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Dlouhá Ves in Klatovy, a western Bohemian town, 10 km. 
from the Bavarian border. In addition, she told me about 
Pick and Schneider families listed in the 1793 Jewish 
census for Langendorf, whom she thought might be my 
ancestors. I had no way to research Bertha’s ancestry 
that far back since I lacked access to the appropriate 
records in the National Archives in Prague. On Celia’s 
recommendation, I hired Prague genealogist, Julius 
Müller, who subsequently was able to document Bertha’s 
lineage back four generations to the Pick and Schneider 
families Celia had noted in the 1793 Jewish census for 
Langendorf. In 2010, Julius Müller took my sisters and me 
to Dlouhá Ves where we saw the houses that our ancestors 
had lived in as far back as 1800.

 
Julius Müller and Ann Fuller in Dlouhá Ves, 2010

 
Mina Ballenberger Schneider

 
Neue Freie Presse, 16 February 1889

In 2009, I received unsigned oil portraits of Mina 
Ballenberger and Bernard Schneider, Bertha’s maternal 
grandparents, a surprise bequest from a cousin whom 
I had kept informed about my genealogical pursuits. 
They had belonged to her grandfather, Bertha’s brother 
Richard Pick, and were likely painted in Vienna in the 
1880s. I set out to gather as much information as possible 
about Mina and Bernard. When scans of the newspaper 
Neue Freie Presse of Vienna became available online, I 
found an obituary for Mina who had died in Vienna in 
1889 in her ninetieth year but nothing for Bernard. His 
death date remained a mystery until years later when I 
found a Bohemian death record indicating that he had 
died in Langendorf on 21 December 1871 at age 79.2 In 
May 2010, my two sisters and I visited Mina’s grave in 
Zentralfriedhof Wien. She had gone to live with one of her 
daughters in Vienna after Bernard died. 

Rabbi Samuel Ballenberger

Julius Müller determined that Mina was the daughter of 
Rabbi Samuel Ballenberger and Marie Bondy. I began 
to gather information about Samuel, my paternal 3rd 
great grandfather, starting in 2008. Julius provided some 
hard to obtain documents. I have added more details, as 
new sources have become available online and through 
networking with other researchers in the Austria-Czech 
SIG on JewishGen.3 I have put together a picture of 
Samuel and his descendants as well as established contact 
with some of them. 

Samuel Ballenberger was born in Bamberg, Bavaria in 
1772. Little is known about his birth family or his early 
life. He is listed as a single student in the 1794 Prague 
census.4 Sometime before 1800, Samuel married Marie 
Bondy, a member of a family of Mohels for Liteň and 
various surrounding towns. Samuel and Marie had many 
children. Samuel served as a rabbi in different Bohemian 
towns for most of his life: 
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From 1799-1815 in Hostouň, a town northeast of Prague; 
from 1816-18 in Přistoupim, followed by a period 
in Choteč. From about 1822-27, he was the rabbi for 
Langendorf where Mina’s children were born, though he 
may not have lived there. In 1833, he was living in Liteň 
and in 1838 he served in Jesin. Village rabbis of that time 
did not receive regular pay; the community provided them 
with housing and gifts of food.

 
Samuel Ballenberger death record

By 1854, the year he died, Samuel was a widower living 
with a son in Branik, then a separate town but now a 
district of Prague. He is buried in the Třebotov Jewish 
Cemetery, 12 miles south of Prague. His tombstone no 
longer exists,5 but there is a reference to it in an article 
on the history of the Jews in Kunratice that Julius sent to 
me in 2009.6  Both the original Hebrew inscription and 
English translation are shown below.

This is the place of rest of a pious husband, caring 
father and knowledgeable rabbi, Samuel Ballenberger. 
Here lies at rest a jewel of his lineage, honor and glory 
of Israel, a man of letters, the glorious Rabbi Samuel 
Ballenberger, son of Jakub of Bamberg. He died on 6 
Adar and was buried on 7 Adar 5614 (1854) at the age 
of 82 years. 

Our father, we are obliged merely to raise for you a 
stone. Shall just a stone announce your perfection to 
future generations? As if it was possible to report to 
future generations your wisdom, doings, justice, and 
remarkable knowledge on just a stone. The tooth of 
time will soon destroy it; after a few years a stone 
is weathered and disappears. However, you have an 
imperishable memory in heaven, where it is marked 
by God’s finger for eternity. The angels of peace 
present you with the ring of glory. Your spirit will 
hover in heavenly glory and participate in an eternal 
joy of life. Your soul shall be connected to the 
living.

In 2015, Julius took one of my sisters and me on a tour of 
several of the towns where the Ballenbergers had lived. 
We saw the remains of Jewish synagogues, houses, and 
cemeteries that have survived despite the ravages of time, 
the Holocaust, and the Communist era. The buildings 
have been rebuilt and repurposed, with only some of the 
original walls standing. The Liteň synagogue was rebuilt 
as a firehouse; the Hostouň synagogue also rebuilt is 
now the city hall. To gain an accurate idea of what they 
looked like almost two hundred years ago requires a lot of 
imagination. 

The Children of Samuel Ballenberger and Marie 
Bondy 

I first learned about Mina’s younger siblings in March 
2009, when Julius Müller told me about some 1871 
birth records from Dolní Břežany for two sons of a 
Karl Ballenberger, and one son of a Marie Ballenberger 
Eckstein.7 The records identified Samuel Ballenberger 
and Marie Bondy as the parents of both Karl and Marie. 
Julius was puzzled that Karl and Marie, whose birthdates 
were much later than that of Mina, could have shared the 
same parents with her, but he said that there was only one 
Ballenberger family in Bohemia, A year later, in 2010, 
Julius found an 1816 circumcision record for Liteň for 
Jakob Ballenberger, an additional sibling.8

I was able to find more siblings of Mina as Czech Jewish 
sources, including those formerly available only in the 
National Archives, became available online.9  I determined 
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from these sources the approximate birth and/or death year 
for nine children of Samuel and Marie and found some of 
their descendants. Mina, born between 1800 and 1804,10 
was likely the oldest child, followed by Josef (1812), 
Gutman (1813), Nany (1814), Moritz (1815), Jakob 
(1816), Karl (1818), Josepha (1822), and Marie (1828). 
Likely there were others for whom there are no records. 
It took me several years to build a picture of the family 
relationships from the various bits of information. While I 
couldn’t place every Ballenberger I found, including some 
of later generations, I could make sense of how Mina and 
Marie could have had the same parents: Their mother may 
have been in her teens when Mina was born and, in her 
forties, when Marie was born. Julius agreed:

I also can imagine that Samuel and Maria had children 
within 28 years, you can see it in quite a few other 
cases as well.11

Ballenberger Children Who Lived into Adulthood

The records showed that Mina, Moritz, Jakob, Karl, and 
Marie lived into old age. Mina died in Vienna, Moritz and 
Jakob in Prague, and Karl and Marie in Cleveland. 

Jakob Ballenberger 

 
1816 Jakob Ballenberger Circumcision record

Jakob Ballenberger was born in Choteč and remained 
in the Prague area for his whole life. His birth year is 
uncertain: His Liteň circumcision record is dated 1816, but 
his 1906 obituary and burial record indicates he died in 
Prague at 94, which could mean he may have been born in 
1812. He was married twice. A Prague conscription record 
showed that he had no children with his first wife, Barbara 
Pohl, and one son, Siegfried, (1865-1925), with his second 
wife, Rosalia Kompert, who had children from a previous 
marriage. Siegfried’s two daughters, their husbands, and 
sons perished in the Holocaust, so there are no living 
direct descendants of Jakob. 

Karl/Carl Ballenberger

Once Julius had told me that Mina had younger siblings 
Karl and Marie, I began a search for other Ballenbergers 

who might be related. I emailed several researchers on 
JewishGen starting in February 2009 but received no 
replies. I had assumed that most of my Ballenberger 
relatives had stayed in Europe, so I had no idea that some 
of the U.S. records I saw repeatedly were for members of 
Mina’s family. It took two years for me to realize that both 
Karl Ballenberger and Marie Ballenberger Eckstein had 
settled in Cleveland and were buried in the Willett Street 
Cemetery, 32 miles from where I live.12 This startling 
revelation enabled me to learn more about them by 
researching U.S. records.

Karl Ballenberger was born in Choteč circa 1818.13 He 
married Louise Bondy, (1835-1918), likely a relative of 
his mother, in Roudnice nad Labem in 1857.14 Some of 
their children were born in Branik, now a part of Prague; 
others were born in Dolní Břežany. At least three children 
died in childhood. The surviving children included sons 
Frederick (Fred) and Gustave and daughters, Emma, 
Matilda, and Clara. 

 
Louise Bondy Ballenberger, wife of Carl with daughter 

Matilda Caspery and granddaughter Ruth 

A ship manifest shows that Karl and Louise emigrated 
from Bremen to New York in May 1885 with Frederick, 
Matilda, and Clara to join relatives. Son Gustave had 
arrived in Baltimore in 1877 or 1878 and daughter Emma 
in New York on 4 May 1882. Emma married Felix Cahn 
in New York in 1889 and once widowed, married widower 
Louis Shields in Cleveland in 1894.
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Carl Ballenberger

Karl’s profession was listed as merchant or businessman 
(kaufmann) in an 1871 birth record for a son15 and as 
laborer on the 1885 passenger manifest. However, he had 
rabbinical training like his father, Samuel, according to 
Clara’s son, Arthur Kraus. 

(Karl) attended the outstanding College for rabbinical 
students at that time—it was in Prague, Bohemia. 
He was educated in the usual Hebraic studies, but 
also German, French, and English. His closest friend 
was Isaac Mayer Wise, who shortly after graduating 
came to America and started the Reform movement…
Wise wrote to my grandfather-Karl—who had a small 
congregation and urged him to come to America.16

Once in Cleveland, Karl who changed the spelling of his 
name to Carl, was associated as a rabbi with the Bohemian 
Chevra Kadisha congregation. 

Rabbi Karl assumed the pulpit at the Temple of which 
Grandpa Kraus was the president and was beloved 
leader of his flock—He died in the 1890s of heart 
trouble and Rabbi Wise travelled to Cleveland to 
officiate at his funeral-His son Jonah later was rabbi 
in Portland, Ore[gon] where we met him and showed 
letters, etc. from his father to our grandfather and 
was most gracious and enjoyed reading the flowery 
language of his great father.17

The Bohemian Chevra Kadisha congregation, which was 
founded in 1880 along with the Baxter Street Cemetery, 
was located on Case Avenue in the neighborhood 
where the Bohemian Jewish pioneers had settled. It 
was Orthodox initially but later became Reform. The 
congregation was disbanded in 1918 because the children 
and grandchildren of members had moved away and 
joined larger more established Cleveland Reform temples 
like The Temple-Tifereth Israel.18

Marie Ballenberger Eckstein 

Marie Ballenberger Eckstein, the youngest Ballenberger 
sibling, arrived in Cleveland in 1890 with her husband, 
Hermann Eckstein, and two children, Maximilian and 
Moritz. Other of their children had arrived earlier: 

 
Leopold Eckstein birth record
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Son Leopold Eckstein appears to have been the first to 
emigrate, in 1888.19 His brother Joseph came in June 1889, 
and Leopold’s wife Karolina Steiner, with Rudolf and 
twins Marie and Bertha, arrived in August 1889. I found 
out later that one of Leopold Eckstein’s children, Hermine, 
had stayed in Bohemia. More about her later.

Messages on JewishGen Lead to Contacts with 
Ballenberger Descendants

In October 2010, I sent a message on JewishGen to the 
late Cleveland genealogist, Gary Silverstein, (1961- 
2021), to find out what he knew about the Cleveland 
Ballenbergers. He replied, asking for my phone number, 
which he called only one time, when I was not at home. 
The next time he called was almost a year later in August 
2011, taking me by complete surprise. We then exchanged 
information during several long valuable conversations. 
Our research was complementary: He knew about the 
Ballenbergers in Cleveland whereas I knew about their 
earlier history in Bohemia. He had researched various 
interconnected Cleveland Jewish families including the 
Ballenbergers and he was putting together a family tree for 
one of the descendants. Most importantly, he put me in 
touch with three living Ballenberger descendants, Carl 
Shields, Carol Kraus Provisor, and Ann Bala Matyas, 
thereby opening up new research opportunities for me. 

Carl Shields, a 2nd great grandson of Carl Ballenberger 
and his namesake, had done extensive research on the 
family. I had tried to contact him on JewishGen without 
success starting in 2009, but when I wrote him again in 
August 2011, he answered my message and we had a very 
valuable interchange: I shared what I had learned about the 
Ballenbergers in Bohemia, and he told me that when Karl 
Ballenberger and family came to Cleveland in 1885, they 
were joining relatives who were already well established, 
the Janowitz family. Josephine Janowitz was Louise 
Bondy’s sister. The Janowitz family had landed first in 
Baltimore in 1870 and then settled in Cleveland in 1872, 
where Josephine’s husband Henry was the proprietor of a 
boarding house/saloon/billiard hall according to various 
Cleveland city directories starting in the 1870s.20 Their 
son, Albert, became a well-known Cleveland architect. 

I was corresponding with both Carol and Ann already by 
the time I reached Carl Shields. As we put together the 
family tree, I learned that Carol and Ann were each other’s 
third cousins, and Carl Shields and I were related to them 
as third cousins once removed. 

 
Carol Kraus Provisor and brother Arthur Jr. with 

grandparents, Clara Ballenberger and Samuel Kraus and 
great uncle Fred Ballenberger, 1944

Carol, who lived in 
California, was the 
daughter of Arthur 
Kraus (1904-1991), a 
granddaughter of Clara 
Ballenberger Kraus 
(1878-1862), and a 
great granddaughter of 
Carl Ballenberger and 
Louise Bondy. She 
shared with me an oral 
history interview with 
her father from 1990 
and 1991. Arthur had 
grown up in Cleveland; 
his grandmother 
Louise had lived with 
his family until she 
died in 1918.  

Clara Ballenberger 
Kraus with children Edna and Arthur, c. 1910
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My mother’s mother lived with us when I was a kid. 
I never knew my grandfather. Except I do know he 
must have been highly regarded in Cleveland because 
whenever my father would take me to introduce me to 
some of his friends, the distant family always spoke of 
Rabbi Ballenberger.21

The Kraus family left Cleveland and moved to Portland, 
Oregon in the 1920s.

Ann Bala Matyas, (1948-2016), who lived in Canada, was 
the daughter of Karel Ballenberger and his second wife 
whom he married in 1947.22 Karel had fled Prague in 1939 
for London soon after the Nazi occupation on 15 March 
1939; his wife Milena Langer and their two children had 
delayed their departure and were ultimately unable to 
leave.23 In Ann’s words:

Milena had not wanted to leave Prague with their two 
young children. Her father, Leopold Langer, felt it 
would be best if Karel were to get settled in London 
first. I have letters that Milena wrote to Karel, all 
in Czech, from 1939 until 1941. She and her two 
children were deported in Oct 1941 and died in 
Auschwitz.24 

Ann’s paternal grandfather was Leopold Ballenberger, 
(1858-1915), a well-known Czech printer, who had died 
when his son Karel was seven years old.  

 
Leopold Ballenberger

 
Prager Tagblatt, 2 October 1915

The discovery of Moritz Ballenberger, Ann Bala 
Matyas’s Great-Grandfather

Ann did not know the name of her paternal great-
grandfather. In 2011, I was aware of only three sons of 
Samuel and Marie, Jakob, Karl, and Gutman. By process 
of elimination, I assumed that Jakob Ballenberger was 
Ann’s great-grandfather.25 However, in 2012 I discovered 
Moritz, another sibling who had lived to adulthood, but 
did not know initially how he fit into the family tree.26 

When Moritz’s and Leopold’s obituaries in the newspaper 
Prager Tagblatt became available online, a comparison of 
them showed that Moritz was Leopold’s father and Ann’s 
great-grandfather.27

 

Prager Tagblatt, 27 March 1910
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How Carol Kraus Provisor and Ann Bala Matyas Got 
Together

Carol and Ann had first become acquainted because of a 
letter written in March 1939 that Carol had inherited from 
her father. Karel Ballenberger, Ann’s father, knowing it 
would not be safe for him and his family to remain in 
Prague, had written to a Mr. Ballenberg, one of Carol’s 
Cleveland relatives, asking for help for him and his family 
to come to the U.S.28

March 6, 1939 
Dear Sir, 
It is to Mrs. Stastna-Eksteinova that I am indebted for 
your address. 
I am a son of Leopold and Hermine Ballenberger from 
Praha-Branik/Smichov/, who was a cousin of you. This 
relationship authorizes me to ask you a great kindness, 
to grant me an affidavit of support and enable me thus 
to go with my wife and family to immigrate to USA.
I hope you are informed about the political and 
economical situation of the actual Republic of Czecho-
Slovakia. The growing anti-Jewish trend and the 
general economical circumstances seem not to allow 
in the next future any Jews to work and live in Central 
Europe. 
I am 30 years old; my wife Milena, whose maiden 
name was Langer, daughter of Dr. Leopold Langer, is 
26 years old. We have two children, Alena, who is 3 
years old and John, who is only 1 year old and I am 
subjoining their photos. 
At present I am running a barrister’s office in Prague, 
but I am afraid I shall not be allowed to act as a barrister 
any longer, should anti-Jewish measures come into force 
and shall therefore have to try my chances somewhere 
else. I studied law at the Czech University in Prague, 
am Doctor of Laws and have had great experience 
in commerce. Besides of Czech, I speak rather well 
English, French, German and Spanish. My wife 
speaks the same languages and possessed commercial 
experience too. She is a chartered nurse. The personal 
particulars of my whole family are enclosed. 
I assure you, Dear Mr. Ballenberg, that, should you 
make up your mind and send [unreadable—copy is on 
the fold of the letter] another member of your family / 
affidavits, that we are prepared to do anything to earn our 
living. I have no other relatives in USA and am sending 
you this depressed letter with my greatest reluctance, 
forced only by the present strained circumstances. 
I hope you will kindly do what is in your power and 

thank you together with my wife from all my heart for 
whatever you will be kind enough to do for us. 
Yours very respectfully, [signed:] Karel Ballenberger 
1 photo, 1 enclosures. 
Dr. Karel Ballenberger, Prague XVIII. Vorechovka, 
Slunna 4. Czecho-Slovakia.

Carol was uncertain about which of her Cleveland 
Ballenberger relatives had received Karel’s letter. She 
guessed that the recipient was her great uncle Fred 
or his son Carl, who used a shortened version of the 
Ballenberger surname. Carol also didn’t know what 
response Karel had received. However, Ann said that 
Milena stated in one of her early letters to Karel that some 
affidavits were sent to Milena’s and Karel’s address in 
Prague, which Ann deduced were from Carol’s relatives.29 
But by then, the situation in Prague was so dire, it was 
probably too late for Karel and his family to get to the 
U.S.

Carol explained how the letter had come into her 
possession:

In the late 50s or early 60s I remember my father 
taking Karel Ballenberger’s letter and a few photos 
from his dresser drawer and handing them to me. I 
assumed that all of the items Dad gave me were from 
my grandmother Clara’s effects, especially because 
Dad couldn’t identify any of the people in the old 
photos. He pointed to the letter and said, “I always 
felt bad about that.” There was no envelope. The letter 
meant nothing to me at the time. I only remembered 
what my father had said because to us three kids, we 
never thought he felt bad about much of anything. So 
most likely, Dad did not respond to Karel’s plea. In 
1939 my father was married with two kids and one 
on the way, and he was starting to build a career. Who 
knows what he thought he could or couldn’t do at the 
time.30

Carol had tried repeatedly over the years to find a 
descendant of Karel to whom to give the letter, but 
without success. However, sometime in 2011, she noticed 
a reference in an internet search to a Karel Ballenberger in 
an article in the British genealogy journal, Shemot.31 The 
article was written by Joanie Schirm. In it, she describes 
the correspondence between her father, Arnost Holzer, 
and Karel, an old friend from Prague, before and during 
WWII. Carol immediately contacted Joanie Schirm and 
sent Karel’s letter to her, who in turn sent it on to Ann’s 
family. Ann wrote the following to Carol later:



August 2024                                                             Page 12                                              Volume XLIV, Number 2

ZichronNote: Journal of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society

Once again, I want to thank you for forwarding to 
me, through Joanie Schirm, the letter that my father, 
Karel Ballenberger, wrote to your great uncle, Fred 
Ballenberger. It is an important piece of the puzzle.32

Ann Bala Matyas’s Story

Karel Ballenberger spent the war years in England, joining 
the Czechslovakian army in 1940 and serving later as 
a diplomat in London. He changed his surname from 
Ballenberger to Bala during that time. 

    
Karel Bala 1935 and 1980

When the war was over in 1945, Karel returned to Prague 
and searched for his wife and children through the 
International Red Cross. They were officially declared 
dead on 15 May 1946. In addition, Karel’s mother, 
Hermine Lustig, and older brother, Zdenek, and many 
members of Milena Langer’s family also had been 
murdered in the Holocaust.33 

In 1947, Karel left Europe for a diplomatic position 
in Ottawa, Canada and married Vera Judith “Mima” 
Lowenbach, an old Prague friend of both Milena and 
him. They had two children, Ann and Nick, who were 
born in Canada. Following the Communist takeover in 
1948, Karel resigned the Czechoslovak foreign service, 
and joined Alcan in Montreal, working as an international 
executive until 1973.34

Ann and Nick, now a Canadian law professor,35 had grown 
up without any knowledge of their Jewish heritage or their 
father’s first marriage and the fate of his wife and their 
two children. When Karel married Mima, whose family 
had also escaped Czechoslovakia in 1939, he made her 
promise that they would protect their children by not 
sharing this information with them. However, in 1969, 
when the children became adults, their parents told them 
about their heritage and Karel’s first family. When Karel 
died in 1996, four years after Mima, Ann and Nick found 

a packet of letters that included those that Milena Langer 
(1912-1944) had written to Karel.36 Ann was editing 
Milena Langer’s letters for a proposed book.

Shortly after Karel’s death, Ann and Nick were contacted 
by Hugh Thompson, who was born in England in June 
1946. Hugh was conceived in an affair that Karel had just 
as the War was ending. Hugh’s mother was married, with 
her husband still in Germany at the time, but back with 
her soon after Hugh was conceived. She did not tell Hugh 
that Karel was his father until shortly before her death. 
Although Ann and Nick were a little dubious when they 
first heard from Hugh, it turns out that he looks more like 
Karel than Nick does. Nick and Hugh remain close and 
have visited Prague together.37

 
Hugh and Nick, London, July, 2022

Ann’s account of her family’s experience moved me 
deeply. I was grateful that my ancestors had immigrated 
to the safety the U.S. in the nineteenth century. The letters 
for her proposed book had references to people, events, 
and chronology that needed further clarification. I wanted 
to use my genealogical research skills and knowledge 
of the Ballenberger family to help Ann. She asked me 
if I could identify Mrs. Stastna-Eksteinova, the family 
member mentioned in Karel’s letter to Mr. Ballenberg. 
She also wanted to find the precise date when Karel went 
to England and to learn more about the Langer family. 
When I told her about the research that Julius Müller had 
done for me, she decided to ask him to research Milena 
Langer’s family.

Who was Mrs. Stastna-Eksteinova?

Karel’s 1939 letter to Mr. Ballenberg had begun: “It is 
to Mrs. Stastna-Eksteinova that I am indebted for your 
address.” I assumed from her name that she was a member 
of the Eckstein family that had settled in Cleveland. 
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Hermine Eckstein Stastny

I found that a Hermine Stastny was mentioned as a 
surviving daughter in obituaries for Leopold and Karolina 
Eckstein and until about 1940 was included as a sibling in 
obituaries for several of their children.38 I established from 
these obituaries that she was a granddaughter of Marie 
Ballenberger and Hermann Eckstein and therefore Karel 
Bala’s second cousin. I wondered if Hermine had a different 
status or history than that of her siblings because she wasn’t 
listed in any of the U.S. censuses for the Eckstein family 
between 1900 and 1930. In addition, since Karel referred 
to her by her Czech name in the letter, I thought she might 
have been living in Prague but was also in contact with her 
family in Cleveland. 

A month after Ann asked me if I could identify Mrs. 
Stastna-Eksteinova, I talked to Carl Shields on the phone 
for the first time. He told me that he knew about Hermine 
and that she and her husband had been killed in the 
Holocaust. I then found a Hermina Stastna born in 1885 
on the Yad Vashem names list but was not sure she was the 
right person because her maiden name was not included. I 
immediately wrote to Ann: 39

I have gotten some recent information on Hermina 
Stastna and her husband Oskar from a relative of 
Carol named Carl Shields. Hermine made a trip to 
Cleveland in 1935 and the boat manifest says she was 
living in Prague. For some reason, she was left behind 
at the age of 2, when the rest of the family moved 
to Cleveland. In the boat manifest it says that E. S. 
(Eddy) Eckstein was her brother. She and her husband 
were killed in the Holocaust.40

Four years later, on 11 January 2015, I received the 
following message on Geni.com from Tom Horacek, a 
man living in Australia: 

It was a great day when I Googled ‘Leopold Eckstein 
and Karolina’ and found your information.

Love the work on the Ecksteins. I am a grandson of 
Hermina. Her daughter Marta married Frank Horacek 
and came to Australia in 1951. Would love to be able 
to share information…41

Tom then sent me two documents that his mother, Marta 
Stastny Horacek, (1912-2016), had written, which 
explained why Hermine did not accompany the rest of her 
family to the U.S.: 

My mother Hermína Eckstein was born 28.11.1885 
in the small town in the Brandýs district, as the third 
child of Leopold and Karolína Eckstein. Their first 
child, a boy, died in infancy. The next to be born 
was Rudolf, then my mother, then the twins Marie 
and Berta in Bohemia, and Karel, Eddy and Jiří in 
Cleveland, in the USA. My mother alone of the 
children remained in Bohemia in the care of her 
grandmother, aunts, and uncles, in the little village 
near where she was born, Sluhy. …(M)y grandfather 
went off, as many did in those days, to seek his 
fortune in America. He managed to save enough to 
pay the passage for his wife and family, so a year later 
they followed him, that is my grandmother with three 
of the children My mother was four years then, living 
with her grandmother, who didn’t want to let her go. 
She said it was enough that her daughter went away…
Apparently grandfather was angry that she didn’t 
come and made a couple of fruitless attempts to get 
her over.42

In 1935, Hermine/a made one trip to Cleveland to meet 
her mother and siblings.

 

Mary, George (Jiří), Hermine,  Mary’s daughter, 
crouching, Karolina in hat, Bertha, Eddy
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She finally got to America when she was 49 years 
old. Her brother Eddy, who came in 1934 to 
Czechoslovakia to see where his parents were born, 
insisted she come to get to know her mother, whom 
he idolized. He paid mother’s passage, and so at the 
beginning of ’35 she went to Cleveland, where the 
whole family lived, apart from grandfather who died 
several years before. So, she didn’t get to know her 
father, and I doubt that she would have remembered 
him from before he went to America. Her mother was 
already very old but apparently still healthy and very 
energetic.43

When did Karel Ballenberger arrive in England?

Ann asked me to help her determine whether Karel 
had sent the 16 March 1939 letter to Mr. Ballenberg 
before or after he left Prague for England. I told her 
that I thought that Karel must have filled out an alien 
registration form which would indicate his date of entry. 
I remembered a website created by Richard Gaskell, 
a British man who had developed an interest in Czech 
and Slovak matters in the early 1990s. It had a section 
on World War II with many references. When I looked 
at it again, I found that Karel was included on a list 
entitled, NAMES OF REGISTERED INDIVIDUALS 
WITH THE BRITISH COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES 
FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND CZECH REFUGEE 
TRUST FUND.44 Ann wrote to Gaskell asking for more 
information about Karel’s time in England and he sent her 
a detailed response. He went further and located Karel’s 
complete immigration record in the British National 
Archives, which miraculously had been saved among the 
only 2% of those records that had survived. It showed that 
Karel had left Prague on 31 March 1939 and arrived in 
England on 3 April. Gaskell photographed the complete 
packet and sent it to Ann, who subsequently made a visit 
to the British Archives to see the file.45

The Langer Family

I contacted Ann next in October 2012 when I saw that 
she had put Milena Langer’s tree on Geni. She had hoped 
that the tree would attract the notice of Langer family 
descendants, but none had appeared. She told me that 
Julius Müller had found birth records for Milena Langer’s 
father, Leopold Langer, and some of his siblings. The 
Langer family had lived in Křelovice, a town 60 miles 
southeast of Prague. When I asked her if all of Leopold’s 
siblings had been murdered in the Holocaust, she told 
me about Rudolf, one of Leopold’s brothers, who had 
survived. She had found a letter that Rudolf had written to 
Karel from the U.S. on 20 August 1941. She wrote me:

I know that Leopold, Karel’s father-in-law, had 
a brother, RUDOLF LANGER who was in the 
States during the war and who had a business 
MANUFACTURER HORN BUTTONS at 47-33 5TH 
STREET LONG ISLAND CITY, N.Y. in the USA. 
I looked up the company and I see that Rudolf is 
deceased. He had a wife, Marta, and I am sure he had 
children. I am not sure if you know of an easy way to 
track them down.46

Once I learned that Rudolf had immigrated to the U.S., I 
found that he had made a series of business trips to New 
York City in the 1920s and ’30s, settling permanently 
in the U.S. in 1939. His wife and children joined him 
in 1940. Julius Müller had not found a birth record for 
Rudolf Langer in Křelovice. However, I was able to figure 
out his birthplace by comparing the different ways it was 
listed on various ship manifests. I then located his 1892 
Bohemian birth record in Stojslavice, a small town near 
Křelovice to which the Langer family had moved by the 
time he was born.

I tried to help Ann track down Rudolf’s descendants, 
using all the clues that she had given me and the records 
I had found online. I eventually discovered and sent Ann 
an article in a Bainbridge Island, Washington newspaper 
about a Holocaust claim filed by Rudolf’s granddaughter, 
Alice Langer Acker.47 I also found a possible phone 
number for her. Ann responded: 

This is a virtual treasure trove of information, 
especially the article about Rudolph Langer’s 
granddaughter, Alice Acker and the contact 
information for her. I will telephone her tomorrow.48

Alice Acker, after some initial suspicion about who 
was calling her, provided valuable information about 
the Langer family, a family tree, and some photos. She 
confirmed that Milena’s father, Leopold Langer, and most 
of the family were murdered in the Holocaust. Ann wrote 
me:

Alice and I have been emailing back and forth every 
day, and I think she already trusts me more. I have 
tried to be as reassuring as I can. Again, my social 
work skills come in handy!49

I was overjoyed that I could connect Ann to a Langer 
relative. My reward was to be part of her exciting 
discovery process. 
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Over the next few years, I corresponded with Ann and 
Carol occasionally, sharing my newest Ballenberger 
insights. In December 2015, when I sent my usual yearly 
update on my genealogical research to her and other family 
members, Ann informed me that she had been diagnosed 
with cancer in October 2015 and was undergoing 
treatment. She passed away on 19 April 2016.50

 
Ann Bala Matyas

I wrote the following message of condolence to Nick Bala:

Although we never met in person, we [Ann and I] 
carried on an intense and meaningful correspondence 
over the past five years, Whenever I found something 
that I thought would interest her, I sent it. It is hard 
to convey the quality of our correspondence and the 
impact her personal story had on me. When I first 
contacted her in 2011, she was extremely gracious 
and generous in giving me information about your 
part of our common Ballenberger family history. This 
was followed by in depth communication about her 
planned book based on Milena Langer Ballenberger’s 
letters. With my genealogical skills, I was able to help 
her research various parts of the story…It gave me 
great pleasure to contribute to her work. I was eagerly 
awaiting the completion of the project and publication 
of the book.51

I received a reply from Nick Bala:

My sister Ann was deeply immersed in learning about 
the family’s tragic history, and I know that she greatly 
appreciated the opportunity to exchange information 
and stories with relatives like you, even though you 
never met in person.

All the best, Nick52

Reflections
My genealogical research began with a person I had 
known in real life, my paternal grandmother, Bertha 
Pick. An inherited portrait of Bertha’s grandmother, 
Mina Ballenberger Schneider, inspired a search for 
information about the Ballenberger branch of my family, 
taking me back to my 3rd great grandfather, Rabbi Samuel 
Ballenberger, who was born in Bamberg, Bavaria in the 
eighteenth century. The research has stretched over many 
years starting with work done by Prague genealogist Julius 
Müller and has brought together representatives of the 
branches of the Ballenberger family living in the U.S., 
Canada, Australia, and the Czech Republic.

Over the years, I have learned about the different paths 
followed by the descendants of Samuel Ballenberger 
and Marie Bondy as they spread around the world. The 
families of Mina, Karl, and Marie Ballenberger, who 
left Bohemia and settled in the United States in the 
nineteenth century, were protected from the Holocaust. 
Many members of the families of Jakob and of Moritz 
Ballenberger who remained in Prague, were among the 
77,297 Jewish victims from Bohemia and Moravia whose 
names are inscribed on the walls of the Pinkas Synagogue 
in the old Jewish section of Prague.

 
Czech and Moravian victims of the Holocaust, Pinkas 

Synagogue, Prague

Karel Bala started a new life in Canada in 1947. However, 
he “never forgave himself for the suffering and deaths 
of his first family and he blamed himself for wrongly 
perceiving the situation in March 1939.”53 Karel’s sister, 
Anči [Anna] Ballenberger Eisler, also survived the war 
as did her two daughters, Hana and Soňa. Anči was 
deported to Terezin on 3 August 1942. Hana and Soňa 
evaded deportation, in large part due to the efforts of their 
father, who died of cancer in October 1941. They obtained 
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Ballenberger Tree 
(Showing Selected Descendants)

false papers and ended up as forced laborers in a German 
convent. Soňa’s daughter, Jitka Kubr Deyl, described her 
family’s wartime experience in a family history book she 
wrote for her daughter, Anna, in 2018.54 

The Eisler and Ballenberger families were of Jewish 
origin and in 1941 this was a guarantee that they 
would be transported to one of several concentration 
camps…Hana and Soňa’s father tried different ways 
to delay sending his family away on the transport, and 
in the meantime, he tried to find a way for them to 
escape Prague… He saved both of their lives… With 
the help of relatives and friends, they finally managed 
to get to the Kurheim Bad Adelholzen Convent in 
Bavaria, where they went into hiding from 7 May 
1943 to 6 June 1945. Thanks to this, they escaped the 
transport that they were destined for on 11 November 
1943.55

After the war, Anci was released and returned to Prague 
and her daughters came home from the convent.

Anči returned from Terezín after 9 May 1945 
just before the camp was closed for typhoid. 
She was picked up by … Jiří Kubr [whom Soňa 
subsequently married] and taken back to Prague on 
his motorcycle.”56

So, for Anči, it was not a matter of going back to the 
Czech Republic. She never left.”57

The Ballenberger family has maintained an unbroken 
connection to the Czech Republic to the present, 
continuing to contribute to the life of the country. Anči’s 
grandson, (Hana’s son), Michael Žantovský, has served 
in the Czech government and in the Czech foreign service 
as ambassador from the Czech Republic to the United 
Kingdom, United States, and Israel.58

An essential element of my research has been networking 
with others which has sent me on many interesting 
tangents and provided me with information I would not 
have found otherwise. When I attended my first IAJGS 
conference in 2008, I learned about the research done by 
the Austria-Czech SIG of JewishGen. Celia Male led me 
to Julius Müller, who first told me about the Ballenberger 
family and did the initial research. Gary Silverstein 
connected me to three Ballenberger descendants who 
provided me with personal stories. My Geni family tree 
led Hermine Stastny’s grandson, Tom Horacek, to reach 
out to me. I have met few of these people in person, but 
through our email exchanges, have had many intense 
moments and exciting surprises and insights that have 
suggested the next direction to explore.
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newspaper, Prager Tagblatt, and the Prague population 
register.

10.  The only record of Mina’s age is in her Neue Freie 
Presse obituary, which says she was in her ninetieth year 
in 1889. No birth or marriage record has survived.

11.  Julius Müller, email message to author, 19 March 
2010.

12.  https://case.edu/ech/articles/w/willett-st-cemetery.
13.  Records of Carl’s birth year are inconsistent. His 

death record says he was 78 in 1895. However, the 
1857 marriage record says he was 28 and the 1885 boat 
manifest says he was 55.

14.  According to Arthur Kraus’s wife, Alice, her 
mother-in-law, Clara Ballenberger Kraus, had told her that 
Karl and Louise were cousins. Arthur Kraus, interview 
conducted by Carol Kraus Provisor in 1990 and 1991.

15.  Adalbert Ballenberger died on 29 August 1871 at 
seven months. https://vademecum.nacr.cz/vademecum/
permalink?xid=f2c4eee0-714c-477f-bdc7-79fecdf59f0e&s
can=f9431604fa3a95384b1683665b1188f2.

16.  Arthur Kraus, letter to grandson, James Kraus, 2 
January 1981.

17.  Ibid.
18.  Jeffrey S. Morris, Haymarket to the Heights, 2014 

pp. 64-68. https://www.jewishhistorycleveland.com/.
19.  I have not found his boat manifest, but 1888 is his 

emigration year in the 1900 census.
20.  Cleveland Public Library Digital Collection: 1873-

1874; 1889-1890 https://cplorg.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
collection/p16014coll29.

21.  Arthur Kraus, interview conducted by Carol Kraus 
Provisor in 1990 and 1991.

22.  https://ottawacitizen.remembering.ca/obituary/ann-
matyas-1066272541.

23.  Milena did not want to leave her parents on short 
notice. Her brother, Jan, (1916-1934) had committed 
suicide when he was 17 and her parents were still 
grieving. See https://www.salon.com/2019/03/15/children-
of-holocaust-survivors-bonding-over-our-fathers-wartime-
friendship/ for more of the story.

24.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 26 
August 2011.

25.  Karl did not have a son named Leopold; Gutman 
had died before Leopold was born.

26.  The Prague Population Register 1830-1910 (1920), 
https://katalog.ahmp.cz/pragapublica/, had more made me 
aware of the existence of Moritz, in a record for his son, 
Josef aka Samuel Josef.

27.  Anno historical newspapers and magazines, https://
anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?apm=0&aid=ptb&dat
um=19100327&seite=126&zoom=10. First available at 

Notes
1.  https://www.ikg-wien.at/
2.  HBM 1992 Sušice, p. 39 https://vademecum.nacr.cz/

vademecum/permalink?xid=0aaf20eb-be0c-4c25-8136-ce
fb723bc281&scan=b91330357e92dd220873530658bb6
4f8.

3.  Initially, access to Czech Jewish sources required 
hiring a local genealogist or going to an archive. Over 
the years, more sources have become available online 
and easier to access. The Bohemian Jewish records, 
which have changed website addresses several times, are 
now being indexed on JewishGen. The most up to date 
information about available sources has been compiled 
by E. Randol Schoenberg (randols@bslaw.net) who gives 
a lecture entitled What’s New with Austrian and Czech 
Jewish Genealogy? at the IAJGS yearly conference.

4.  Julius Müller believes that Samuel changed his 
surname from Bamberger to Ballenberger. A Samuel  
Bam-berger is listed as a student in the 1794 Prague 
census, living in the household of Moises Wedeles. http://
pvh.ff.cuni.cz/soupisy.htm. 

5.  Daniel Polakovič, a Prague Jewish Museum expert, 
found in 2009 that 90% of the tombstones in the Třebotov 
cemetery that Prague librarian and scholar Tobias 
Jakobovits had transcribed in the 1920s, were missing. 
Julius Müller, email message to author, 22 October 2009. 
Julius Müller found the transcription of Rabbi Samuel 
Ballenberger’s tombstone in the collection of Prague 
Jewish Museum. Julius Müller, email message to author, 4 
September 2013.

6.  The original Czech version of the article, 
Kunratice u Prahy/Kunratitz bei Prag, compiled by 
Jaroslav Rokycana, Prague, is included in Die Juden 
und Judengemeinde Bohmens in Vergangenheit und 
Gegenwart, edited by Hugo Gold, published in Brunn- 
Prague, 1934: Judischer Buch-und Kunst Verlag. An 
English version, The History of the Jews in Kunratice-
by-Prague, translated from the original Czech by Jan O. 
Hellmann/DK, edited by Rob Pearman/UK, is available 
on JewishGen.org. https://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/
bohemia/boh325.html.

7.  Lochkov birth, marriage, death records 1869-1873. 
Private communication, Julius Müller to author, 3 March 
2009.

8.  Liteň circumcision book 1781-1838, HBMa 1056. 
Private communication, Julius Müller to author, 15 March 
2010.

9.  Online sources include Jewish birth, marriage, 
and death registers, Catholic duplicate records, Prague 
conscription records (1850-1914), records from Yad 
Vashem and other Holocaust sites, obituaries in the Prague 

https://case.edu/ech/articles/w/willett-st-cemetery
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Editor’s Note
Neue Freie Presse Death Notices

In case you overlooked footnote 27: 
27. Anno historical newspapers and magazines, 
https://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?apm=0&ai
d=ptb&datum=19100327&seite=126&zoom=10. 
First available at https://www.genteam.at/en/ and 
now also on Jewishgen.

JewishGen describes this valuable source:
“Death notices from the Neue Freie Presse, a 
newspaper in Vienna, Austria, 1864-1939. The 
Neue Freie Presse was a newspaper where Jews in 
Vienna commonly placed notices of deaths.”

The Anno site has other newspapers also, 
including Prager Tagblatt.

https://www.genteam.at/en/ and now also on Jewishgen.
28.  Likely Carol Kraus Provisor’s great uncle Fred 

Ballenberger or his son, Carl Ballenberg, a nephew of 
Clara Ballenberger Kraus. 

29.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 27 
August 2011.

30.  Carol Kraus Provisor, email message to author, 7 
March 2022.

31.  Letters found after 70 years, http://jgsgb.org.uk/
members/shemot/Shemot_December_2010.pdf, p. 13. 
When her father, Arnost Holzer, died, Joanie Schirm 
discovered 400 letters to and from her father from men 
who had been fellow students in Prague, one of whom was 
Karel Ballenberger. Joanie had tracked down descendants 
of these people and gotten their stories of survival which 
are described in her book, “Adventurers Against Their 
Will.”

32.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to Carol Kraus 
Provisor, Art Kraus, and author, 29 August 2011.

33.  More than 20 descendants of Moritz Ballenberger 
perished in the Holocaust. 

34.  See obituary: The Gazette, January 4, 1996, Page 
48. via Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/
article/the-gazette-obituary-for-karel-bala/144301127/).

35.  https://law.queensu.ca/news/Meet-our-faculty-
Distinguished-University-Professor-Nicholas-Bala.

36.  For more about Karel Ballenberger and Milena 
Langer, see https://www.salon.com/2019/03/15/children-
of-holocaust-survivors-bonding-over-our-fathers-wartime-
friendship/.

37.  Nick Bala, email message to author, 18 June 2024
38.  See Cleveland Necrology Index, https://cpl.org/

newsindex.
39.  Author, email message to Ann Bala Matyas, 27 

October 2011.
40.  https://www.holocaust.cz/en/database-of-victims/

victim/128839-hermina-stastna/ and https://www.
holocaust.cz/en/database-of-victims/victim/128854-oskar-
stastny/ 

41.  Tom Horacek, email message to author, 13 January 
2015.

42.  An excerpt of a document written by Hermina 
Eckstein Stastna’s daughter, Marta Stastna Horacek, about 
her life. Date unknown. It covers the non-migration of her 
mother, in the 1880’s. Tom Horacek, email message to 
author, 17 January 2015. 

43.  Ibid.
44.  The old website called Czech and Slovak Things, 

still exists. The link to the list is: https://www.geocities.
ws/czechandslovakthings/WW2_CRTF_regind.htm.

45.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 11 
September 2011.

46.  Ann Bala Matyas, message on Geni.com, to author, 
16 October 2012.

47.  The Last of the Langer Line, Kitsap Sun, Sat, Apr 
10, 2004·p.1, continued on p.3, via Newspapers.com. 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/816432508/?match=1
&terms=the%20last%20of%20the%20langer%20line

48.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 20 
October 2012.

49.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 25 
October 2012.

50.  https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/
legacyremembers/ann-matyas-obituary?id=42368902 

51.  Author, email message to Nick Bala, 3 May 2016.
52.  Nick Bala, email message to author, 3 May 2016.
53.  The Way We Were, The War, chapter III, Jitka Kubr 

Deyl, 2018.
54.  Ibid.
55.  Ibid.
56.  Jitka Kubr Deyl, email message to author, 7 July 

2024.
57.  Ann Bala Matyas, email message to author, 21 

October 2012.
58.  https://globalcommissionforpostpandemicpolicy.org/

about/commissioners/michael-zantovsky/
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Have you had a breakthrough in your family research, solved a family mystery through a 
novel resource, pulled together a team of cousins to reconstruct a branch, or walked where 
your ancestors walked? Have your projects moved forward with a surprising discovery? Has 
your family’s history or pursuing your family’s history taught you something about life? Tell 
us your story, share your discovery! We want to read about it in ZichronNote.

And you don’t have to do it alone. ZichronNote will help you tell your tale, perfect your 
images, and create a layout you’ll be proud to share with friends and family. Remember, you 
retain the copyright!

Please submit materials to zichronnote@sfbajgs.org.

With gratitude to our long-term advertiser and supporter Sinai Memorial Chapel

https://www.sinaichapel.org
https://www.sinaichapel.org/
mailto:zichronnote@sfbajgs.org
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For more SFBAJGS program information and to register for a presentation, visit https://www.sfbajgs.org 
Feel free to invite friends!
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