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CALENDAROFGENEALOGICALEVENTS 

1VIeetings of the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society 

Please note: Unless otherwise indicated, the meeting schedule is a s  follows: 
San Francisco: Sunday, Doors open 12:30 p.m. Program begins at 1 p.m. 

Fort Mason Center, Marina Boulevard a t  Buchanan Street, Building C, Room 205 

Palo Alto: Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela (near Foothill Blvd. and Arastradero Road) 

Mon. Feb. 21 Palo Alto: Welcome speaker Zachary Baker, former Senior Librarian a t  the YIVO 
Institute for Jewish Research in New York, now the Reinhard Family Curator of 
Judaica and Hebraica Collections at  Stanford University Libraries. 

Mon. Mar. 19 San Francisco: Clothing Clues in Family Photographs. By popular demand, we've 
invited Melissa Leventon, Curator of Textiles, Fine Arts Musuems of San Francisco to 

- reprise her presentation on dating photographs based on the clothing worn by the 
subjects. Members are invited to bring ONE photograph each for Ms. Leventon's review. 

Sun. Apr. 16 Palo Alto:=2& Annual Jewish Genealoau Workshop in Palo Alto. To be held at  
Congregation Beth Am. Doors open at  12:30 p.m., Programs begin at  1 p.m. (See page 

'lag and 3 for details.) 
~ o t e  c,,afikle 
date San Francisco Palo Alto 

Sun. May 21 Mon. Jun .  19 

Sun. Jul.  23 Mon. Aug. 2 1 

Sun. Sep. 17 Mon. Oct. 23 

Sun. Nov. 19 Mon. Dec. 18 

Upcoming classes offered by the National Archives Pacific Sierra Region 
1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno. Cost: $15. To register or for information, call: (650) 876-9009 

Fri. Feb. 11 Beginning Genealogy: Using Census Records, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Fri. Mar. 10 Passenger Am'vals and Naturalization Records, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Fri. May 12 Military -Part I: Pre-Revolutionary War to War of 1812, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Fri. Jun. 22 Military -Part D: CiCl War to World Warll, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

More Genealogy Events of Interest on Page 4 
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ZichronNote is published four times per year, in February, 
May. August, and November. The deadline for contributions 
is the 1' of the month preceding publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submittals. Submissions may 
be made by hard copy, 3-1/2" floppy disks or e-mail to 
dLkur~.netcom.com. 

Reprinting of material in ZichronNote is hereby granted 
for non-profit use when there is no explicit limitation and 
credit is given to the SFBAJGS and to the author(s). All 
other reproduction, including electronic publication, 
without prior permission of the editor, is prohibited. 
People Finder queries are free to Society members. Non- 
members may place queries for $5 each, limited to 25 
words not including searcher's name, address, telephone 
number, and email address. 

Back Issues are available for $5 per issue. Requests 
should be addressed to the SFBAJGS at the Society 
address below. 

Displav Advertising is accepted. The rate for a business 
card-sized (3.112 x 2 inch) insertion is $10 per issue, 
quarter-page ad $20, half-page ad $35, and a full-page ad, 
$60. Ads must be camera-ready, relate to Jewish genealogy 
and be in good taste. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in Jewish 
genealogy. Dues are $20 per calendar year. The Society is 
tax-exempt pursuant to &n 501 (c)(3) ofthe 1RS W e .  Make 
your check payable to "SFBAJGS" and send to: Sita Likuski, 
Membership, 4430 School Way, Casko Valley, CA 94546. 

Societv Address: 
SFBAJGS, P.O. Box 471616, San Francisco, CA 94147 
President: Rodger Rosenberg 

(415) 666-0188, eandr@ix.netcom.com 
Vice President: Rosanne Leeson 

Leesonl@attglobal.net 
Recording Secretary: Jim Koenig 
Corresponding Secretary: Carol Feiner 

(415) 349-3819, carolena@ur.netcom.com 
Treasurer: Marc Seidenfeld 

seidenfeld@bigfoot.com 
Membership Chair: Sita Likuski 

(510) 538-4249, sital@aol.com 
Founder: Martha Wise 
ZichronNote: 

Editor: Dana L. Kurtz, dLkurtz@iu.netcom.com 
Copy Editor: Gordon Fine, gordontineantique@att.net 

Meetings: Odd-numbered months-3rd Sunday of each 
month. 1 p.m. at Fort Mason Center (Marina at Buchanan), 
San Francisco. Even-numbered months-3rd Monday of 
each month, 7:30 p.m. at Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 
Manuela Avenue (near Arastradero and Foothill), Palo Alto. 
SFBAJGS Web Site: www.jewishgen.org/sfoajgs 

President's Message 
by Rodger Rosenberg 

Happy New Millennium everyone! The world as we 
know it has not ended, so it is time to look a t  the 
future as genealogists and toward our research. 

But first, we should look a t  the past and how it has 
helped us. Thanks are due to those who have made 
this Society what it has  become, and specifically to 
two vital members of our board who have retired from 
their elected positions. Both Dana Kurtz (Vice 
President) and Marian Rubin (Recording Secretary) 
have brought much to the Society, and have helped 
so many of us, including me. Thank you for your 
dedication and hard work. Our sincerest hope is that 
they will remain actively involved in the Society. 

A hearty welcome is extended to our new board 
members, Rosanne Lesson (Vice President) and Jim 
Koenig (Recording Secretary). Welcome back to our 
continuing Board members: Sita L i s k i  (Membership 
Chair), Marc Seidenfeld (Treasurer), Carol Feiner 
(Corresponding Secretary), Jerry Jacobson (Publicity 
Chair),  J u d y  Bas ton  (Librarian),  Dana  Kurtz 
(Newsletter Editor), and Gordon Fine (Board Member 
a t  Large). 

The new millenium has much to offer. And it is not 
too early to begin planning. This year's International 
Summer Seminar in  Jewish Genealogy will be held 
i n  Sal t  Lake City, J u l y  9-14. Nicknamed the  
"mountain of records," Salt Lake City promises many 
things. Complimenting the always excellent speakers 
on Jewish genealogy, key persons at the LDS 
(Mormon) Family History Library have agreed to 
lecture on their areas of expertise. 

Closer to home, the California Genealogical Society 
Family History Fair 2000 will be held a t  the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, in Pleasanton, on April 28 and 
29. Our Society will host a table and we will be looking 
for volunteers to help. 

As always we are eager to see many members 
actively involved in our Society. There are many ways 
to do this. You could contribute to the newsletter 
ZichronNote; staff o u r  library; help organize a 
program; or even bring a nosh to a meeting. Please 
feel free to contact me or any of our Board members 
should you wish to volunteer and  become more 
involved. Your participation is what matters most! 
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The Second Annual SFBAJGS Spring Workshop 

SOCIETY NEWS 

Sunday, April 16 - Los Altos Hills 

E-mail Address Updates 

Please note the following updates to e-mail addresses 
listed in the SFBAJGS Membership Roster. 

Michael Feiler mfeiler@pacbell.net 

Jeremy Frankel jfrankel@lmi.net 

Judy Kelly jkelly@wwtr.com 
Suzanne S. Waxman sswnola@earthlink.net 

If you have a n  e-mail address but have not been 
receiving occasional SFBAJGS messages, or your e- 
mail address has changed, send a message to dLkurt2@ 
ix.netcom.com so we can keep you u p  to date. 

In Memoriam 
We are saddened to note the passing of SFBAJGS 

member lngeborg Cambell in November 1999. A long- 
time member of the SFBAJGS, lngeborg was 
researching her Warhaflig family from Brest-Litvosk, 
Belarus, and Alpern family from Lodz, Poland. We 
extend our condolences to herfamily and friends. 

The San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society and Congregation Beth Am of Los Altos Hills are 
co-sponsoring the Second Annual Spring Genealogy Workshop. We hope the day will be enlightening, rewarding, 
and fun for all. (Note: there will not be a Monday night SFBAJGS meeting in Palo Alto in April.) 

Time: 1 2 3 0  p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Welcome New Members 

Bert Berson Palo Alto 
bberson@mediacity.com 

Marla Deutsch Campbell 
foxtrot@follower.com 

Hillary Farkas Cupertino 
104334.705@compuserve.com 

Vicky Furstenberg Ferraresi Belmont 
vickyfer@earthlink.net 

Dale Friedman Berkeley 
drfriedman@luno.com 

Helen Ginsburg San Mateo 

Rochelle M. Goldman Foster City 
rmgmmg@gateway.net 

Stephen Harris Berkeley 
ccchs@healthed.net 

~~~h parker San Francisco 

SUsanRosenthal Santa Cruz 
rosenths@lps.net 

Leslie Shipnuck Berkeley 
shipnuck@mccliersf.com 

Place: Congregation Beth Am, 26790 Arastradero Road, Los Altos Hills, very close to our regular meeting 
location at  Congregation Kol Emeth. 

Cost: Free to members of the SFBAJGS and of Congregation Beth Am. Guests - $3. 

Program: 
12:30 p.m. Doors open, registration, and research. Translation facilities available 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

1 p.m. Resources in the Bay Area - SFBAJGS members will describe their personal experiences using 
the major resources for Jewish genealogy in our community. These include: LDS Family History 
Centers, National Archives branchin San Bruno, Stanford University, Hoover Institute, UC Berkeley, 
California State Libraries (Sutro and Sacramento), Santa Clara Public Library Genealogy Room, 
Jewish Community Library and the SFBAJGS library at the Masonic Institute, both in San Francisco. 

2 p.m. The Internet Resource - SFBAJGS members will describe and illustrate (off-line) a set of successful 
Internet searches, discussing their objectives, approach, and results. 

3 p.m. Parallel Sessions: 
Tracing Women Ancestors Southeast Europe 
Northeast Europe Genealogy for New Immigrants (presented in Russian) 

A bibliography of publications and other Jewish genealogical resources, and their availability in the Bay Area, 
will be distributed at  the Workshop. Questions? Call Jerry Delson at  (650) 493-0404. 
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CALENDAR, cont'd. 

More Genealogy Events 
Local 
Thu. March 9,  Contm Costa County Genealogical 
Society, What Goes on in the Coroner's Office? 
Speaker Captain Tom Moore, CCC Coroner. 7:30 
p.m. Community Room, Concord Police Station, 1350 
Galindo Ave, Concord. Contact: Barbara Edkin, 
aedkin@aol.com. 

Fri. March 10, East Bay Genealogical Society, 
Taking Genealogy On a Trip, Speaker David 
Abrahams. 10 a.m. Dimond Library, 3565 Fruitvale 
Ave., Oakland. Contact: Barbara Parkin, President. 
Tel: (510) 482-2479; e-mail: dancerbe@earthlink.net. 

Sat.  April 15,  Sonoma County Genealogical 
Society, All-Day Seminar - Finding Family History: 
Records and Methods, Speaker Curt B. Witcher. 
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, Santa Rosa. Pre- 
registration $18 ($20 at the door). Contact: Lois Nimmo, 
Tel: (707) 537-1684; e-mail: Loisnim@aol.com. 
Fri. - Sat. April 28-29, California Genealgical 
Society, "Routes to Your Roots," the Annual Family 
History Fair. Alameda County Fairgrounds. Fri. - 
Noon-8 p.m., Sat.. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Pre-registration 
$20/one day, $30/two days. Admission at the door 
$25/one day, $35/two days. Exhibits only - $10 per 
day. Sessions for beginners a n d  experienced 
researchers, vendor tables, workshops. Contact: CGS, 
16 11 Telegraph A=., Suite 200, Oakland, CA 946 12. 
Tel: (510) 663-1358; e-mail: library@c&Zensoc.com; 
Web site: www.calgensoc.com/. 

Regional 

Sun. Febmarv 27, Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Sacramento, Internet Research - A Hands-On 
Experience, Speaker Mark Heckman. 10 a.m. 
Woodcreek High School, 2551 Woodcreek Oaks Blvd., 
Roseville. Tel: (916) 486-0906,  ext. 361. 
www.jewishgen.org/ajgs/jgs-sacramento/. 

National/International 

Sun. March 12, Beyond the Basics, A Full Day 
Genealogical Seminar. Hebrew Union College - 

Jewish Institute of Religion, 1 West Fourth St., New 
York, NY. Hosted by the Jewish Genealogical Society, 
NY. P.0. Box 6398, New York, NY 10128. Tel: (212) 
330-8257. 

Sun. - Thu. July 9-14, Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Societies, 20th International 
Conference on Jewish Genealogy. Salt Lake City. 
Web site: http://iajgs.org/slcy2k. (See page 11) 

/ 
Are Your SFBAJGS \ 

Dues Overdue? 
Have you paid your dues? Membership dues for 

2000 were payable on January 31,2000. If you have 
not yet sent in your renewal, please do so as soon 
as possible. 

A yellow stripe across the mailing label of this issue 
means we have not yet received your payment, The 
May issue of ZichronNote will be sent only to 
members in good standing, 

Please send your check for $20, made payable to 
"SFBAJGS," to: 

Sita Likuski, Membership Chair 
SFBAJGS 

4430 School Way 
Castro Valley, CA 94546-1331 

L J 

Correction 
In the November 1999 issue of ZichronNote, Jeremy 

Frankel wrote about making a Koenigsberg family 
connection. Key to his success was finding fellow 
Koenigsberg researcher Doreen Berger. An astute 
ZichronNote reader e-mailed the following correction: 

I am reading your latest issue with great interest 
as  usual. In reading Jeremy Frankel's Success 
Story, I found an  error that I think Doreen Berger 
would appreciate your correcting. Her book The 
Jewish Victorian contains information gleaned 
during the late nineteenth century, i.e., 'Victorian 
Era." Jeremy's article says it's from "1771-1781" 
which would be the eighteenth cenmry, 
Best regards, 
Jackye Sullins, President 
San Diego JGS 

Family Finder 
Searching cousin Sarah RUBIN nee RACHLIN born 
i, ~ i ~ k ~ v i ~ h ,  ~~~~i~ ( ~ i ~ h ~ ~ ~ i ~ )  1896; parents David 
,d zuchu ~ ~ k i ~  ~ ~ ~ h l i ~ ;  family name ,-hanged 
to R,CH in U.S. siblings ~ ~ b b i  ~~~~b ~ i ~ h ,  chicago; 
Sylvia MONNESON, N.J.; Abraham Rich, NY. Lived in 
Oakland, CA beginning 1920s; had2 sons including 
Julius, a doctor. Please reply to Sheri Meisel, 4412 
Underwood St., University Park, MD 20782, or send 
e-mail to: sml06@umail.umd.edu. 
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M y  Search for San Francisco Naturalization Records 
by Arlene Swartzberg Weiss 

Arlene contributed an informative article "How to Obtain a Veterans Administration Claim Number" to the May/ 
August issue of ZichronNote. We are pleased that she has offered to share her experience with Bay Area resources, and 
delighted that her search has a happy result. A res~dent of Chicago, Arlene can be contacted at balbe@worldnet.att.net. 

My father, Benjamin SWARTZBERG, arrived in America including those that were granted to U.S. soldiers. I 
a t  the age of 15 from the shtetl of Panimunok, now was told that if I came in person I could search the 
Panemunelis, located today in Lithuania. I have not petitions themselves in the hopes that I might locate 
been able to locate his name on passenger arrival the records. As I live i n  Chicago, this  seemed 
indexes. I therefore began a sea rch  for h i s  impractical. However, the Archives felt that  the 
naturalization records, hoping that they would reveal records probably existed at the "county level." 
the date and   lace of his arrival to this country. I From the hook Guide to Naturalization Records by 
had always that he became a United States Christina Schaefer (1997), I discovered that the 
citizen through his service in the U.S. Army. I following sari ~~~~i~~~ county ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ,  microfilmed 
assumed tha t  his  naturalization took place in by the M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  exist in the city kchives of the 
Brockton, Massachusetts where he settled after his S, ~~~~i~~~ public ~ i b ~ ~  (SFPL): 
Army senrice in 1920. Having read that naturalization 
information is to be found on voter registration cards, Restoration of naturalization record, judgement book: 

I ordered a copy of my father's voter's registration aliens, ca.1870-1942; and index film #A405752 ff. 

card from the Brockton Board of Elections. In about I proceeded to call the Sari Francisco Public Library 
one week I received acopy of avoter's card dated October History Center (415-557-4567) for more information 

13, 1920. on the card was the following: yqatUralized On these records. I was informed that these records 

~ n ~ e ~ i s ~ c t ~ o u r ~ o f ~ a n ~ r a n c i s c o o n ~ p ~ ~ ~ ,  1920,,, a r e  not  t h e  complete S a n  Francisco County 

 hi^ meant that my father had been naturalized naturalization records. The SFPL records were those 
immediately following his discharge from the U.S. Army, that were damaged by the 1906 earthquake and 

which took place in sari ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,  N~ petition number restored upon request for proof that the naturalization 
was provided on my fatherZs card, but I was occurred. Therefore my father's 1920 records would 

happy to learn the place and date of the naturalization. be among these records. The SFPL suggested I 

Since he was naturalized through Army service, I request a search of the complete county records from 

assumed that the naturalization took place in a federal the San Francisco Superior Court located at  400 

court. I first e-mailed a request to the Nationalkchives McAllister Street, Room 103 (415-551-3808). A 

branch in San Bruno, California for a search of their written request to the San Francisco Superior Court 

naturalization indexes. The response from the Archives produced yet another negative response: "Benny 
Swartzberg is not in our records." was that my father's name did not appear on the 

index of naturalizations for the U.S. District Court, The Superior Court suggested I try contacting the 
califomia ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~  ~ i ~ t r i ~ t  ( ~ ~ t i ~ ~ ~ l h h i ~ ~ ~  microfh Office of the Clerk of the U.S. District Court, California 
# ~ 1 7 4 4 ) .   hi^ was quite disappointing! I decided to Northern District, located a t  450 Golden Gate Avenue 
look into the matter further,  hi^ index is (415-522-2000). Acall to this court revealed that their 
through the LDS (MO-O~) ~ ~ ~ i l ~  ~ i ~ t ~ ~  ~ i b ~ ~  (fdm naturalization index is the same one (M1744), which 
#I852274 ff). I looked on the FHL online catalog and Was searched to no avail by the National Archives. 
discovered that the roll in which my fatheras name The frustration was becoming extreme. This was a 
should appear, SWARTZBERG, states the following: true goose chase! 

Stok, J.F. - Taga, C.B. 1860-1989 (Stok, - Szymlcards At this point I went back to Schaefer's book on 
missing from lndex File, i.e. intermittent cards from this naturalization records and noticed that the following 
series are missing as noted by missing cards target). microfilm was available from the National Archives 

as  well as from the LDS Family History Library: Does this mean that the index card containing my 
name may be "missing22? or were lndex to Declarations of Intention and Petitions, 1906- 

naturalization" records indexed separately? I called 1928 in the U.S. Circuit & District courts, Northern. 8 

the sari B~~~~  hi^^^, I was informed that a Southern districts of California (National Archives film 
"declaration of intent" was not required of those #T1220, Mormon film #0940177 ff). 
naturalized through military service, but that all of Here was another index of federal naturalizations 
the naturalization petitions were indexed together that took place in San Francisco, but these were 

Continued on page 16 
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SFBAJGS Elects Officers for 2000 - 2002 
The newly elected officers for the San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society are: 

President: Rodger Rosenberg Corresponding Secretary: Carol Feiner 

Vice President: Rosanne Leeson Recording Secreta y: Jim Koenig (write-in) 

Treasurer: Marc Seidenfeld 

In accordance with the Society bylaws, they will be joined o n  the Board of Directors b y  the following members 
who are committee chairs or have been voted at large members b y  the Board: 

Membership: Sita Likuski ZichronNote Editor: Dana Kurtz 
Librarian: Judy Baston A t  Large: Gordon Fine 
Publicity: Jerry Jacobson 

Many thanks to ou r  membership for participating in this election and support ing your Society. I f  y o u  
would l ike to know more about the activities of the Board or  any of the committees, please contact anyone 
listed above. Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are l isted o n  the masthead of th is issue. 

SFBAJGS Family Finder Update 
The surnames and towns being researched by our newest members are listed below. This database i s  

maintained for ou r  membership. If you have a correction or  update you would l ike u s  to  know about, 
contact: SFBAJGS, P.O. Box 471616, San Francisco, CA 94147, or send e-mail to: dLkurtz@ix.netcom.com. 

Surname Town, Country Member 

Aryudes Bobruysk, Belarus Goldman. Rochelle 
Bronfenbrenner Odessa. Herkuleyev, Ukraine Berson. Bert 
Chelemsky Ukraine Rosenthal, Susan 
Dunde (Donde) Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine; Israel Goldman, Rochelle 

Eisenberg Brookline, MA Rosenthal, Susan 

Friedland Riga, Latvia Goldman, Rochelle 

Frystadt Berlin, Germany; Shanghai, China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Furstenberg Gdansk, Poland; Berlin, Germany; Shanghai, China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Gassberg Odessa, Herkuleyev, Ukraine Berson, Bert 

Goldman Russia Rosenthal, Susan 

Heyrnan Israel; Switzerland; Shanghai, China Ferraresi. Vicky F. 
Kakhan (Kagan) Kharkov, Ukraine Goldman, Rochelle 
Levine Russia Berson, Bert 
Prochownick Bydgoszcz, Poland; Berlin, Germany; Shanghai. China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Quiatowsky Berlin, Germany; Shanghai, China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Radavilsky Palestinellsrael Goldman, Rochelle 
Rauch Berlin, Germany; Shanghai, China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Ravinovitch Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine Goldrnan, Rochelle 
Rogachevsky Russia Berson, Bert 
Rosenthal Brookline, MA Rosenthal, Susan 

Shinder Krernenchug, Kharkov, Ukraine Goldman, Rochelle 

Shrnase Ukraine; Brookline, MA Rosenthal, Susan 

Silver Chicago. IL Ferraresi, Vicky F. 

Silverstein Gdansk, Poland; Berlin, Germany; Shanghai, China Ferraresi, Vicky F. 
Yawnick, Yavnick. Yavnik Odessa, Herkuleyev, Ukraine Berson, Bert 

Zagory (Zagoryeh) Lithuania; Courland. Latvia Goldman. Rochelle 
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"First in the Path of the Firemen" The Fate of the 1890 Population Census 
by Kellee Blake 

This article originally appeared in Prologue: Quarterly of the  NationaZArchives andRecords  Administration, Spring 1996, 
Vol. 28, No. I. It can also be found a t  the  NARA Web site, www.nara.gov/publications/prologue/ 1890cenl.hunl.  It i s  
reprinted here with permission. 

Of the decennial population census schedules, 
perhaps none might have been more critical to studies 
of immigration, industrialization, westward migration, 
and characteristics of the general population than 
the Eleventh Census of the United States, taken in 
June  1890. United States residents completed 
millions of detailed questionnaires, yet only a 
fragment of the general population schedules and an 
incomplete set of special schedules enumerating 
Union veterans and widows are available today. 
Reference sources routinely dismiss the 1890 census 
records as "destroyed by fire" in 192 1. Examination 
of the records of the Bureau of Census and other 
federal agencies, however, reveals a far more complex 
tale. This is a genuine tragedy of records-played out 
before Congress fully established a National 
Archives-and eternally anguishing to researchers. 

As there was not a permanent Census Bureau until 
1902, the Department of the Interior administered 
the Eleventh Census. Political patronage was 'the 
most common order for appointment" of the nearly 
47,000 enumerators; no examination was required. 
British journalist Robert Porter initially supervised 
the staff for the Eleventh Census, and statistician 
Carroll Wright later replaced him.' This was the first 
U.S. census to use Herman Hollerith's electrical 
tabulation system, a method by which da t a  
representing certain population characteristics were 
punched into cards and tabulated. The censuses of 
1790 through 1880 required all or part of schedules 
to be filed in county clerks' offices. Ironically, this 
was not required in 1890, and the original (and 
presumably only) copies of the schedules were 
forwarded to Wa~hington.~ 

June 1, 1890, was the official census date, and all 
responses were to reflect the status of the household 
on tha t  date. The 1890 census  law allowed 
enumerators to distribute schedules in advance and 
later gather them up  (as was done in England), 
supposedly giving individuals adequate time to 
accurately provide information. Evidently this method 
was very little used. As in other censuses, if an  
individual was absent ,  the  enumerator was 
authorized to obtain information from the person 
living nearest the family.3 

The 1890 census schedules differed from previous 
ones in several ways. For the first time, enumerators 

prepared a separate schedule for each family. The 
schedule contained expanded inquiries relating to 
race (white, black, mulatto, quadroon, octoroon, 
Chinese, Japanese, or Indian), home ownership, 
ability to speak English, immigration and 
naturalization. Enumerators asked mamed women 
for the number of children born and the number living 
at  the time of the census to determine fecundity. The 
1890 schedules also included a question relating to 
Civil War ~erv ice .~  

Enumerators generally completed their counting by 
July 1 of 1890, and the U.S. population was returned 
at  nearly 63 million (62,979,766). Complaints about 
accuracy and undercounting poured into the census 
office, as did demands for recounts. The 1890 census 
seemed mired in fraud and political intrigue. New 
York State officials were accused of bolstering census 
numbers, and the intense business competition between 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, resulted in no 
fewer than 19 indictments against Minneapolis 
businessmen for allegedly adding more than 1,100 
phony names to the census. Perhaps not surprisingly, 
the St. Paul businessmen brought the federal court 
complaint against the Minneapolis busine~smen.~ 

In March 1896, before final publication of all general 
statistics volumes, the original 1890 special schedules 
for mortality, crime, pauperism and benevolence, 
special classes (e.g., deaf, dumb, blind, insane), and 
portions of the transportation and insurance 
schedules were badly damaged by fire and destroyed 
by Department of the Interior order.6 No damage to 
the general population schedules was reported at that 
time. In fact, a 1903 census clerk found them to be 
in "fairly good ~ondit ion."~ Despite repeated ongoing 
requests by the secretary of commerce and others 
for an archives building where all census schedules 
could be safely stored, by January 10, 1921, the 
schedules could be found piled in an orderly manner 
on closely placed pine shelves in an unlocked file room 
in the basement of the Commerce Building. 

At about five o'clock on that afternoon, building 
fireman James Foster noticed smoke coming through 
openings around pipes that ran from the boiler room 
into the file room. Foster saw no fire but immediately 
reported the smoke to the desk watchman, who called 
the fire de~ar tment .~  Minutes later, on the fifth floor, 

Continued onpage 8 
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1890 Census, cont'd. frornpage 7 

a watchman noticed smoke in the men's bathroom, completed their examination. Rogers issued a state- 
took the elevator to the basement, was forced back by-state report of the number of volumes damaged 
by the dense smoke, and went to the watchman's by water in the basement vault, including volumes 
desk. By then, the fire department had arrived, the from the 1830, 1840,1880, 1900, and 1910 censuses. 
house alarm was pulled (reportedly at 5:30), and a The total number of damaged vault volumes 
dozen employees still working on upper floors numbered 8,919, of which 7,957 were from the 1910 
evacuated. A total of three alarms and a general local census. Rogers estimated that 10 percent of these 
call were turned in.g vault schedules would have to be "opened and dried, 

After some setbacks from the intense smoke, firemen and Some of them recopied." Thankfully, the census 
gained access to the basement, while a crowd often schedules of 1790-1820 and 1850-1870 were on the 
thousand watched, they fifth floor of the  
poured twenty streams Commerce Building and 
of water into the building reportedly not damaged. 
and flooded the cellar The new 1920 census 
through holes cut into was housed in  a 
the concrete floor. The temporary building at  
fire did not go above the & Sixth and B Streets, 
basement, seemingly SW, except for some of 
thanks to a fireproofed the  nonpopulation 
floor. B~ gZ45 the schedules being used 

fire was extinguished, R e  Washingrun Herald and oiher newspapers reported the events on the fourth f l ~ o r . ' ~  
but  firemen poured ofJanuary 10. 1921. anddecried the loss ofvaluable records. Speculation and  
water into the burned rumors about the cause 
area past 10:30 p.m. Disaster planning and recovery of the blaze ran rampant. Some newspapers claimed, 
were almost unknown in 192 1. With the blaze and many suspected, it was caused by a cigarette or 
extinguished, despite the obvious damage and need a lighted match. Employees were keenly questioned 
for immediate salvage efforts, the chief clerk opened about their smoking habits. Others believed the fire 
windows to let out the smoke, and except for started among shavings in the carpenter shop or was 
watchmen on patrol, everyone went home.1° the result of spontaneous combustion. At least one 

~h~ after was an nightmare, with woman from Ohio felt certain the fire was part of a 
ankle.deep water covering records in many areas, conspiracy to defraud her family of their rightful 
Although the basement vault was considered fireproof estate by destroying every vestige of evidence proving 

and watertight, water seeped through a broken wired. heirship.15 Most seemed to agree that the fire could 
glass panel in the door and under the floor, damaging not have been burning 10% and had made quick and 

some earlier and later census schedules on the lower intense shavings and debris in  the 
tiers. The1890 census, however, was stacked outside carpenter shop, wooden shelving, and the paper 

the vault and was, according to one source, "first in records would have made for a fierce blaze. After all, 
the path of the f i r e m e n , n ~ ~  l-hat morning, census awatchman and engineers had been in the basement 
Director Sam Rogers reported the extensive damage as late as 4:35 and not detected any smoke.16 Others, 
to the 1890 schedules, estimating 25  percent however, believed the fire had been burning for hours, 
destroyed, with 50 percent of the remainder damaged considering its stubbornness. Although, once the 

by water, smoke, and fire,12 salvage ofthe water soaked firemen were finished, it was difficult to tell if one 

and charred documents might be possible, reported Spot in the files had burned longer than any other, 
the bureau, but saving even a small part would take the fire's point of origin was determined to have been 

amonfl,, and it would take two to three years to copy in the northeastern portion of the file room (also 
off and save all the records damaged in the fire. The known as the storage room) under the stock and 
preliminary assessment of census B~~~~~ clerk T, mailroom.17 Despite every investigative effort, Chief 

J. Fitzgerald was far more sobering. Fitzgerald told Census Clerk E.M. Libbey reported, no conclusion 

reporters that the priceless 1890 records were as to the cause was reached. He pointed to the strict 

to be absolutely ruined, l-here is no method of rules against smoking, intactness of electrical wires, 

restoring the legibility of a water.so&ed volume,~~3 and noted that no rats had been found in the building 
for two months. He further reasoned that spontaneous 

Four days later, Sam Rogers complained they had 
combustion in bales of waste paper was unlikely, as not and would not be permitted any further work on 
they were burned on the outside and not totally 

the schedules until  the insurance companies 
Continued onpage 9 
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con~umed.'~ In the end, even experts from the Bureau 
of Standards brought in to investigate the blaze could 
not determine the cause.19 

The disaster spurred renewed cries and support for 
a National Archives, notably from congressmen, 
census officials, and longtime archives advocate J. 
Franklin J a m e ~ o n . ~ ~  It also gave rise to proposals for 
better records protection in current storage spaces. 
Utah's Senator Reed Smoot, convinced a cigarette 
caused the fire, prepared a bill disallowing smoking 
in some government buildings. The Washington Post 
expressed outrage t ha t  the  Declaration of 
Independence and Constitution were in danger even 
at the moment, being stored at  the Department of 
State in wooden cabinets.21 

Meanwhile, the still soggy, "charred about the edges" 
original and only copies of the 1890 schedules 
remained in ruins. At the end of January, the records 
damaged in the fire were moved for temporary storage. 
Over the next few months, rumors spread that salvage 
attempts would not be made and that Census Director 
Sam Rogers had recommended that  Congress 
authorize destruction of the 1890 census. Prominent 
historians, attorneys, and genealogical organizations 
wrote to new Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover, 
the Librarian of Congress, and other government 
officials in protest.   he National ~enealogical Society 
(NGS) and Daughters of the American Revolution 
formally petitioned Hoover and Congress, and the 
editor of the NGS Quarterly warned that a nationwide 
movement would begin among state societies and the 
press if Congress seriously considered d e s t r u c t i ~ n . ~ ~  
The content of replies to the groups was invariably 
the same; denial of any planned destruction and calls 
for Congress to provide for an archives building. 
Herbert Hoover wrote "the actual cost of providing a 
watchman and extra fire service [to protect records] 
probably amounts to more, if we take the government 
as a whole, than it would cost to put up  a proper fire- 
proof archive building."23 

Still no appropriation for a n  archives was 
forthcoming. By May of 1921 the records were still 
piled in a large warehouse where, complained new 
Census Director William Steuart, they could not be 
consulted and would probably gradually deteriorate. 
Steuart arranged for their transfer back to the census 
building, to be bound where possible, but at least 
put in some order for reference.24 

The extant record is scanty on storage and possible 
use of the 1890 schedules between 1922 and 1932, 
and seemingly silent on what precipitated the 
following chain of events. In December 1932, in 
accordance with federal records procedures at  the 

time, the Chief Clerk of the Bureau of Census sent 
the Librarian of Congress a list of papers no longer 
necessary for current business and scheduled for 
destruction. He asked the Librarian to report back to 
him any documents that should be retained for their 
historical interest. Item 22 on the list for Bureau of 
the Census read "Schedules, Population ... 1890, 
Original." The Librarian identified no records as 
permanent, the list was sent forward, and Congress 
authorized destruction on February 21, 1933. At least 
one report states the1890 census papers were finally 
destroyed in 1935, and a small scribbled note found 
in a Census Bureau file states "remaining schedules 
destroyed by Department of Commerce in 1934 (not 
approved by the Ge~grapher ) . "~~  Further study is 
necessary to determine, if possible, what happened 
to the fervent and vigdant voices that championed 
these schedules in 1921. How were these records 
overlooked by Library of Congress stafp Who in the 
Census Bureau determined the schedules were 
useless, why, and when? Ironically, just one day 
before Congress authorized destruction of the 1890 
census papers, President Herbert Hoover laid the 
cornerstone for the National Archives Building. 

In 1942, the National Archives accessioned a 
damaged bundle of surviving Illinois schedules as part 
of a shipment of records found during a Census 

Even aper the outcry in 1921, thirteen years later the 
Census Bureau destroyed the remaining 1890 schedules. 

Bureau move. At the time, they were believed to be 
the only surviving  fragment^.'^ In 1953, however, the 
Archives accessioned an additional set of fragments. 
These sets of extant fragments are from Alabama, 
Georgia, Illinois, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, 
North Carolina, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas, and the 
District of Columbia and have been microfilmed as 
National Archives Microfilm Publication M407 (3 
rolls). A corresponding index is available as National 
Archives Microfilm Publication M496 (2 rolls). Both 
microfilm series can be viewed at  the National 
Archives, the regional archives, and several other 
repositories. Before disregarding this census, 
researchers should always verify that the schedules 
they seek did not survive. There are no fewer than 
6,160 names indexed on the surviving 1890 
population schedules. These are someone's ancestors. 

To be continued in the next issue of ZichronNote 
See footnotes on page 19 
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Helpful Naturalization Information 
Shoshana Arnold, Jem'shGen 

The following information may prove very helpful 
when trying to determine what  naturalization 
documents may be available for your relative. 
1790 - Citizenship required a two-year residency in 

the U.S. and filing must be performed in a court 
of record. 

1795 - Three-year residency requirement for filing of 
a declaration of intent was added as well as a 
five-year residency to file finalpapers. This law 
also provided citizenship to wives and minor 
children. 

1804 -Widow and children of an alien who died before 
ffing final papers were granted citizenship. 

1855 - An alien female who married a U.S. citizen 
was automatically granted citizenship (this was 
repealed in 1922). Naturalization papers were 
not filed for a spouse with derivative citizenship. 

1862 -Aliens over 21 years of age who were in the 
military could become citizens after one year of 
residence. 

1891 - Office of Immigration was established. 
Polygamists and those convicted of certain 
crimes or who carried certain diseases were 
excluded from citizenship. 

1906 -Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization was 
established. Alien registration was required. 
Residency requirements were changed to two 
years prior to filing declaration of intent and 

five years for final papers. Wives and minor 
children were still naturalized under the 1855 law. 

1907 -A female citizen who married an alien lost her 
citizenship and took the nationality of her 
husband.  This was repealed in 1922 but 
citizenship was not restored until 1936. 

19 18 -Aliens serving in the U.S. Armed Forces during 
World War I could be naturalized without any 
residency requirements (although they still had 
to go to a court to become a citizen). 

1921 -The first immigration act to establish quotas of 
immigrants based on national origin was enacted. 

1922 -Women 21 years of age and over were entitled 
to citizenship. Women could no longer claim 
derivative citizenship when their husbands were 
naturalized. 

1940 - Alien Registration Act required registration 
and fingerprinting at a local post office within 
30 days of arrival. 

1952 -Immigration and Nationality Act Amendment 
abandoned the national origins system of setting 
quotas on ethnic groups. 

Here's an example of how this information can be 
put to good use: My husband's great-grandfather, 
Bernard Hugo Arnold, filed a declaration of intent in 
April 1892, and fmal papers in April 1895. What we 
don't know is when he entered the U.S., although we 
believe he came to New York. According to the 1795 
law, he had to be in the U.S. for three years prior to 
filing his declaration of intent. So, he must have 
immigrated prior to April 1889. This information helps 
to narrow down my search. 

Before Looking to the New Millennium, Be Sure to Check the Past 
by Rodger Rosenberg 

A recent discovery has taught me a very important great-grandparents' 1867 marriage license. I was 
lesson. Several months ago, I was chatting with our aghast! This 'treasure' had been just sitting there 
Society Librarian, Judy Baston, about our families waiting for me! I submitted a request for a copy of 
and possible connections. In comparing notes, she the record and after two months, it arrived. The record 
asked if I had checked the JRI-Poland database on also provided the names and birthplaces of their 
JeulshGen for records of my great-grandparents. I parents, my great-great-grandparents! 
admitted I had not. For those of you unfamiliar with ~ h ,  lesson ofthis story is to check, then periodically 
this valuable database, JRI-Poland is the Jewish re.check everything! H~~ many ofus regularly check 
Records ~ndexing-Poland project. This growing, JewishGen for the new databases available? Or even 
searchable database provides transliterations of to go back and review the places in our where 
indices to 19* century Jewish vital records from we have 'hit a brick wall7? A good lesson to learn from 
current and former territories of Poland. Judy offered my experience, is to take any new information you 
to check JRI-Poland as well as a few other sources. get and check it against every possible source you 
One day later she sent me an e-mail describing data ,,find. ~ n d  if you don't find anything, go back to it 
from JRI-Poland, which included a reference to my several months later and check again. 
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Where can you be among hundreds of Jewish genealogists 
and have access to: 

More t h a n  8 0  genealogy lectures Luncheons w i t h  fe l low genealogists 
Birds o f  a feather  meet ings Breakfast with experts 
Special in terest  group meet ings Networking with hundreds o f  genealogists 

Where can you have access to: 
2,000,000 micro f i lm reels Census records 
700,000 microf iche V i ta l  records 
280,000 books Passenger l ists 

and much, m u c h  more  

Answer: 
The 2 0 t h  International Conference o n  Jew ish  Genealogy, hosted b y  t h e  International 
Associat ion of J e w i s h  Genealogical Societies is t o  b e  held July 9-14, 2 0 0 0 ,  in Salt  Lake 
City, Utah, h o m e  o f  t h e  Family History Library. 

Program 
Several key persons at the LDS (Mormon) Family 

History Department will speak to the group. David 
E. Rencher, Director o f  Library Services, will give 
the keynote speech at the opening session of the 
conference on Sunday night. As the new head of 
the Family History Library and overseer of all the 
Family History Centers throughout the world, he 
will give us insight into what innovations we can 
expect from the library system in the new millennium. 
Wayne Metcalf, Director o f  Acquisition and  Field 
Service Division, wil l give a lecture surveying the 
current state of Jewish record acquisition and also 
describe the process of deciding how, where, and 
what to microfilm. Other staff members of the 
Family History Library will present lectures on their 
specialties. 

Although individual speakers are still in the selec- 
tion process, the basic structure of the conference 
has been determined. Sunday daytime will be 
devoted to registration and meetings of Special 

Interest Groups. There will be a four-hour Beginners 
Workshop Sunday afternoon. A wine and cheese 
party at 5:00 p.m. will be the prelude t o  the Open- 
ing Session that starts at 7:30. 

The Monday through Thursday template provides 
for three concurrent one-hour lectures during the 
day. Midday, there will be a break for luncheons 
sponsored by interest groups. It will be a perfect 
time t o  get together wi th people in a relaxed envi- 
ronment to share your successes and discuss your 
brick walls. The luncheons also will feature a 
speaker talking on some light topic of interest to 
genealogists. 

The evening will focus on lectures by noted 
members of the genealogical community. We all 
will want to hear from Wayne Metcalf of the Family 
History Department about the Library's plans for 
acquisitions in the near future. I t  is likely such a 
session will be the only lecture in one of the eve- 
ning time slots. 

SLCYZK . SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K SLCY2K 
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Typical Daily Schedule (Monday-Thursday) 
(Thursday evening wi l l  be the banquet) 

7:15-8:15 a.m. Breakfast with the Experts 
8:30-9:30 a.m. Three concurrent lectures 

9:45-10:45 a.m. Three concurrent lectures 
11 :00-12:OO a.m. Three concurrent lectures 

12:15-1:45 p.m. Two concurrent luncheons 
2:OO-3:00 p.m. Three concurrent lectures 
3:15-4:15 p.m. Three concurrent lectures 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Three concurrent lectures 
7:30-8:30 p.m. One or t w o  concurrent lectures 

9:OO-10:OO p.m. One or two  concurrent lectures 
Friday morning (9:OO-12:OO) wrap-up session and focus on the future 

About the Family History Library 
Salt Lake City is the home to the LDS (Mormon) 

Family History Library (FHL), a five-story building 
devoted to genealogical research. Here you have 
access to more than 2 million reels of microfilm, 
700,000 microfiche and 280,000 books. You might 
say, "Why go to Salt Lake City when I can just stay 
home and go t o  m y  local Family History Center?" An- 
swer: Everything is right there at your finger tips. You 
can accomplish more in four days at the FHL in Salt 
Lake City than you can in four years at your local 
FHC. Additionally, you can access collections in SLC 
that cannot be obtained in your city of residence. This 
is especially true of countries outside of North Ameri- 
ca. Special arrangements are being made in order for 
us to have maximum access to the Jewish records. 

The Family History Library is an "open stacks" library where the vast majority of films of interest to you 
are located in file drawers on each floor. You just remove the film from the drawer, take it to your 
microfilm reader, locate the items of interest, take the microfilm to a film copier, make a copy of the 
recordk), and then return the fi lm to the drawer where you found it. 

Hundreds of microfilm readers on three of the floors provide a comfortable working environment including: 
subdued lighting for better viewing 
a lit work space next t o  each reader for your papers 
an outlet to plug in your laptop computer 
Each floor has a Help Desk manned by  professionals 

and trained volunteers to help you with your problems. 
On the European floor, the personnel can help you 
translate documents in German, Polish, Russian and 
other European languages. 

Copying equipment is located on each floor to copy microfilm, microfiche and paper documents. 
Filmlfiche copies are 2 0  cents each; paper copies are five cents each. Change machines in the copying 
rooms make it unnecessary t o  bring rolls of coins wi th you. 

Tuesday-Saturday: 7:30 a.m.-10:OO p.m. 

Monday: 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Closed Sunday. 

Hotel Accommodations & Travel 
See accompanying registration form. 
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20th International Conference on Jewish Genealogy 
9-14 July 2000 DoubleTree Hotel Salt Lake City, Utah 

Conference Registration Form 
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Last Name First name 

SpouseICompanion: 
Last Name First name 

Street Address 

CitylTown StatelProvince 

ZiplPostal Code Country 

Telephone: Day ( ) Evening ( 1 

E-mail Personal Web Page URL 

Registration 
REGISTER ONLINE AND SAVE! EARLY REGISTRATION VIA INTERNET: http:l/iajgs.orglslcy2k 
Charge your registration using Mastercard or Visa. We will not charge your account until late Allril. 

EARLY REGISTRATION (Must be postmarked by April 30, 2000) $140 
Register before April 30 to receive a copy of the 40-page Making the Most of Your Research Trip 
10 San Lake City in late May. Late registrants will receive it a t  the conference. 

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR SPOUSElCOMPANlON (no printed materials provided) $65 

LATE REGISTRATION (After April 30, 2000) 

LATE REGISTRATION FOR SPOUSE/CDMPANlON (no printed materials) 

DAILY ATTENDANCE REGISTRATION (no printed materials included) 
[ 1 Sun I I Mon [ I Tues [ I Wed I I Thur @ $60  per day 

ADDITIONAL SYLLABUS ORDER - number of copies @$25  each 

Special Events 
LUNCHEONS (number of reservations): 

Monday: German SIG JewishGen @ $19 each 

Tuesday: - Latvia SIG Galicia SIG 

Wednesday: - Belarus SIG Avotaynu 

Select meal: Regular Vegetarian 

BANQUET Thursday evening, July 13, 2000 number of tickets @ $35 each 
Select meal: - Chicken Fish V e g e t a r i a n  - Kosher 

TOTAL 
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Conference Registration Form - Page 2 
Print your name as you wish i t  to appear on your name tag: 

Print up to 4 ancestral surnames and towns that you are researching. These names will appear in the 
conference Family Finder. Be sure to use the modern spelling as listed in Where Once We Walked. 

Surname Town and Country 

Print spouselcompanion's name as it should appear on hislher name tag 

Surname Town and Country 

How many yeaars have you been researching your family history? 

How many previous annual conferences on Jewish genealogy have you attended? 

Do you have a disability that requires an accommodation? If so, please describe? 

I Please let us know your needs by June 1, 2000 1 
Do you need a roommate? 
For assistance in finding a roommate, fill in the appropriate information below. 
[ 1 Male OR [ I Female I I Smoking OR [ I Non-smoking I Date of Arrival Date of Departure I 

RETURN YOUR COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
Mail registration form and payment to: I f  you have any questions: 

International Conference on Jewish Genealogy Call 201-387-2892, fax 201-387-2855, 
P.O. Box 99; Bergenfield, NJ 07621 e-mail seminar@iajgs.org 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: Persons in  the U.S. should pay by check or money order payable t o  "IAJGS, Inc." Others may pay by 
check on a U.S. bank or b y  Visa or Mastercard (include account number and expiration date). 

REFUND POLICY: A full refund will be made upon written request postmarked b y  June 15  
Between June 15-July 9 a refund wi l l  be made less a $ 3 0  admin~strat~ve charge 

Thereafter there are no refunds 

Hotel Reservation Information: To receive our group resewation rate, call the DoubleTree Hotel reservation system at 1-800- 
222-TREE and indicate you are attending the International Conference on Jewish Genealogy. The conference rate is $1 25 
per night singleldouble or $140  triple. Rate for Friday and Saturday nights is $79. You must make your reservation by June 
15, 2000  t o  get this rate. Make your reservation early t o  assure the room block is not sold out. 

Travel Arrangements: Special discounts for air travel, both domestic and international, are available through American, Delta 
and Continental airlines. For quotes and reservations, e-mail Evan Stolbach at <estolb7395@aol.com> or call Oakland 
Travel at 800-462-4105 and ask for the IAJGS Salt Lake City conference discount. 
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