, ucless that mob is itselt aided by
soldiers, During our Revolution, the French
sent us over not only arms, ammunition, and
supplies, but officers to 1-ad us. Might not
something of the same sort be done in this
case ?

Whatever'be the answer to these ques—
tions, it is evident that we need a speedy
convocation of the leaders of Isra-1* Loug
ago we advocated a Jewish protective organ
ization, Now the emergency has brought
torth a call for a Jewish Congress, which 1s
voiced by one of our leading contemporaries
of the East and echoed by others, It is the
need of the hour, All difterences must be
buried in the face of such calamities and
dangers,
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CITY ITEMS.

The Gaggenheim party, staying a: the St,
Francis, is overwbelmed with social atteation.

Last Weduesday Rabbi Kaplan spoke belore
the Willing Workers on “*Medimval Jewish
Tales,”

Mr and Mrs Julius,Goldsmith of Portlund,
Or., are at the Dorchester. 1hey will be s, home
Mond ys.

hev. Dr, Bernard M. Kaplsn will speak to-
mworrow (saturday) at the Bush-street Temple
on *“lewper.”

Mr and Mre Henry Jonas und Mr uand Mrs A
Wehl cf Butte, Mont., are in this city at the
Hotel Majestic,

The W.lling Workers ot the Bush-street
Temple gave u grand ball last sunday evening
n hovor ot Purim,

Miss Kose Harris bas returoed from a six
months’ trip to Portlund, Or,, and is at home
ut 2820 Clay street.

Mr aud Mrs J B Price moved from 1721
Green street 10 1202 Vallejo, coruer of Laguna
street.  Mrs Jobn Horn 18 stoppiug with them,

The wedding ol Miss Adele alexander and Mr
Jucob Lisauer will take place on unday eve.
niug next, at the residence of the vride’s mother,
1352 Fullmore street,

Mr and Mrs Julius Samuels have sent out
cwrds aunouncivg tbe marriage of their daugh=
ter, Myrule, to Altred Kolner, which took place
i this city, Wednesday, March 7tn,

Mrs ) Coben and Miss Ada B Coben will be
pleased to receive thelr friends, Sunday, March
25th, trom 2 10 5 o’clock, at 1039 Buchanan St,,
prior to their departure lor MewpLis, 1 eun,

Miss Ida Weinberg entertaived Sunday,
Maich 1ith, at a_dimner at her home, 1451 Buch-
ausu Btreet.  Miss Annie Coben wus the guest
of honor, the oceasiou being her birthday anni-
versary,

Mrs K Schoeider will leave in April for a trip
to the East wnd priocipal cities of Kuiope, her
sister, Mra J cohn lrom Marysville will sccom-
puny_her, They expect to be absent severa]
wmouths,

And finally,

among the many,
many items and
advertisements
relating the
burgeoning regional
transportation
system, is this ad for
North German Lloyd
Steamship Co. ships
sailing and tickets
for sale:

Mr and Mrs Charles schmalz will give a re-
ception, Maicno 27th, at their home on =hattuck
avenue, Berkeley, in honor of ineir youngest
daughter’s debut,  Mrs Friedlander wili assist
in recelving between 2 and 6 r. M,

‘I he Purim Party given to the lumates of the
Hebrew Home for aged Disubled, 507 _ombard
sireet by Mrs abe -chwubacher, a week ago
sunday, was fellowed this cunday by & musical
entertalnment given by the Philantropie ection
of the ouncil ot Jewish Wowen und was highly
appieciated,

Mrs Mathilda Lesaynsky of 1900 Lnguna street
gave a bousewurming wsnd w ginoer to a few
triends last sunday. Besides (he hostess, there
present were Mis, U, Cobn, Miss baayden, Miss
Alyce Day and Miss Moss. ‘Lue guest ol honor
was Mr. darry Kinalda, The slternovn was
very plessantly spent with musical renditions
by the aifferent guests,

Among those locally interviewed about the

(et
of woman suffrage and women's_ rights, were

such prominent club-women as Mis Natbun I
Frank ana Mrs Frances hecht.  Both ssid they
did not tavor womun sufliuge, but shared with
women generally the highestiegard tor the kind-
ly and benevolent character of the deceased
leader.

The late Mrs Stanford remembered seven in-
stitutions in San Francisco, Uatholie, Protestant
and Hebrew, and the paymeot of cash to them
10 & few days will be much appreciated. To tour
of these institutions Mrs stantord’s will gives
$10,000 each, and to three others $5,000 each,
The Lombasd-street Hebrew Home ftor Aged
Disabled thus receives $10,800,

Mrand Mrs Joseph Alexander gave recently
an aliernovn and evening to the full swing of
yonng and old folks in honor of their luth wed
diug snniversary, In the afternoou a social took
pluce, aud at 6 ¢, M. the elders arnived, Ten
tables were spread where Pinocle, Bridge and
Five Hundred were much enjoyed. At 10 o'-
clock & splendid dinner was rerved, st which
tonsts and good wishes were extended all
sround. Covers were laid tor forty., Decora-
tions were potted plants, bearing small oranges,
and madrone berries and evergreens which gave
an artistic beauty to the surroundings,
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North German Lloyd
‘ Steamship Co.
BREMEN.

Ocean “Flyers.”” The most loxurious
and speediest steamers of the World.
Kaiser Wilhelm I1.
Kronprinz Wilhelm,
Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.
Shortest Service to
London—Paris-Bremen
and to the

Mediterranean

Rouud the Wo' ld Tickets,
ROBERT CAPELLE,

General Agent for the Pacific Coast
140 Montgomery St,,
SAN PRANBISCO,

Sintetaxaen ven Grbgbofien, Tolmasten .
PR o R
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How to use the California Digital Newspaper
Collection and explore The Hebrew for yourself
Also see the CDNC Help page

C DN

California Digital Newspaper Collection

When you first open the California Digital Newspaper
Collection (which does not require registration or login)
you will be offered both Browse and Search options in two
places in the top right quadrant.

If you choose the Search option in the top right of the title
bar in the CDNC Newspaper collection, you can search
across their entire range of holdings.

You can browse by title, date, tag, country, and location on
a map. Further search options appear once you are inside
The Hebrew part of the site.

If you select Browse by title, 7he Hebrew is listed under
H, “Hebrew, The.” Take a moment to look around.
(Genealogists read lists.) You may notice other titles of
interest.

The Hebrew

First note the “About” section to the right (which
acknowledges the good work of SFBAJGS in delivering
the paper). And it mentions the 435 issues located so far.

About this newspaper

Information

Common Title: Hebrew, The (San Francisco)

Cataloging Titles & Dates of Publication: Hebrew (San Francisco, Calif) (SN 85025269) 1863-1921
Dates Digitized: 8 January 1864 - 23 March 1906 (435 issues)
Place of Publication: San Francisco

Acknowledgements

The members of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society contributed to this
digitization project.

Now look at the two options on the left, “Search” and
“Browse by Date.” Let’s start with the slightly tricky Date.

A / Browse by title / Hebrew (San Francisco)
Hebrew, The (San Francisco) (1864-1906)

Search within this newspaper

Search within this newspaper Q

Browse by date — 1864

View: ® Month O Year
<1863 1864 v 1865 >

Select a year

Jan Feb  Mar  Apr Jun Jul Aug  Sep

You’ll not be able to click on 1863 because, per the
“About” information, the series begins in 1864. If you
start clicking dates going forward you will be stymied
when you come to a date absent from the collection. A
method that always works is to click on the downward-
facing arrow to the right of 1864, or, generally, the middle-
year panel. This gets you a drop-down list.

Then select the month you want, then the date. The
Hebrew published on Fridays. I clicked on Volume II,
Number 48, 10 November 1865 and this brought up both a
“Contents” listing as well as a series of page images. You
can also click a small red pdf icon in the top right area to
download the entire issue with OCR.

Contents

You can click through from
the Contents to the article
you seek. The paper is further
indexed by article or columns
and at the bottom of the
“Contents” section there is a
handy Persistent Link, which
is what we used to link the
items in the previous section.
It will take you directly to the
article.

Masthead

ISRAEL IN THE OLD WORLD.

A PLEA FOR COURTESY.

BELLINIL

MILITARY SCIENCE THE OLD AND NEW

MISS HANNAH F. GOULD, THE
POETESS.

B A DAY'S EATING IN NORWAY.
= Page 2 Advertisements

m W W o mw m

B Page 2 Advertisements Column 1
B Page 2 Advertisements Column 2
B Eine alte Weingeschichte.

Zur Geschichte der Juden in Niirnberg,
bis zu ihrer Vertreibung im Jahre 1499.

7 Page 3 Advertisements

B Page 3 Advertisements Column 1
v

A Search on “Magnes” brings to light the fact that the Bay
Area could boast of at least two Mr. Magneses, father and
son. This view (zoom in or click to go to this page on the
CDNC site) provides a (clickable) histogram graph of
occurrences of “Magnes” by year in The Hebrew, number
of hits, category, links, an opportunity to add to private
list and search history for premium users only, sort order
options, and an advanced search.

Resuls 1 to 20 of 26 for Magnes

We on the SFBAJGS Board hope that you, as well

as genealogists world-wide, will find this resource as
valuable and amusing as we do. We hope to locate the
missing issues of The Hebrew and add them to this
collection. And we hope that you value the work we
do with the resources you provide, and that you will
continue to support our work into the future. Join us!
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Your Story Belongs in ZichronNote

Have you had a breakthrough in your family research, solved a family mystery through a
novel resource, pulled together a team of cousins to reconstruct a branch, or walked where
your ancestors walked? Have your projects moved forward with a surprising discovery? Has
your family’s history or pursuing your family’s history taught you something about life? Tell
us your story, share your discovery! We want to read about it in ZichronNote.

And you don’t have to do it alone. ZichronNote will help you tell your tale, perfect your
images, and create a layout you’ll be proud to share with friends and family. Remember, you

retain the copyright!

Please submit inquiries and materials to zichronnote@stbajgs.org.

With gratitude to our long-term advertiser and supporter Sinai Memorial Chapel

Honoring the dignity of the deceased and providing
compassion and support for the living for over 120 years.

Serving all Jews, their families, and loved ones
'’ At-need arrangements
]

Advanced planning
Bereavement support
Burial locally and globally

Green options available

MEMORIAL CHAPEL
CHEVRA KADISHA www.sinaichapel.org

San Francisco (FD262) « (415) 921-3636 Eternal Home Cemetery, Colma - (650) 755-5236
East Bay, Lafayette (FD1523) « (925) 962-3636 Gan Shalom Cemetery, Briones - (925) 228-3636
Peninsula, Palo Alto (FD1830) - (650) 369-3636 Home of Eternity Cemetery, Oakland - (925) 962-3636

www.sinaichapel.org
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For more SFBAJGS program information and to register for a presentation, visit https://www.sfbajgs.org
Feel free to invite friends!

For genealogical programs offered by other groups throughout the Bay Area
Bay Area Genealogy Calendar

a project of CA State Library Sutro Library

~

Al SFBAJGS Vice President Preeva Tramiel is an amateur genealogist and author of a
memoir, The Girl On The Wall, who has been researching the Adler family of
Mukacheve, Ukraine, since 2008, including traveling back to Transcarpathia and
Hungary to see where her family lived. She runs the meetings held on the Peninsula.

S

Preeva Tramiel: Genealogical Tips

If you have children, young cousins, nieces, nephews, or grandchildren, sooner or later, you
will get this question, usually from the parents of the child:

“Do we have a family tree somewhere?”

I think it is part of the curriculum of “where we come from?” or something like that. After
the birds and the bees, teachers want to know about their students’ families!

America is a nation composed largely of people whose ancestors came from other places,
after all.

So where do you start? What can you do to accommodate your loved one? Ask yourself what
you know about your own roots. What were the names, birth dates, birth locations, addresses,
and death dates of your parents? You probably know these things by heart, but your kids
probably don’t, and your grandkids? Puh-leez! It’s worth writing down or printing out, on
good paper, in a folder clearly marked “Family Tree.”

Mail it to all your kids. And leave a copy with your lawyer and will.
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