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Society News
SFBAJGS members are urged to VOTE

for your 2023-2024 Officers.

You will have received ballots
via mail and via ConstantContact email.

for more information, email:
nominations@sfbajgs.org 

Join! Renew! Donate!
https://www.sfbajgs.org/JOIN.html

Janice Sellers has posted the first of the 2024 Zoom Programs

Write for ZichronNote
Proofread for ZichronNote!

email Barbara at ZichronNote@sfbajgs.org

Attend an SFBAJGS Zoom Board Meeting
next: Sunday, February 4, 2024 at 10:00 am

for more information
email Jeremy at president@sfbajgs.org

o
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Genealogy is an ever-unfolding quest
As time passes, new information may add to or alter an 
original story. In May 2021, I published an article in 
ZichronNote, Unraveling the Basis of a Mysterious DNA 
Match1, about a close match on MyHeritage between 
my brother-in-law, Richard Gray, and Christiane R., a 
previously unknown French woman. Christiane was born 
in Marseille in November 1946, the daughter of Anne-
Marie Delor and an unknown American soldier. Anne-
Marie died in 1957 at age 28 without telling Christiane her 
father’s identity. Christiane was raised by her grandmother 
and her Aunt Janine (her mother’s older sister) after Anne-
Marie’s death, both of whom refused to tell her who her 
father was. In addition, before her death, Aunt Janine 
burned some old letters addressed to Anne-Marie that 
were likely from him.

A DNA Match shows Jewish Ancestry
I first became aware of Christiane’s match to Richard 
Gray in June 2020. After Christiane responded to my 
initial message, she and I carried on an extensive email 
correspondence in French. Christiane and Richard 
were likely first cousins once removed given the size 
of their match and their age difference2. Christiane’s 
ethnicity, mainly Spanish and Italian, also included 
21.8% Ashkenazi, indicating that she likely had one 
Jewish grandparent, and 4.8% Mesoamerican. Her Jewish 
ancestry could have come only from a man in Richard 
Gray’s family and her Mesoamerican ethnicity from the 
woman with whom he connected3.

Photos prompt a Memory
Two months into our correspondence, Christiane requested 
photos of the Gray family. After she received them, she 
recalled an album that had photo postcards of her mother 
with two different American soldiers, Robert and Bill. The 
one with Robert was undated4, but the other with Bill had 
an inscription with the date of February 10, 1946, about 
the time of Christiane’s conception, so he seemed a likely 
candidate to have been her birth father.

Toward Identifying the Unknown Fathers of Two Related French Women
Ann L. Fuller

Ann L. Fuller is an Affiliate Scholar at Oberlin College and a Geni.com volunteer curator. She grew up in Chicago, 
Illinois, earned an M.A. in history and a Ph.D. in plasma physics, and served for 28 years as executive director of 
a social services agency serving low-income persons in Oberlin, Ohio. She started doing genealogy as a retirement 
activity in 2007 by joining Geni.com, the then-new genealogy–social networking site, and has since expanded her 
research interests into multiple geographical areas and DNA. She has been a member of SFBAJGS since 2010.

     
February 10, 1946 photo of Bill & Anne-Marie

After much research, I determined that the unknown 
soldier was likely the unacknowledged son of William 
Gray, one of Richard Gray’s paternal uncles, who had 
made multiple business trips to Mexico5. However, 
because Christiane was the product of two generations of 
non-marital births, I was not able to establish her father’s 
surname. Nor was I able, without further DNA matches, 
to find out the identity of her father’s mother, the woman 
with Mesoamerican ancestry.

Two different subsequent developments resulting from 
DNA matches have added new dimensions to Christiane’s 
story: one that gives insight into her immediate family and 
the other that links her to her Mesoamerican heritage.

History repeats itself
On 3 February 2021, a French woman named Natacha M. 
sent the following message to Christiane on MyHeritage6:

Good evening, Christiane  I have just received my 
DNA results and we have a lot in common, you are the 
sister of my grandmother or my grandmother on my 
father’s side, I don’t really understand! Anyway, I can’t 
wait to chat with you 

https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote-2021-05.pdf
https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote-2021-05.pdf
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Startling New Message
Natacha also sent a message to me because I had uploaded 
Christiane’s raw data to my own MyHeritage account to 
make it easier for me to work with her DNA matches:

Hello Ann  Do You speak French? You are my 
grandmother  

Startled by her message, I answered that I was not her 
grandmother and explained why I was connected to 
Christiane’s profile. As we communicated back and forth 
in French, I soon learned that Natacha who was born 
in 1985, had an eerily similar story to Christiane’s. Her 
mother had died in 2018 without divulging the identity 
of her father, whom she now learned was related to 
Christiane. 

I initially questioned whether Christiane could be 
Natacha’s grandmother; Christiane had talked about 
her daughter, but she had never mentioned a son. I first 
ruled out that Natacha had descended from Christiane’s 
maternal aunt or uncles. Christiane’s maternal first 
cousin, Bernard Delor, the son of one uncle, had tested 
on MyHeritage, but his match to Natacha7 was too small 
to have come directly through his father. In addition, 
Natacha (but not Bernard Delor) matched Richard Gray8 
so she had to have descended directly from Christiane. 
When I looked up what different relationships were 
possible between Natacha and Christiane given the size 
of their match9, I found that grandmother was included. If 
Christiane was Natacha’s grandmother, then Richard Gray 
was Natacha’s first cousin three times removed (1C3R)10 
and Bernard Delor, her first cousin twice removed 
(1C2R)11, both statistically possible relationships.

I next looked at the age difference between Christiane 
and Natacha. Christiane was born in 1946 and Natacha in 
1985. Natacha’s mother was born in 1962, so her unknown 
father might have been born at about the same time. I 
hypothesized that if he was Christiane’s son, Christiane 
may have given birth to him at age 16 and her family 
would have been aware of the situation, (probably not a 
welcome development).

On 5 February 2021, just two days after Natacha had sent 
her first message to Christiane, she wrote me that she had 
not received a reply. I urged her to be patient, telling her 
that Christiane and her husband had health issues and that 
she had taken six weeks to answer my initial message to 
her in 2020. Natacha replied on 8 February 2021:

OK Ann thank you! Yes, you are right, I will wait and 
be patient, there is nothing more I can do ... no I think 
she is not at all aware of my existence ... My mother at 
the time of my birth had psychological problems and 
was never able to answer me. She died 2 years ago. I’ll 
tell you when I hear back, thank you for everything!

My correspondence with Christiane had slowed by this 
time due to her deteriorating health and her husband’s 
worsening dementia, so I didn’t think that she would see 
Natacha’s message or respond to her quickly. Natacha 
sought information about Christiane from me including 
the name of Christiane’s husband. I felt torn: while I 
wanted to help her, I did not want to betray Christiane’s 
confidences or give her Christiane’s direct email address. 
However, I did answer her question about the city in 
which Christiane resided and learned that Natacha lived 
nearby in Aix-en-Provence. By then, I felt obligated 
to inform Christiane of this potentially momentous 
development. I decided with some reluctance to let her 
know of Natacha’s existence and the size of her match, not 
necessarily expecting a reply. I then stopped answering 
Natacha’s questions, hoping that Christiane, once aware of 
the match and given her own history, would tell Natacha 
about her father.

On 12 February 2021, Natacha wrote me that once she had 
learned from me that Christiane was in Marseille, she had 
located her and spoken to her on the phone. She reported 
that Christiane admitted that she was her grandmother, and 
her deceased son was Natacha’s father. She seemed tired 
and sick and told her to contact her daughter, Alix, for 
more information. Natacha called and later met with Alix 
who filled in more details about her deceased half-brother, 
Patrice, Christiane’s son from her first marriage. He had 
gotten together with Natacha’s mother when he was 18 
and she was 23.

I looked for Patrice’s death record and found one for 
a Patrick R. (1963-1995) who was born and had died 
in Marseille. When I shared this with Natacha on 15 
February 2021, she said that her father was not Patrick 
R: He was Patrice Bernardi (born in 1966), who had died 
of a stroke in Orleans in 2010. Alix had told her that he 
and Christiane had been estranged in his last years, likely 
another reason for Christiane’s ongoing melancholy. 
Alix sent Natacha a blurry photo of herself, Patrice, with 
Aunt Janine. After seeing the photo, Natacha’s maternal 
grandmother remembered having seen Patrice in her 
daughter’s house.
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A clue about Christiane’s Mesoamerican Heritage
In September 2023, I noticed a new second cousin match 
to Christiane on MyHeritage, a Peruvian-American 
woman in her 70s named Petu Pérez-P. She had included 
a family tree which showed that all her grandparents were 
born in Peru except her paternal grandfather, Nicolas 
Pérez, who was born in Mexico. I wrote to Petu about her 
match to Christiane, told her about Christiane’s search 
for the identity of her unknown father, and asked her 
what she knew about Nicolas Pérez. She replied quickly 
saying that she knew nothing about Nicolas Pérez and was 
hoping that I could tell her something about him. By the 
size of her match to Christiane12, Christiane’s father could 
have been the son of Nicolas Pérez’s sister. I sent Petu the 
1946 photo of Anne-Marie and Bill hoping that she would 
recognize Bill. She did not, but when she sent the photo 
to her sister in Lima, they agreed that Bill resembled their 
father as a young man. She sent me a photo of him at an 
older age,13 the only one she had.

     
Guillermo Perez Fajardo

Since Petu had no information about Nicolas Pérez, she 
asked me to contact her first cousin, Alfonso Pérez-T., 
a retired doctor in his 70s living in Illinois who was 
working on a Pérez family tree. She didn’t have his email 
address, so she suggested that I write him on Facebook, 
but I was skeptical about whether he would notice a 
message. Having no alternative, I eventually contacted 
him on Facebook Messenger and as I expected, received 
no reply. When I told Petu, she revealed that she hadn’t 
talked to her cousin for thirty years due to something that 
had happened long ago. Motivated by my request, she got 
his cell phone number in Lima, where he was on a visit. 
After she reconnected with him and filled him in about 
my quest, she told me to phone him. Rather than make a 
cold call to a stranger, I preferred to text him so that he 
would have time to consider his reply. After explaining my 
interest in helping Christiane, I told him about Petu’s close 

match to her and what I knew about Christiane’s unknown 
father; I attached the 1946 photo postcard of Anne-Marie 
and Bill to my text and asked him for his email address 
to make future communication easier. Once received, I 
emailed him the following message: 

I did find a marriage record for Nicolas Pérez Martinez 
and Sara Fajardo. It says that he was born in Tampico, 
Mexico. I couldn’t find any other records that showed 
Nicolas’s siblings. I am hoping that you know more 
about Nicolas than Petu does. While I don’t know 
whether Christiane’s father, Bill, comes from the 
Pérez family, it is a good place to start. Her paternal 
grandfather (William Gray) travelled in Mexico, so 
I think it is likely that he met Bill’s mother there. 
However, since Christiane’s father Bill served in the 
U.S. army in WWII, I assume he lived in the U.S. I 
have a passport document for William Gray that shows 
that he was traveling on at least two trips to Mexico 
and possibly Peru in 1920. From that, I think that Bill 
would have been born in about 1921. Is there anyone in 
your family (possibly a first cousin to your father and 
Guillermo), who would fit that description and could 
possibly resemble the man in the photo I sent you in the 
text? I realize that you may not have any information, 
but thanks for any help here.

Alfonso replied with information about the Pérez family 
and included a photo of his father, Alfonso Pérez Fajardo, 
but did not mention any cousin who fit Bill’s description. 

Alfonso Pérez Fajardo

My grandparents Nicolas and Sara married in Lima in 
1915; they have 3 children: Alfonso born in November 
1915, Guillermo born in 1916 and Sara born in 1918; all 
of them were born in Lima. In 1919 all of them move 
to Mexico and live in Mexico DF until 1926 when they 
return to Lima. I hear stories from my grandmother 
Sara that the family had business in San Francisco and 
part of the family was planning to move (there)…; my 
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grandmother refuse to go to San Francisco for language 
issues as they didn’t speak English. She remembers 
that Nicolas went to San Francisco in various occasions 
(1919 to 1926) with some members of his family. 
Nicolas died in Lima in the 1930’s. The family contact 
Sara and offer to receive all of them in Mexico but an 
uncle (I hear his name was Eulalio) was traveling by 
plane with this purpose but the plane had an accident 
and the uncle died. After this Sara decided to stay in 
Lima and lost communication with the family. I hear 
that the family (Pérez), had houses in Cuernavaca 
(Mexico DF), and a farm in Veracruz. Unfortunately, I 
don’t have more information of Nicolas’s family. I am 
sending some pictures of my father Alfonso that looks 
very similar to the picture that you sent.

Although Alfonso had limited knowledge about Nicolas 
Pérez’s Mexican relatives, he had given me some 
new information to research. I was able to find Lima 
documents for some of Petu’s family members on 
Ancestry and Familysearch, using her MyHeritage tree 
as a basis. They included, besides Nicolas’s and Sara’s 
1915 marriage registration, Christening and marriage 
registrations for their three children Alfonso, Guillermo, 
and Sara. When I extended my search to Mexican 
records, I relied on the marriage registration for Nicolas 
and Sara for the names of his parents (Nicolas Pérez 
and Victoria Martinez) and for his birthplace (Tampico, 
Mexico). Although Mexican birth records are available on 
Familysearch for a variety of time periods and locations, 
including Tampico, I could not find one listing for 
Nicholas or his parents in any part of Mexico, searching 
for the right Pérez or Martinez, singly or together14. Nor 
was I able to find any reference to Uncle Eulalio.

   
Marriage record of Nicolas Pérez and Sara Fajardo

The DNA Evidence
I am aware of the limits to the research I have been able 
to do so far. I would have liked Alfonso to take a DNA 
test so I could confirm that the Pérez family was the 
source of the match, but I didn’t have enough contact with 
him to make that suggestion. I might have found more 
sizeable DNA matches with Mesoamerican ancestry if 
Christiane and Petu had tested at other companies besides 
MyHeritage. Christiane was unable to test at Ancestry 
due to French restrictions on DNA testing, but I had 
uploaded her raw data to FamilytreeDNA and Gedmatch. 
Fortunately, Petu had also uploaded her results to 
FamilytreeDNA, reconfirming a close match to Christiane 
and giving me Petu’s direct email address. In addition, my 
Mexican record search might have been more successful, 
if I had found more than one document that included the 
names of Nicolas’s parents.

Common Ancestors
Thus far, without relevant Mexican records and other 
close DNA test results, I only had indirect ways to support 
my hypothesis that the Pérez family was the source of the 
match between Petu and Christiane. These included an 
ethnicity comparison and AutoCluster and photo analyses. 
Petu and Christiane both have Mesoamerican ancestry 
(Petu: 22.2% and Christiane: 4.8%). In an analysis using 
the MyHeritage AutoCluster tool, I found that Petu and 
Christiane shared a cluster with three others of Mexican 
ancestry, indicating that all those matches descend from a 
common ancestral couple.

Facial Similarity Software
The other indirect evidence came from a photographic 
comparison of Bill, as pictured in the 1946 photo, with 
photos of Petu’s and Alfonso’s fathers, Guillermo and 
Alfonso Pérez Fajardo. Petu and Alfonso had both 
remarked on the resemblance between Bill and their 
fathers. I was interested in comparing the few photos, 
using a facial recognition program. The results using the 
app Face/Face15 are shown below. The two Pérez Fajardo 
brothers (using the two photos of Guillermo and one of 
Alfonso) share a 72% or 73% similarity. When I compared 
Guillermo’s two photos with the one of Bill, they 
were rated as 66% and 70% similar with the comment, 
“noticeably alike.” The photos of Alfonso and Bill are 
rated as 82% similar with the comment “practically 
twins.”
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             Guillermo older-Alfonso     Alfonso-Guillermo younger

  
  Guillermo older–Bill   Guillermo younger–Bill        Alfonso–Bill 

I wondered whether the Face/Face similarity ratings 
would be consistent with those in four other free facial 
recognition programs using the same photos. While all 
five programs16 correctly identified two different photos 
of the same person, the similarity comparisons of two 
different people varied greatly. (See table below.) The 
variation may be due to the poor quality of the photos: For 
a good comparison, the faces must be in a frontal view 
and the photos well-lit and of decent resolution. None of 
the photos used for this test met those criteria. In addition, 
there was no available way to evaluate the quality of 
different programs or to compare the algorithms they used.

Conclusion
There are always loose ends in any genealogical 
exploration. In the three years since I first became aware 
of the match between Christiane R. and my brother-in-
law, Richard Gray, two significant new DNA matches to 

Christiane have emerged, Natacha M. and Petu Pérez-P. 
Natacha M. sought the identity of her birth father and 
discovered that he was  Christiane’s late son, Patrice. 
Christiane’s tantalizing match to Petu shed light on the 
source of her Mesoamerican ancestry but did not lead 
to the identification of her father. It is possible that 
more close matches will appear in the future and that 
someone will emerge who has knowledge of Nicolas 
Pérez’s Mexican relatives. Patience and persistence will 
be required along with luck that the right persons will 
eventually test.

Endnotes
1.  ZichronNote, Volume XLI, number 2, May 2021, p. 4, See https://
www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
2.  Richard Gray was born on 30 December 1928.
3.  Christiane’s maternal relatives have no Ashkenazi or Mesoamerican 
ancestry.
4.  Christiane thought that the undated photo of Anne-Marie with 
Robert was also taken in 1946. Anne-Marie is wearing the same coat 
and shoes in both photos.
5.  Although I had documentary proof, William Gray was the most 
likely candidate by process of elimination. See ZichronNote, Volume 
XLI, number 2, May 2021, p. 4, See https://www.sfbajgs.org/
ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
6.  Christiane had given me the username and password for her 
MyHeritage account.
7.  Match between Bernard Delor and Natacha M.: Total 279.8 cM. 
largest segment 71.4 cM. 
8.  Match between Richard Gray and Natacha M.: Total 59.9 cM. 
largest segment 32.9 cM.
9.  I used the Shared cM Project 4.0 tool v4 on DNAPainter.com.
10.  A relationship with 13% probability, using the Shared cM Project 
4.0 tool v4 on DNAPainter.com.
11.  A relationship with 60% probability using the Shared cM Project 
4.0 tool v4 on DNAPainter.com.
12.  Match between Christiane and Petu Pérez-P: Total 215.5 cM. 
largest segment 52.6 cM. 
13.  I later found a photo of Guillermo at a younger age on her sister’s 
Facebook page.
14.  Mexican surnames combine surnames of father and mother. I was 
relying on the parental information on Nicolas’ and Sara’s marriage 
registration, which said that Nicolas’ father was also Nicolas Pérez, and 
his mother was Victoria Martinez, so he was Nicholas Pérez Martinez..
15.  Face/Face is a free app from the Apple store. 
16.  Face/Face, Compare a Face on Family Search, PicTriev, Face 
Comparison, and Face Shape.

https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
https://www.sfbajgs.org/ZichronNote/ZichronNote.html
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/face-face-photo-similarity-app/id1580703242
https://d.docs.live.net/98bce06b8c6c6489/1 Geni - FAMILY/Gray/christiane Robin match/Writeups/familysearch.org
https://d.docs.live.net/98bce06b8c6c6489/1 Geni - FAMILY/Gray/christiane Robin match/Writeups/pictriev.com
https://facecomparison.toolpie.com/
https://facecomparison.toolpie.com/
https://www.faceshape.com/
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Sometimes a French Connection Changes a Life
Barbara Toby Stack

Barbara has been researching her family roots in Poland and Ukraine since the late 1980s when her sister met a maternal cousin, 
Joseph Chandler, of Portland, Maine, who had made an enormous hand-written family tree. Barbara began to map it into Reunion 
software and started exchanging letters with far-flung aunts and uncles. In late 2009, a mutual friend introduced her to Jeremy 
Frankel, who pointed to the LDS Family History Library in Oakland and to the SFBAJGS. She joined in 2010. Barbara’s most 
recent pleasures have been in reintroducing members of long-separated branches of the family. In her professional life Barbara has 
been a systems analyst, a fiddler, a youth orchestra ED, and most recently an archivist, editor, and writing coach.

These days the genealogy community is worrying about 
the next generation. We’ve always worried about the kids. 
This time the concern is whether they will step up with an 
interest and a sense of responsibility in the passing-on of 
accumulated family history to the generations to come.

We can worry and wait and see or we can create the future 
we wish to see.

When I consider my own history I can clearly see that I 
was set up. In another use of a word we see these days, I 
was “recruited” to be a family historian. My mother made 
family photo scrapbooks a part of our lives. My uncle 
gave me a camera when I was 10. And my father’s sister’s 
husbands’s sister from Paris picked me out to draw into 
her family.

Rachel Waldman, née Chazanoff, was born in 1906 
in Stepan, Volhynia, Ukraine. Her parents and their 
children arrived in Paris around 1910. Her father died 
at Auschwitz, my aunt and uncle and a son, American 
citizens, were interned at Camp Vittel, and Rachel and 
some of the others were imprisoned at the Drancy camp 
and survived in ways I have not yet discovered.

By the 1950s Rachel, also known as Rochel and Ray, was 
divorced and had become the warm heart of the family.  
Here’s a photo of her 1952 visit to my aunt and uncle, 
then living in Massachusetts.

Rachel Waldman visiting in 1952

I so clearly remember what great fun everyone had when 
Rachel came to town, each speaking in ever-changing 
combinations of English, Yiddish, and French. The one 
time she visited our home in New Hampshire my dad 
shared his Mickey Katz recording of C’est Si Bon, with 
puns flying in all three languages. I had never seen adults 
in my family so utterly gleeful, nearly toppling from 
their chairs, as they, all in varying degrees fluent in the 
languages, shared Katz’ wicked humor.

In 1960 I was 13, and was busy in music and school. I 
received a letter from Paris, from Rachel’s nephew Roger, 
on behalf of his son Francis, then age 9:

“We are not cousin but just a little of the same family, (almost)!!!!”

I admit that the motivation for such a declaration might not 
have been entirely a matter of genealogy. The family was 
then engaged in businesses with international markets and 
Francis’ education was undoubtedly even more important 
to Rachel and Roger than my own.

But there is no doubt that the correspondence which 
followed had a profound effect on me and on my future. 
The Waldman family became even more real to me. The 

https://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%206342.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1TTDF93ELI
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stamp collecting, which I had already begun, turned out to 
be a template for my seeing matrixed arrays as something 
beautiful and interesting. I started studying French in 
school, though that never did turn out to be a strong suit. 
And, finally, the Waldmans, Paris, and the fascinating 
interconnections among family members became a 
permanent part of my own life.

Here is a phot I took of Rachel in Paris in December of 
1970.

Rachel Waldman (BT Stack photo)

Roger Waldman (BT Stack photo)

Alas, I didn’t meet Francis. When I visited his father 
Roger he told me that the then-19-year-old student was 
busy and couldn’t make it.

January 5, 1974 Death of Francis Maurice Pierre Waldmann
On the fifth day of January, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, and 
at seven-thirty, died. 2 Place du Docteur Alfred Fournier: Francis 
Maurice Pierre WALDMANN, born in Paris 20th arrondissement on 
May 3, 1951, student, domiciled in Paris 19th, Des Marchais - Son of 
Roger WALDMANN, manager of a company and Gisèle Hélène SAX, 
merchant, his wife, domiciled in Paris 19ème 28, rue des Marchais-
Célibataire - Settled on January 7, 1974. Rémy ROUILLON, 39, 
employee 2, Place du Docteur Alfred Fournier, who read the guest’s 
letter, signed with us, Josette MAGNE, Official of the City Council of 
the X˚ arrondissement of Paris, By delegation of the Mayor-

Why did Francis die at age 23? I was told by one of his 
cousins that it had been a motorcycle accident. I’ve not 
been able to find a newspaper story. Roger, his father, died 
later the same year. And I have never returned to Paris.

But I finally did get to genealogy, and my curiosity, with 
Pierre Hahn’s help, pointed me to unmistakable clues to 
the discovery of living members of this Waldman family 
in France.

Simultaneous with this research was the documenting of 
the American family, whom I’d not seen since my 1969 
Brandeis graduation. Aunt Betsy had died in 1970, before 
I went to France, and Uncle George, in 1972. They had 
two granddaughters who had been very cute 10-year-olds 
in 1969. I found one on Facebook and learned she’d long 
before lost contact with her only Waldman first cousin—
and yearned to find her. I put a note on my website and on 
Christmas eve, 2015, the lost one found my website, found 
the note and contacted her cousin who contacted me! We 
had our own joyous eve!

The story of how we made contact with the French family 
is a tale for another time. Figuring prominently in the 
sleuthing was a shoe in a photo I’d taken in 1960.

But where the leather meets the pavement, what counts 
is shoehorning those kids into the story, their own story.
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JewishGen France Database
https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/France/

Bernard Flam’s article on JewishGen
https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main/message/646211

FamilySearch Research Wiki France
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/France_

Genealogy

Paris Archives Decennial Tables 
https://archives.paris.fr/s/7/tables-decennales/?

Tables of Births, Marriages and Deaths (1860-1932), Tables 
of Marriages (1955-1974) and Tables of Deaths (1955-1984)
The decennial tables, alphabetical lists compiled for a period 
of ten years, are kept by type of certificate (birth, marriage, 
death) for each of the 20 arrondissements.
Arranged in alphabetical order by surname, they present 
for each act, the surname and first names of the person 
concerned as well as his date.

Please note: for the period from 1933 to 1954, there are no 
decennial tables. You have to do your research year after 
year in the annual tables:
https://archives.paris.fr/s/6/tables-annuelles/?

European Borders 1000-year History of Changes (

Digital French-Language Newspaper Portal
https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Digital_French-

Language_Newspaper_Portal

Google Maps
https://www.google.com/maps/place/France

Google Translate

Filae
French subscription Genealogy Site

https://en.filae.com/v4/genealogie/homepage.mvc/
welcome

FamilySearch Alsace-Lorraine, France Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Alsace-

Lorraine,_France_Genealogy

My French Roots
Finding your ancestors in France: where to start

https://www.myfrenchroots.com/finding-your-ancestors-
in-france-where-to-start/

Facebook Groups
Genealogical Translations

French Genealogy
Tracing the Tribe

2

Some Resources
for Exploring French Genealogy

This is meant to help you get started. Note that for BMD documents your sources will be local, not regional.
2

https://www.jewishgen.org/databases/France/
https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main/message/646211
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/France_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/France_Genealogy
https://archives.paris.fr/s/7/tables-decennales/
https://archives.paris.fr/s/6/tables-annuelles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzXoc8y2G0k
https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Digital_French-Language_Newspaper_Porta
https://eudocs.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Digital_French-Language_Newspaper_Porta
http://
https://www.google.com/maps/place/France
https://translate.google.com/
https://en.filae.com/v4/genealogie/homepage.mvc/welcome
https://en.filae.com/v4/genealogie/homepage.mvc/welcome
https://www.myfrenchroots.com/finding-your-ancestors-in-france-where-to-start/
https://www.myfrenchroots.com/finding-your-ancestors-in-france-where-to-start/
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SFBAJGS Activity Report for 2022
Dana Kurtz, SFBAJGS Treasurer

An IT project management consultant and 30+ year-member, Dana returns to the Board after a long hiatus. In the late 
1980s, when searching for her grandmother’s birth certificate to ensure a proper 90th birthday celebration, she discovered 
her grandmother was already 93! Dana provided research for her brother Glenn, author of the highly acclaimed book Three 
Minutes in Poland: Discovering a Lost World in a 1938 Family Film. The story traces Glenn’s journey to identify people in 
movie film shot by their grandfather in a return visit to the town of his birth. The book and film inspired the award-winning 
documentary Three Minutes: A Lengthening. Dana continues researching her ancestors and descendants, still excited to find 
and connect with “new” family.

Overview
by Jeremy Frankel

This annual report to our members covers our 2022 
activities, financial results, and grants to other 
organizations. 

We continued running the society the same way as in the 
previous year. Our meetings were all online, via Zoom. 
Although we were not able to meet in person, our meetings 
expanded our reach to include members and non-members 
from far and wide who otherwise would not have had the 
opportunity to hear our presentations. Our virtual audience 
continued to be larger than our in-person meetings last 
held in 2019. 

Our free online SFBAJGS News was disseminated to 
members of SFBAJGS and other subscribers about our 
online activities and those of other groups. Our quarterly 
ZichronNote journal continues to offer interesting articles 
about Jewish genealogy, many of them written by our 
members. 

We are one of the larger societies in the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS), 
with about 200 members. The volunteer work of our 
members makes us one of the most active Jewish 
genealogical societies, and we take active roles in 
moderating Research Groups online for JewishGen, and 
participating in other efforts to find and provide public 
and online access to vital records and other records of 
genealogical interest. 

Our name says we are the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish 
Genealogical Society, but we remind you that the “San 
Francisco Bay Area” part of our name merely means 
that the majority of our members reside here. However, 
our members and our interests are worldwide, as are our 
ancestors and living relatives. We can be as helpful to our 
members with ancestors in Ukraine, Bohemia, Galicia, 
Russia or South Africa as to those whose families have 
been in the Bay Area for four generations or more. All of 
our families, like yours, originally came from “someplace 
else,” and we have knowledge of and connections to many 
of those places. 

Our members have continued to research their family 
histories, as more information continues to become 
available online, and we continue to field and answer 
questions from researchers near and far. 

Several members attended the 42nd annual conference 
of the International Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies (IAJGS), held virtually in August 2022. Society 
members helped organize the conference and made 
presentations. 

Our members continue to make generous donations to 
the Society in addition to paying dues, giving us the 
opportunity to further our objectives: 

● Support and improve online sharing of data useful to 
researchers everywhere doing Jewish genealogy 

● Make formerly closed or unavailable records available 
online that support Jewish genealogical research 

● Support efforts to research and remember existing and 
vanished Jewish communities 

We support activities in the local area consistent with 
these objectives. We have ongoing volunteer projects to 
transcribe data from local cemeteries, and continue to 
seek out sources of birth, marriage, and death records 
and make those data available online for researchers 
everywhere. These projects are described below under 
“Transcriptions.” 

Other work fulfilling these objectives takes place wherever 
Jewish communities and records are located, often far 
from us. Therefore, we continue our practice of making 
donations to other organizations that are working in 
those communities and archives. We support projects 
based on their value to the broadest possible audience of 
researchers, the need to preserve and protect fragile sites, 
and the need to record data where the repositories and 
archives are newly open or at risk of access restrictions.

In 2022, we donated $5,450
 to other organizations.

https://www.amazon.com/Three-Minutes-Poland-Discovering-Family/dp/0374535795/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Minutes-Poland-Discovering-Family/dp/0374535795/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.glennkurtz.com/home/lengthening
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Donations to other organizations working 
in ways that support our mission 
As a result of our members generous donations, in 
2022, we donated $5,450 to organizations for their 
activities. We present the purpose of our donations 
and links to these organizations so that you can learn 
more about their activities if you wish. 

Local 
● Jewish Community Library in San Francisco: 
to maintain and expand the very strong collection 
of materials related to Jewish genealogy and 
history, especially in the SF Bay Area. https://www.
jewishlearningworks. org/jewish-community-library/ 

● Commission for the Preservation of Pioneer 
Jewish Cemeteries and Landmarks in the West: to 
protect and maintain the seven Gold Rush-era Jewish 
cemeteries in the Sierra foothills.  https://www.
pioneerjewishcemeteries. org/ 

● Oakland Regional FamilySearch Center: to 
expand its collection of materials for Jewish research 
which may be available through access via the 
FamilySearch website https://www.familysearch.org/
en/wiki/Oakland_California_FamilySearch_Center

National and International 
● Italian Genealogical Group: to support its 
ongoing online indexing of New York City records, 
including New York City death records and the index 
for New York naturalization records. https://www.
italiangen.org/ 

● International Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies (IAJGS) Stern Fund: to encourage non-
profit institutions or organizations, Jewish or not, 
to pursue projects, activities and acquisitions that 
provide new or enhanced resources to benefit Jewish 
genealogists. https:// www.iajgs.org/ 

● Jewish Records Indexing–Poland: to support 
ongoing digitization and indexing of Jewish records, 
primarily from Polish archives, but also from Ukraine 
and other locations where Polish records were 
formerly recorded. JRI-Poland now contains 5.8 
million records from 550 Polish towns. https://jri-
poland.org/ 

● Kirkuty – Jewish Cemeteries in Poland: to 
support photography of Jewish cemeteries in Poland, 
both extant and desecrated, drawing attention to the 

remaining signs of the pre-war presence of the Polish 
Jewish community. http://cmentarze-zydowskie.pl/
indexang.htm 

● JewishGen: to their General Fund supporting the 
primary online site of Jewish genealogical records and 
instruction for researchers. https://www.jewishgen.org 

● Ukraine – The Krakovsky Project: to support Alex 
Krakovsky and his team in gaining access to and scanning 
metric books, indexes, name lists, revision lists, and 
censuses in Ukrainian historical government archives. 
Scans (unindexed, untranslated), are posted to his wiki 
page. Some of this work continues despite the war in 
Ukraine. https://tinyurl.com/bdz5yx4x (Google Chrome 
browser can automatically translate the page)

● Reclaim the Records: to support their efforts to identify 
and obtain important genealogical records sets that ought 
to be in the public domain but which are being wrongly 
restricted. Everything obtained is digitized and put online 
for free. https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/

SFBAJGS Revenue for 2022

SFBAJGS Expenses for 2022

https://www.jewishlearningworks.org/jewish-community-library/
https://www.jewishlearningworks.org/jewish-community-library/
https://www.jewishlearningworks.org/jewish-community-library/
https://www.pioneerjewishcemeteries.org/
https://www.pioneerjewishcemeteries.org/
https://www.pioneerjewishcemeteries.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Oakland_California_FamilySearch_Center
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Oakland_California_FamilySearch_Center
https://www.italiangen.org/
https://www.italiangen.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://www.iajgs.org/
https://jri-poland.org/
https://jri-poland.org/
http://cmentarze-zydowskie.pl/indexang.htm
http://cmentarze-zydowskie.pl/indexang.htm
https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://tinyurl.com/bdz5yx4x
https://www.reclaimtherecords.org/
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Transcriptions

From Jeff Lewy’s 11/13/2022 Transcriptions Report:

● Sinai Memorial Chapel Funeral Arrangement Cards 
We have finished transcribing a total of 47,500 cards.The 
data run from about 1920 to about 2012. At the moment, 3 
people are proofing the transcriptions, and have completed 
proofing about 11,000 cards. Since the data covers 
multiple cemeteries, it doesn’t fit into the cemetery-based 
context of JOWBR. However, it will be a good resource in 
the JewishGen USA Database. 

● Eternal Home Cemetery, Colma
Pierre and Jeff photographed all of the 1903-2010 records, 
estimated at 16,000 burials. Data from all six ledgers has 
been transcribed and proofed. The five ledgers maintained 
by Eternal Home are ready for upload to our website. We 
have extracted and submitted the limited data accepted by 
JOWBR We will also send the data from the sixth ledger, 
the 1903-35 ledger originally maintained by Sinai, to 
JewishGen for inclusion in the USA database.

● Salem Cemetery – Beth Israel Synagogue
In 2019, we completed the Salem Cemetery book for 
Beth Israel Synagogue from the 1890s to 1929. Lori 
Ganz, administrator of Beth Israel Judea found another 
cemetery book, for the period from the 1930s to the early 
2000s. She has given it to us to transcribe and keep. Also 
enclosed in the book are unidentified plat records, for what 
we believe is a section of Salem Memorial Park. It may 
not be worth transcribing this very limited data.

● Sherith Israel burial slips and permits
These records from the 19th century have been transcribed 
and are about 1/3 proofed, although proofing proceeds 
slowly.

● Home of Peace - Oakland
As of January 2022, Home of Peace in Oakland (HPO) 
is no longer operated by Beth Jacob synagogue, and is 
now operated by Sinai Memorial Chapel. We’ve asked 
Sam Salkin of Sinai to advise us if there are records we 
can scan and transcribe for JOWBR. HPO is not yet in 
JOWBR.

Future Projects
● Gain access to, photograph, and transcribe records for 
the Beth David section of Oak Hill Cemetery, San Jose.
● San Jose Home of Peace
● Emanu-El Synagogue – Early marriage records 1860-
1883

SF Jewish Newspaper Digitization Project

This year brought a new project under the leadership 
of Steve Harris. The goal is to provide on-line access 
to San Francisco Jewish newspapers of the nineteenth 
century. In most cases the issues have already been 
scanned to microfilm. The Project seeks to identify 
available series and shepherd the material through 
digitization to posting by a publicly accessible host like 
the California Digital Newspaper Collection (CDNC) 
where they may be freely searched and viewed by the 
public.

Photoshop at Work
Here are examples of how Photoshop was used 
to improve two images provided for this issue of 
ZichronNote. In each case the image on the left is the 
original submission and the image on the right is the 
result after editing in Photoshop.

   
Guillermo Perez Fajardo in Ann Fuller’s article, p10

This image was cropped, rotated slightly in the plane 
around its midpoint, then rotated top-to-bottom to 
decrease the size of the top of the head, and then rotated 
right to left. Then cropped once again.

   
Tombstone for Nathan Gurin from Sharon Fingold’s article, p6

This image was cropped and the darkness and contrast 
were manipulated to maximize legibility.

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
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www.sinaichapel.org

Your Story Belongs in ZichronNote

Have you had a breakthrough in your family research, solved a family mystery through a 
novel resource, pulled together a team of cousins to reconstruct a branch, or walked where 
your ancestors walked? Have your projects moved forward with the help of online assistance? 
Has your family’s history or pursuing your family’s history  taught you something about life? 
Tell us your story, share your discovery! We want to read about it in ZichronNote.

And you don’t have to do it alone. ZichronNote will help you tell your tale, perfect your 
images, and create a layout you’ll be proud to share with friends and family. Remember, you 
retain the copyright!

Please submit materials to zichronnote@sfbajgs.org.

With gratitude to our long-term advertiser and supporter Sinai Memorial Chapel

https://www.sinaichapel.org
http://www.sinaichapel.org
mailto:zichronnote@sfbajgs.org
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For more SFBAJGS program information and to register for a presentation, visit https://www.sfbajgs.org
Feel free to invite friends!
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For genealogical programs offered by other groups throughout the Bay Area
Bay Area Genealogy Calendar

a project of CA State Library Sutro Library

https://www.sfbajgs.org
https://www.library.ca.gov/Sutro/Genealogy/Calendar/

