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Photo 1. Lithuanian government sign at the front of the 

Paberze Jewish cemetery (taken July 2001)

I was extremely excited to find this cemetery, a tangible 
link to the former Jewish community. The area had 
obviously been long abandoned and was overgrown with 
grass and bushes. It was depressing to look back and see 
the finely-maintained Christian cemetery behind me, and 
then look at this miserable field that obviously had not 
been touched or maintained since before World War II (see 
Photo 2).

Photo 2. View of the Paberze Cemetery showing the 
overgrowth and the many broken and illegible stones 

(taken July 2001)

I crawled through the dense brush and rocks in the 
cemetery field, trying to find and read the remaining 
gravestones. 

My excitement soon faded when I realized that most 
of the stones were broken, with large missing parts, or 
bore inscriptions that were virtually unreadable from 
weathering and the passage of time. All the stones were 
inscribed in Hebrew only. A few stones were still whole, 
but the inscriptions were too faded or damaged to read.

Finally, I came upon one stone located relatively near the 
front of the cemetery whose inscription was somewhat 
readable (see Photo 3).

Photo 3. View of front of cemetery with the standing Ogus 
stone seen to the right and the government sign at the left 

(taken July 2001)

After examining the inscription on the stone, I gasped in 
amazement when I saw that the deceased’s surname was 
shown on the stone and was “Oguz”! (The Ogus surname 
was spelled with the “z” ending in Eastern Europe.) I 
could not believe the serendipity that one of the few 
remaining stones that was still in fairly good condition, 
and with a readable inscription, turned out to be not only 
a stone on which the deceased’s surname was actually 
shown, but also one that was marking the grave of a 
person with the name “Ogus”! It seemed that this stone 
had somehow been waiting there for me to discover it!

 
Photo 4. Close-up of the Ogus gravestone showing the 

stone when I found it (taken July 2001)
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I read that the full name of the deceased was Shimon 
Yitzchak ben Yechiel Michel Oguz. I recognized this 
name from my research: this was a person who was one 
of the more elusive members of my Ogus family tree. My 
research had shown that he had apparently lived in the 
nearby town of Giedraiciai, but I had thus far not managed 
to find any original records that explicitly referred to him 
directly; at times I had wondered whether this individual 
had actually existed. With the discovery of his gravestone, 
however, I had finally found tangible proof that he indeed 
had existed. 

Reading the Hebrew date of death on the stone, I 
determined that Shimon had died on 15 Adar 5658, which 
corresponds to the Gregorian date of March 9, 1898. The 
stone was in remarkably good condition, given that it was 
more than one hundred years old.

Photo 4 above shows a close-up view of the Ogus 
gravestone that was taken during my visit. Subsequent to 
my trip, a friend in Lithuania enhanced and photographed 
the remaining stones in the cemetery for me, so that I 
could better read and interpret their inscriptions. The 
enhanced Ogus stone is shown in Photo 5 below.

 
Photo 5. Close-up of the enhanced Ogus gravestone 

inscription (taken July 2001)

I wondered why Shimon had been buried in Paberze as I 
had believed that he had left the town early in his life to 
live in Giedraiciai. I later discovered that there was no 
Jewish cemetery in Giedraiciai and that the Jewish dead 
from that town were usually buried in Paberze. Thus, even 
if Shimon had moved to Giedraiciai, he would have been 
buried in Paberze after he died. 

Later, after my return home, I found Shimon’s death 
record in the Lithuanian Archives, registered in the nearby 
town of Moletai, confirming the date of death as was 

shown on the stone, as well as the fact that he had lived 
in Giedraiciai. This tangible trace of not only the Jewish 
community in Paberze, but also of my Ogus family who 
had lived there, was a highlight of my trip!

The story of the Ogus gravestone, however, was not yet 
over and the rest of the story is a curious tale indeed!

After the Lithuanian Trip

After my trip, when members of my extended Ogus 
family were planning visits to Lithuania, they usually 
consulted with me about any places of particular interest 
in the country that I would suggest their visiting. I 
always recommended that they should visit Paberze, and 
especially visit the Jewish cemetery to view the Ogus 
gravestone that I had found for themselves. One person 
who visited Paberze on my recommendation was an Ogus 
family cousin, Hugh, from London, who visited Lithuania 
in August 2003. Using my directions, Hugh easily found 
the cemetery, quickly located the Ogus stone, and he sent 
me a photograph of the tombstone from his visit (see 
Photo 6).

The stone looked much the same as in the photograph 
from 2001, but there was one addition: a fresh red yahrzeit 
(memorial) candle at the base of the stone, which had 
not been there when I visited. I asked Hugh about the 
candle, and he replied that he had noticed the candle, but 
had thought that I had put it there during my visit. As I 
recall, Hugh said that he did not see any other candles 
near the few other standing stones. Since I had not left the 
candle at the stone, it seems that between July 2001 and 
August 2003, someone else with an interest in this Ogus 
gravestone had visited the cemetery and had paid respects!

 
Photo 6. Close-up of the Ogus gravestone taken by Hugh 

(August 2003)
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Photo 8. Close-up photo of tombstone taken by Anthony 

after it was turned over (in August 2005)

Photo 7 shows the gravestone on the ground after Anthony 
had turned it over, and Photo 8 shows a close-up of the 
face of the stone after it was turned over. There is no sign 
of the yahrzeit candle, and it is evident in the latter photo 
that much of the September 2001 enhancement of the 
inscription had essentially worn off by 2005.

I was curious about what had caused the stone to fall. 
Had it toppled naturally or might there have been some 
other more nefarious reason? I asked Anthony whether 
he had seen any clues to suggest if the stone might have 
toppled from deterioration or for some other reason such 
as vandalism, and he replied that he had not seen any signs 
of recent vandalism around the stone, or for that matter, 
anywhere else in the cemetery. Inspecting the base of the 
stone more closely in Photo 8, however, clearly reveals 
signs of decay, supporting the theory that the stone likely 
fell victim to the normal aging process, the effects of the 
elements, and the deterioration of the material at its base, 
finally toppling and hiding its inscription from any casual 
visitor to the cemetery.

But what is amazing to me is that if the toppling had 
occurred just a few years earlier (before my visit in 
2001), I would never have discovered the stone, and its 
inscription, and its story would have disappeared forever 
into the mists of time. My discovery of the Shimon Ogus 
stone during the visit to the cemetery in 2001 seemed 
like some sort of an omen to me: the stone had remained 
standing just long enough to permit me to find it and to 
discover this link to the Ogus family who had lived in the 
Paberze area during the 19th century!

An earlier version of this article appeared in the journal, 
Avotaynu, in 2015.

I know of only one Ogus family that still lives in the 
Vilnius area, but they knew nothing about the yahrzeit 
candle. And, since this family has not observed Jewish 
customs for two generations, it would have been unlikely 
that they would have used this form of memorial for the 
dead. Some other Ogus family member in the Vilnius area, 
or someone else interested in the family must have paid 
their respects, but their identity still remains a mystery.

When another one of my Ogus family cousins, Anthony, 
planned a visit to Lithuania in August 2005, I again 
suggested that he visit both Paberze and its Jewish 
cemetery. Anthony also managed to find the cemetery, but 
he encountered a very different situation when he looked 
for the Ogus gravestone. Here is what Anthony reported:

Our driver found the cemetery without difficulty, 
and, of course, your photographs of it helped. Like 
you, I found it a hugely emotional experience, not the 
least because having looked at each of the surviving 
gravestones, I could not find the [Ogus] gravestone! 
Then, as I was about to give up, I noticed one large 
stone lying with its face turned downwards. After a 
huge effort to turn it over, I saw with delight that it 
was indeed the Ogus stone. How it came to be in that 
position, I do not know.

This was an interesting development. The stone had been 
standing for about 110 years, but it had now apparently 
suddenly toppled over on to its face. 

 
Photo 7. Photo of tombstone taken by Anthony after it was 

turned over (in August 2005)
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This report to members covers our 2023 activities, 
financial results, and grants to other organizations. We 
continued running the Society as in the previous year: Our 
meetings were all virtual, via Zoom. Although we did not 
gather in person, meeting online enabled us to expand our 
reach to include members and non-members from far and 
wide who otherwise would not have had the opportunity 
to benefit from our presentations. 

Our virtual audience was larger than our in-person 
meetings, last held in 2019. Our free, SFBAJGS News 
was regularly emailed to SFBAJGS members and other 
subscribers, a total of 925, highlighting our activities, 
those of other groups, and items of genealogical interest.

Our award-winning quarterly journal ZichronNote 
offered interesting and informative articles about Jewish 
genealogy, many of them written by our members. The 
volunteer work of our members continued, and in 2023 
we focused on digitization of previously unavailable 
newspapers published in San Francisco before the Great 
Fire and Earthquake of 1906.

Our members take active roles in moderating Research 
Groups online for JewishGen, and participating in other 
efforts to find and provide public and online access to vital 
records and other records of genealogical interest. 

Although our name is “San Francisco Bay Area Jewish 
Genealogical Society,” we note that “San Francisco Bay 
Area” merely reflects that the majority of our members 
reside here. Our members and our interests are worldwide, 
as were our ancestors and are our living relatives. 

We can be as valuable to members whose ancestors lived 
in Ukraine, Bohemia, Galicia, Russia, or South Africa as 
to those whose families have been in the Bay Area for four 
generations or more. All of our families, like yours, came 
from “someplace else,” and we have knowledge of and 
connections to many of those places.

Our members continued to research their family histories; 
new information is always being added to online 
databases; and we fielded questions from researchers 
near and far. Several Society members attended the 42nd 
IAJGS International Conference on Jewish Genealogy, 
held in London in 2023. Society members helped organize 
the conference and made presentations.

Our members continued to make generous donations to 
the Society in addition to paying dues, affording us the 
opportunity to further our objectives:

• Support and improve online sharing of data useful to 
researchers everywhere doing Jewish genealogy; 

• Make formerly closed or unavailable records available 
online that support Jewish genealogical research; 

• Support efforts to research and remember existing and 
vanished Jewish communities.

We supported activities in our own backyard consistent 
with these objectives. For example, ongoing volunteer 
projects included transcribing data from local cemeteries 
and funeral homes, and continuing to seek out sources for 
vital and other records, with the goal of making those data 
available online for researchers everywhere.

Other work fulfilling these objectives is always taking 
place wherever Jewish communities and records are 
located, often far from us. 

We are grateful for our members’ generosity, which 
enabled us to continue our tradition of making donations 
to other organizations that are working in other 
communities and archives. 

We support projects based on their value to the broadest 
possible audience of researchers, the need to preserve and 
protect fragile sites, and the need to record data where 
the repositories and archives are newly open or at risk of 
access restrictions.

Members are welcome to email Treasurer@SFBAJGS.org 
with questions.

Report on SFBAJGS 2023 Activities
and Financial Overview

Jeremy Frankel, President, Preeva Tramiel, Vice-President and Dana Kurtz, Treasurer

In 2023 we donated $1,250
to other organizations.

mailto:Treasurer@SFBAJGS.org
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SFBAJGS Revenue for 2023

SFBAJGS Expenses for 2023

Donations to other organizations working 
in ways that support our mission 

Thanks to the generosity of our members in 2023, we 
donated $1,250 to two other organizations whose efforts 
provide valuable information and data to genealogists. 
We present the purpose of our donations and the URLs of 
these organizations so that you can learn more about their 
activities if you wish. 

National and International 

● International Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies: Rabbi Malcom Stern Fund: The IAJGS provides 
grants to “…encourage institutions or organizations to 
pursue projects, activities and acquisitions that provide 
new or enhanced resources to benefit those researching 
Jewish Genealogy.” Past recipients can be found here.

● Ukraine – The Krakovsky Project: supporting Alex 
Krakovsky and his team in gaining access to and scanning 
metric books, indexes, name lists, revision lists, and 
censuses in Ukrainian historical government archives. 
Scans, (unindexed, untranslated), are posted to his wiki 
page. (Google Chrome browser can automatically translate 
the page). Work continues despite the war in Ukraine.

Financial Results for 2023
Total Revenue for 2023 was just over $8,400, with $4,002 
in dues payments and the remainder in donations and other 
income. 

Expenses totaled just over $7,600. Significant categories 
of expense include publication of ZichronNote, 
meeting honoraria and Zoom costs; website and email 
communications costs, Membership expenses, and the 
contributions given to other organizations described 
above. 

For the year, the Society had a net retained 
surplus of about $834.

We thank you again as we do every year, for 
your membership, your donations, and your 
interest in Jewish genealogy and family history. 

Join! Renew! Donate!

https://www.iajgs.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/awards/rabbi-malcolm-stern-grant/
https://uk.wikisource.org/wiki/
https://uk.wikisource.org/wiki/%D0%93%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B0_%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%B0
https://www.sfbajgs.org/JOIN.html
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by Barbara Toby Stack

SFBAJGS members are long aware of our Transcription 
Project, ably helmed for so long by the late Pierre Hahn 
and Jeff Lewy, which collected, scanned, indexed, and 
placed over 30,000 local Bay Area records from local 
cemeteries with the JewishGen Online Worldwide Burial 
Registry (JOWBR). We also posted the burial records 
from Beth Israel Salem Cemetery on our website. This 
project still holds a large unshared inventory of scanned 
and indexed files and awaits its next stewards.

It was in the spirit and purpose of the Transcription 
Project, that in May 2021 SFBAJGS Board member Steve 
Harris proposed a project to survey pre-1906-earthquake 
California Jewish Newspaper records: the papers, the 
repositories, the microfilms. The goal was to make 
available to the general public, information contained 
in all English-language Jewish newspapers published in 
Northern California.

In 2007 Jeremy Frankel had created spreadsheet of 
California Jewish newspapers available on microfilm at 
the UC Bancroft Library, which allowed the Society to 
prioritize publications issued in whole or part before the 
1906 earthquake.

Steve’s project would seek and scan existing microfilm to 
produce files that could be viewed online. Files already 
available on microfilm would be the easiest and least 
expensive to digitize. The challenge would be to find the 
best quality original microfilm for the fullest set of issues 
and to gain permissions to use them. The Board was 
enthusiastic.

In August 2022 Steve reported to the Board that the Klau 
Library had microfilmed some newspapers as a project of 
the American Jewish Periodical Center in Cincinnati, at 
the Hebrew Union College. 
 
Steve contacted them and reported they would charge us 
$125 per reel to digitize, create pdfs, and fully index the 

microfilm. Publications prior to 1927 have no copyright 
claims. Steve recommended that the California Digital 
Newspaper Collection (CDNC) host these records for us. 
They already host The ‘J’ Weekly’s historical issues. 

In November, 2023, Steve reported to the Board that it 
had turned out that CDNC and the Bancroft Library at UC 
Berkeley between them hold first-generation microfilm 
of almost all the relevant newspapers and so became our 
sources. 

Our project would fund the scanning (i.e., the digitization) 
of these microfilms and the indexing using OCR and other 
software. The resulting images and associated search files 
would be placed on the website of the CDNC, located at 
UC Riverside, where they could be freely searched and 
viewed by the public.

We are starting with The Hebrew, with issues published 
8 January 1864 to 23 March 1906 (435 issues). The 
entire run was 1863 to 1921. CDNC sent their films to 
SRLF, Southern Regional Library Facility at UCLA to be 
digitized. The Society received and paid an invoice for 
$487.62 to digitize eleven reels of microfilm. The next 
step would be the OCR process, which cost about $1,200. 
CDNC follows the Library of Congress OCR standards, 
which are quite high.

In the end, we funded the digitization and post-production 
OCR and indexing of currently available issues of San 
Francisco’s The Hebrew from 1864 to 1906, ending a few 
months before the earthquake.

The images in this article are linked to source pages, so 
just click away! But be sure to return to Acrobat for the 
rest of the article.

This is one of the projects that your dues and 
donations support. We hope to digitize more issues of 
The Hebrew and more historic northern California 
Jewish newspapers. Your support can make it happen.

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18640108
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery/Submit.htm
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/Cemetery/Submit.htm
https://www.sfbajgs.org/Transcription_Project.html
https://www.sfbajgs.org/officers.html#SteveH
https://www.sfbajgs.org/officers.html#SteveH
https://www.americanjewisharchives.org/research/digital-collections/
https://www.americanjewisharchives.org/research/digital-collections/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/jewishweekly
https://www.srlf.ucla.edu/
https://www.loc.gov/ndnp/guidelines/digitizing.html
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The Hebrew, and the Treasures Within
The primary motivation for SFBAJGS to make available 
the issues of The Hebrew was to provide a substitute 
source of birth, marriage and death records (BMD) for the 
many series lost in the quake and fire of 1906. Happily, 
each issue carries an item like this and each issue as well 
was the entire run is fully searchable by name:

Then, there are the many, many ads, often illustrated, and 
offering surprising insights into the lives of the readers as 
well as hints of business and uban developments.

The Levi Strauss & Co. website states: “1873 - Blue Jeans 
Are Born. Levi Strauss & Co. and Jacob Davis receive 
a U.S. patent for an ‘Improvement in Fastening Pocket-
Openings.’ By adding metal rivets to work pants, which 
would be known as blue jeans, they created stronger pants 
for working men.” Note that the 1865 ad features rivets.

The Hebrew covered the several Jewish congregations and 
community activities. In this series of items we read of the 
Confirmation classes of 1876:

    

The Hebrew also had an eye out on Jewish affairs world-
wide. In the following article, chosen because it gives us 
a glimpse of Judah Magnes, whose name is still honored 
in this part of the world, as well as the ways in which 
news was gathered: “The accumulating reports of outrages 
against Jews in Russia, which come to us not only through 
the dispatches and through letters to relatives in this city 
and in the various cities of the land, but also through 

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18640108.2.22
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18650203.2.25.3
https://www.levistrauss.com/levis-history/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18760602.2.12
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF18760602.2.12
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special correspondence in the Jewish press of the region 
beyond the Rockies…”

This 1906 “City Items” gives us glimpses onto parties 
and dinners, labor doings, engagements, marriages and 
weddings, guests, The Hebrew Home for the Aged, 
woman suffrage and women’s rights.

And finally, 
among the many, 
many items and 
advertisements 
relating the 
burgeoning regional 
transportation 
system, is this ad for 
North German Lloyd 
Steamship Co. ships 
sailing and tickets 
for sale:

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF19051222.2.15
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF19051222.2.15
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF19060323.2.22
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=HBSF19060323.2.31.4
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How to use the California Digital Newspaper 
Collection and explore The Hebrew for yourself 

Also see the CDNC Help page

When you first open the California Digital Newspaper 
Collection (which does not require registration or login) 
you will be offered both Browse and Search options in two 
places in the top right quadrant. 

If you choose the Search option in the top right of the title 
bar in the CDNC Newspaper collection, you can search 
across their entire range of holdings.

You can browse by title, date, tag, country, and location on 
a map. Further search options appear once you are inside 
The Hebrew part of the site.

If you select Browse by title, The Hebrew is listed under 
H, “Hebrew, The.” Take a moment to look around. 
(Genealogists read lists.) You may notice other titles of 
interest.

The Hebrew

First note the “About” section to the right (which 
acknowledges the good work of SFBAJGS in delivering 
the paper). And it mentions the 435 issues located so far.

Now look at the two options on the left, “Search” and 
“Browse by Date.” Let’s start with the slightly tricky Date.

You’ll not be able to click on 1863 because, per the 
“About” information, the series begins in 1864. If you 
start clicking dates going forward you will be stymied 
when you come to a date absent from the collection. A 
method that always works is to click on the downward-
facing arrow to the right of 1864, or, generally, the middle-
year panel. This gets you a drop-down list.

Then select the month you want, then the date. The 
Hebrew published on Fridays. I clicked on Volume II, 
Number 48, 10 November 1865 and this brought up both a 
“Contents” listing as well as a series of page images. You 
can also click a small red pdf icon in the top right area to 
download the entire issue with OCR.

You can click through from 
the Contents to the article 
you seek. The paper is further 
indexed by article or columns 
and at the bottom of the 
“Contents” section there is a 
handy Persistent Link, which 
is what we used to link the 
items in the previous section. 
It will take you directly to the 
article.

A Search on “Magnes” brings to light the fact that the Bay 
Area could boast of at least two Mr. Magneses, father and 
son. This view (zoom in or click to go to this page on the 
CDNC site) provides a (clickable) histogram graph of  
occurrences of “Magnes” by year in The Hebrew, number 
of hits, category, links, an opportunity to add to private 
list and search history for premium users only, sort order 
options, and an advanced search.

We on the SFBAJGS Board hope that you, as well 
as genealogists world-wide, will find this resource as 
valuable and amusing as we do. We hope to locate the 
missing issues of The Hebrew and add them to this 
collection. And we hope that you value the work we 
do with the resources you provide, and that you will 
continue to support our work into the future. Join us!

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=p&p=help&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------#all
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=q&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=cl&cl=CL1&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=cl&cl=CL1&sp=HBSF&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------
https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=q&hs=1&r=1&results=1&txq=Magnes&puq=HBSF&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN--------
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www.sinaichapel.org

Your Story Belongs in ZichronNote

Have you had a breakthrough in your family research, solved a family mystery through a 
novel resource, pulled together a team of cousins to reconstruct a branch, or walked where 
your ancestors walked? Have your projects moved forward with a surprising discovery? Has 
your family’s history or pursuing your family’s history taught you something about life? Tell 
us your story, share your discovery! We want to read about it in ZichronNote.

And you don’t have to do it alone. ZichronNote will help you tell your tale, perfect your 
images, and create a layout you’ll be proud to share with friends and family. Remember, you 
retain the copyright!

Please submit inquiries and materials to zichronnote@sfbajgs.org.

With gratitude to our long-term advertiser and supporter Sinai Memorial Chapel

https://www.sinaichapel.org
https://www.sinaichapel.org/
mailto:zichronnote@sfbajgs.org
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For more SFBAJGS program information and to register for a presentation, visit https://www.sfbajgs.org 
Feel free to invite friends!

For genealogical programs offered by other groups throughout the Bay Area
Bay Area Genealogy Calendar

a project of CA State Library Sutro Library

  SFBAJGS Vice President Preeva Tramiel is an amateur genealogist and author of a 
memoir, The Girl On The Wall, who has been researching the Adler family of 
Mukacheve, Ukraine, since 2008, including traveling back to Transcarpathia and 
Hungary to see where her family lived. She runs the meetings held on the Peninsula.

Preeva Tramiel: Genealogical Tips
If you have children, young cousins, nieces, nephews, or grandchildren, sooner or later, you 
will get this question, usually from the parents of the child:

“Do we have a family tree somewhere?”

I think it is part of the curriculum of “where we come from?” or something like that. After 
the birds and the bees, teachers want to know about their students’ families!

America is a nation composed largely of people whose ancestors came from other places, 
after all. 

So where do you start? What can you do to accommodate your loved one? Ask yourself what 
you know about your own roots. What were the names, birth dates, birth locations, addresses, 
and death dates of your parents? You probably know these things by heart, but your kids 
probably don’t, and your grandkids? Puh-leez! It’s worth writing down or printing out, on 
good paper, in a folder clearly marked “Family Tree.”

Mail it to all your kids. And leave a copy with your lawyer and will.

https://www.sfbajgs.org
https://www.library.ca.gov/Sutro/Genealogy/Calendar/

