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LOCAL GENEALOGICAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Dates in Bold type are meetings held or supported by the SFBA JGS 
This will be the only notice of Society meetings until the November ZichronNote 

Please transfer the dates to your calendar now, and plan to be with us. 

Note our new permanent San Francisco meeting location. 
We are now wheelchair accessible and air cooled. 

Thanks to the hard work and diligence of Gavle Levton and Gordon Fine. 

August 45  East European Genealogy Conference in MiddleburgHeights, Ohio. 
Contact FEEFHS P. 0. Box 501, 1380 West 117th Street, Lakewood OH 44107. 
Arlene Rich, Louis Schonfeld and Judith Frazin sessions on Friday, Aug 4. 

Thu Aug 10 Contra Costa County Genealogical Society, What's new in genealogical research, 
7:30PM Betty Kot, Concord City Council Chambers, Parkside Drive, Concord 

Mon Aug 21 Regular Meeting. Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela Avenue (Near Foothill 
7:30-9:30 P M  Blvd. and Arastradero Road), Palo Alto. 

Thu Sep 7 Genealogical Society of Santa Cruz County, Susan Kurtz, Digital Photo Restoration, 
1:OO PM Santa Cruz Central Library, Upstairs. For info call Barbara Clark 408-426-6298. . 
Sun Sep 17 Regular Meeting. Twentieth Century Immigration Records, David 
1:OO-2:00 PM Abrahams, Fort Mason Center, Bldg C, Room 205, (Marina at Buchanan), San 

Francisco. 

Sept 20-23 FGS Seminar From Sea To Shining Seu in Seattle, Wash. Contact FGS Business 
Office, P. 0. Box 3385, Salt Lake City, UT 841 10-3385,801-254-2785. 

Sun Oct 8 Seminar at tha Family History Center, JGS of Los Angeles. Contact JGSLA President 
Geraldine Winerman at 8187847277. 

Sat Oct 14 Photo Session, San Mateo County Genealogical Society, San Mateo County Central 
12:00400 PM Library, 25 Tower Road, San Mateo. Copy negs $2.50/photo (two 35mm b-w negs), 

$25.00/roll of 12 pictures (24 negatives), $5.00/contact sheet. Call Cath 415-366-5059 

Sat Oct 21 Genealogy Seminar at the Pleasanton Mormon Church, Valley Avenue, Pleasanton 
co-sponsored by the Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society. For Info call Jolene 
Abrahams 510-447-9386 

Mon Oct 23 Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 

Sat Oct 28 Family History Seminar, Santa Clara California Family History Center, Featuring 
8:15AM-4:00PM Jimmy Parker, Manager of the Family Histo Library, Salt Lake City keynote speaker 

and lecturer. 875 Quince Ave., Santa Clara. 10.00 advance1$12.00 at the door. 
Sun Nov 19 Regular Meeting. San Francisco. 

J 

Mon Dec 18 Regular Meeting. PaloAlto. 
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Journal of the San Francisco Ray Area There has been dcel) concern for mans years 
Jewish Genealogical Society about loss of the viddishkeir . dwindling svnaeoeue - .  - -  

nC.mn~ote is published four times per y e .  at the be- membership, andthe high rate of assimilation and 
ginning of February, May, August, and November. Con- intemaniage. outreach programs have been 
tribution deadline is the 15th of the month preceding p u b  started by the organized Jewish community to ad- 
lication. The Editor reserves the tight to edit all contribu- dress these related phenomena. As suggested by .:--- Lawrence TaDDer in his guest editorial in the S ~ r i n g  
,,",IS. 

1995 AVOTAPNU. there is an im~ortant role'to & 
Reprint ing of material in 7i<.hronNoru is permitted played hithe ~cwish genealogical ~ornmunit). to 
p n n ~ d d  *llh~t there 1s noelplicit proh~hitlon and provided counter these trends. 
that source attribution is made. As Jewish genealozy matures from a hobby to a 

Famil Finder queries are free to Society members. legitimate acad&nicfield of research, it must take on Non.mzmbers may place for $5,00 each limited to the responsibilities associated with this more elevat- 
25 not searcher's name, address and ed station. These responsibilities are reflected in part 
n.,mbr in the first Objective in the AJGS By-laws "to col- 

lect, preserve, and disseminate knowledge and 
Corres~ondenee  relating to items for publication, and infomation with reference to ~ ~ ~ i ~ h  genealogy" 
requests for back issues should be addressed to Bob Weiss, This issue of ZichronNote contributes to this 
3916 Louis Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303-4541. obiective in a number of ways. Robinn Maeid relates 
Production Note: This issue of ZichronNote has been 
composed on an Apple@Macintoshm LC 111, ClarisWorks 
TMV4.0 software. and printed on an Apple@Stylewriter I1 
printer. Contributions may be submitted on 3-112-inch 
floppy discs in DOS or Macintosh format or e-mailed to 
n.,,-:--,,."m--, 

h& experiences at the U. ~ . ~ o l o c a u s t  ~ e & a r c h  In- 
stitute and gives us some insight into the collected 
Holocaust records at that institution. But, as Robinn 
points out, access is not sufficient. The records must 
be indexed in order to be of use to the researcher. 

Yale Reisner. Director of Research & Archives 
K I V ~ l S S J U i ) W d U I . C : U L 1 1 .  

of the Ronald S. Lauder Foundation Genealogv Pro- 
Adver t i s ins  Display advertising will be accepted in 
ZichmnNote The initial rate for a 2-column-inch (3.112 x 
2 inch, business card) insertion will be $10.00 per issue, 
quarter-page ad $20.00, half-page ad $35.00, full-page ad 
$60.00. Ads must be camera-ready, relate to Jewish gene- 
alogy, and be in good taste. 

MembershCp in the SFBA JGS is open to anyone in- 
terested in Jewish genealogy. Dues are $20.00 per calendar 
year. The Society is "exempt" per section Ml(c)(3) of the 
IRS code. Make check out to "SFBA JGS' and send to: 
Shemll Laszlo, Treasurer, 34 Craig Ave., Piedmont, CA 
9461 1. 

.................. President: Bob Weiss 415-424-1622 
... Vice President: Martha L. Wise 415-564-9927 

............... Secretary: Jerry Delson 415-493-0404 
...... Treasurer: Sherrill Stem Laszlo 510-6556789 

........... Membership: Sita Likuski 510-5384249 
............... Program: Gayle Leyton 415-397-01 10 
................... Librarian: Dana Kurtz 415-921-6761 

E-Mail Address: RWeissiGS@aol.com 

Meetings Odd-numbered months- 3rd Sunday of 
each month, starting at 1:00 PM in Bldg. C, Room 205, 
Fon Mason Center (Marina at Buchanan), San Francisco. 

Even-numbered months- 3rd Monday 
of each month starting at 7 3 0  PM at Congregation Kol 
Emeth, 4175 Manuela Avenue (near Arastradero & 
Foothill), Palo Alto. 

ject at the Jewish Institute of Poland describesihe 
Polish Jewish records that have been gathered at the 
Institute that are in desperate need of preservation 
and cataloging. This cause has elicited an outpour- 
ing of support at the recently concluded Summer 
Seminar in Washington and at our July meeting in 
San Francisco. 

My article on the genealogical indexing of Hol- 
ocaust testimonies proposes a project to create and 
disseminate indexes of the names of all persons 
mentioned in thousands of collected oral and video 
interviews. This proposed index would make avail- 
able knowledge of the lives and deaths of the per- 
sons described in these interviews who would other- 
wise remain nameless and forever buried, if the 
standard cataloging as practiced by the Yale Fortun- 
off Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies were 
the only way of accessing the records. 

Regular contributor Anatolij Chayesh in St. Pe- 
tenburg, Russia, makes available a list of almost 
500 students of the Eisenbet Jewish school in St. 
Petersburg between 1906 and 1917, giving birth 
dates, father's names and occupation, and attendance 
dates and grades. 

And Society Secretary Jeny Delson outlines to 
recent Russian emigres how they can find long-lost 
family. The genealogical novice can use this 10-step 
guide to start building his family. 

Robert Weiss 
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Additions to Our Library 
We are actively acquiring reference materials for our library. Some material is purchased with your 

dues, but much is frum member donations. An update to the Society's holdings appears below. Call our 
Librarian Dana Kurtz at 415-921-6761 at least 48 hours prior to a meeting to use or borrow any reference. 

TRle Author or Publisher Date 
Genealogy & CD-ROM Resource Guide Automated Research 1995 76pb 
Jewish Sumames in Prague (15th-18th Centuries) Beider, Alexander 1994 46pb 
Catalog of Census Returns on Microfilm, 1666-1891 Hillman, Thomas A. 1987 289pb 
Old Town, New Town: An Enjoyment of San Diego Jewish History Kramer. William M., ed. 1994 96pb 
Ship Passenger Lists 1538-1825 Lancour, Harold & Wolfe, R.J. 1963 137hc 
How to Document Vlctims and Locate Suwivors of the Holocaust Mokotoff, G. 1995 194pb 
Where Once We Walked Companion Mokotoff, G 1995 197hc 
Olschwanger Journal 5744 (No. 1) Olswanger, Anna 1983 63pb 
Olschwanger Journal 5754 (No. 3) Olswanger, Anna 1993 136pb 
Tracing your Ancestors in Canada Roy, Janine 1987 48pb 

The following microfiches were distributed by the Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (AJGS) to 
its constituent societies, and are now in our library. 
lndex to Jewish Names from "Protection of Interests of U. S. Citizens" Part I I  

U. S. Department of State Central Decimal File, 1910-29 (RG-59) (1 Fiche) 
lndex to Jewish Names from "Protection of Interests of U. S. Citizens" Part Ill-Palestine 

U. S. Department of State Central Decimal File, 191029 (RG-59) Palestine (1 Fiche) 
Romanian Census Records, Paul Pascal (1 Fiche) 
Birth lndex lor Buda Jewry 1820-1852. 1868, Richard Panchyk (2 Fiches) 
Jewish Residents of the Maritime Provinces in the 1871-1901 Censuses of Canada, Glen Eker (1 Fiche) 
Jewish Residents of Greater Quebec Province in the 1871-1901 Censuses of Canada, Glen Eker (1 Fiche) 
Noms des Juifs du Maroc (Moroccan Jewish Surnames), Philip Abensur (1 Fiche) 
Jewish Cemeteries Throughout the World. 1955. (2 Fches) 
List of 56,M)O Jewish Burials, 1955 

Welcome New Members And More Thanks 
We welcome new members who joined our Society We also thank the generous members who have do- 
since last May. We hope to see you at our meetings nated resources to our library this quarter: 
and workshops. Please feel free to communicate Dorothy Jndd: Canadian Census catalog 
your feelings, comments, and suggestions to o w  of- Irvin M. Roth: Ship Passenger Lists 
ficers either in person or by mail. We are here to Anna Olsehwanger: Olschwanger Journals ' 
help you in your Jewish genealogical endeavors. 

Gerald B.Bemstein Castro Valley 
Rob Gelphman San Jose 
David H. Lui San Francisco 
Ruth E. Rosenthal San Rafael 
Nicole Q. Russler Knoxville, TN 
Larry Tesler Cupertino 
Gerald Wagger Palo Alto 
Edith Yanklowitz Palo Alto 

Thanks For Your Generous Donations 
We would like to give special thanks to the follow- 
ing members who donated above their basic dues 
level to help acquire important publications for our 
Society library: 

Judy Baston Gordon Fine 
Gayle Leyton David H. Lui 
Ruth E. Rosenthal 
Laurie Siperstein-Cook 
Larry Tesler Gerald Wagger 
Robert Weiss 

- - 
Special thanks are extended to Martha Wise for 
the home-baked cookies and cakes she faithfully do- 
nates at our San Francisco meetings, even when she 
cannot attend. 

Discounts on Genealogy Texts 
We would like to remind you that we receive sub- 
stantial discounts on Jewish genealogical reference 
books from Avotaynu, Inc. When we order Avotay- 
nu publications in quantities of 5 or more of one title 
sent to one address we receive a 20% discount and 
free shipping. Typical bargains are as follows: 

Title Regular Special 
Where Once We Walked $74.00 $55.60 
Jewish Names..Russian Empire $79.50 $60.00 
Biographical Dict.Canadian Jewry $38.50 $28.00 
Following the Paper Trail $32.50 $23.20 

Other titles are available. Call Sherrill Laszlo for de- 
tails or send her your check. As soon as we get the 
required number of orders we will place the order 
with Avotaynu. 
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AJGS News 
by Bob Weiss 

A new set of officers and Board of Directors 
for the Association of Jewish Genealogy Societies 
(AJGS) were elected by representatives of the 56 
Jewish genealogical societies (JGSs) at the 14th 
Summer Seminar of Jewish Genealogy in Washing- 
ton DC in June. The AJGS is the organization 
which coordinates activities of its constituent JGSs, 
provides resource materials such as the Jewish Ge- 
nealogical People Finder and various microfiched 
materials available at our meetings, and represents 
Jewish genealogical interests to the outside world. 

The new officers and Board of the AJGS are: 
President: Robert Weiss (San Francisco) 
V. President: Dr. Rolf Lederer (Canada) 
Secretary: Steven Siegel (New York) 
Treasurer: Hal Bookbinder (Los Angeles) 
Immed. Past President: Gary Mokotoff (NY) 
Board: Nancy Arbeiter (Greater Boston) 

Linda Cantor (Long Island) 
Scott Meyer (Illinois) 
Arline Sachs (Greater Washington) 

In a vision statement read to the Board and re- 
peated at the banquet, the new President promised to 
make the AJGS an internationally-recognized repre- 
sentative organization that raises Jewish genealogy 
to the position it deserves among the Jewish and 
academic communities. Other objectives are to in- 
spire and assist Jews in becoming interested in their 
rich heritage through family research, to continue 
development of archival resources, to facilitate ac- 
cess to Jewish genealogical resources on electronic, 
microform, and hard copy media, to develop train- 
ing materials and reference materials to be used by 
the local JGSs, and to encourage and assist develop 
ment of new local societies. 

To enhance communication and enable the 
Board to be responsive to the needs of its far-flung 
constituent JGSs, an e-mail network has been es- 
tablished with communications broadcast to all 
Board members and JGS Presidents. A World Wide 
Web page is being developed which will integrate 
the local JGS pages and provide easy access to Jew- 
ish genealogical databases worldwide. New socie- 
ties will be nurtured, training materials developed, 
and new resources developed and distributed for the 
use of Jewish ~enealopists. Local and national ~ u b -  
licity will be e~coura&d and Jews will be encoir- 
aged and assisted in in becoming interested in their 

Mormon Controversy Ends 
by Gary Mokotoff 

On Wednesday, May 3, an historic agree- 
ment was signed between the Church of Jesus Christ 
of the Latter-day Saints (Mormons) and representa- 
tives of the Jewish community, led by the American 
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, regarding 
posthumous baptism of Jews by members of the 
LDS Church. The agreement provides: 

1. That all posthumously baptized Jewish Holo- 
caust victims who are not direct ancestors of living 
members of the Church will be removed from the 
IGI; some 360,000 persons. 

2. The Church will reaffirm the policy and issue 
a directive to all officials and members of the Church 
to discontinue any future baptisms of deceased 
Jews, except if they are direct ancestors of living 
members of the Church (or the Church has written 
approval of the family). 

3. The Church will confirm this policy in all rel- 
evant literature produced by the Church. 

4. The Church will remove from the IGI in the 
future the names of all deceased Jews who are so 
identified if they are known to be improperly includ- 
ed counter to Church policy. Note that the agreement 
refers to "Jews" not "Holocaust victims." It means it 
will be the future policy of the Church not to post- 
humously baptize a n y  Jew who is not a direct an- 
cestor of a Mormon without permission of the fami- 
ly; a historic decision in Mormon-Jewish relations. 

I would like to thank all those in the Jewish ge- 
nealogical community who were very upset about 
this Mormon practice for their restraint in this con- 
troversial issue. I knew that once the Church fully 
understood why so many Jewish persons reacted 
emotionally to this situation, they would reevaluate 
this practice and the final negotiations were done 
quietly rather than in the public forum. 

The implication to Jewish genealogy can be sig- 
nificant. For those who have had reluctance to share 
their genealogy information with the Mormonsfor 
fear of their using it for religious purposes, this 
agreement further emphasizes their policy not to al- 
low it. However, remember the one exception would 
be if a Mormon and you shared a common ancestor 
(not a collateral relative--a Mormon cannot 
posthumously baptize, for example, a Jewish uncle). 

Some years ago, I submitted my family history 
in book form to the LDS Library and as a GEDCOM 
file to the LDS Ancestral File database based on their 

rich heritage through family research. policy of not allowing this information to be used for 
The old Board, before disbanding. distributed mass extractions. This new agreement iust reinforces 

a check for $1000.06 to The Ronald ~ r ~ a u d e r  
- 

my comfort. 
Foundation Genealogy Project at the Jewish Insti- [The full background on this momentous event 
tute of Poland for document preservation (see page was published by Gary Mokotoff in Vol. XI No. 2 
7) and a check for $1000.00 to the Malcolm Stem of AVOTAYNU , Summer 1995. I highly recom- 
NARA Gift Fund. mend that this article be read: RW] 
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My Summer Vacation at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum's 

Holocaust Research Institute 
by Robinn Magid, Kensington, CA (RobinnM@aol.com) 

The United States Memorial Holocaust Mu- I discovered my second favorite returned book 
seum's Holocaust Research Institute is where "I by returning it myself as a favor to the Photo Ar- 
spent my summer vacation". During the Washing- chivist who had been using it. YlVO published a 
ton, D.C. seminar, I spent the better part of 4 days book in 1994 entitled, Survivors ofthe Holocaust in 
at the Institute and still ran out of time. This article Poland: a portrait based on Jewish community 
contains my assessment of the genealogical uses for records. This book includes lists of Jewish children 
the collections today and my recommendationsfor who survived the war. I found a familiar name on a 
maximizing your precious time at the museum. list of children in orphanages and children's homes. 

This is really a collection of my personal ex- It gives name, birth year, parents' names and par- 
periences and expectations. I came equipped with ents' last known residence. It does not indicate 
the Spring 1995 AVOTAYNU and the wonderful where the kids were found, but it's enough to send 
article' and finding aids that Peter Lande of the to the Red Cross Tracing Service or to Batya at the 
JGS-Greater Washington provided. I refer the Bureau for Missing Relatives in Jerusalem! 
reader to those publications for a broader perspec- 2) THE PHOTO ARCHIVE collections in- 
tive on the holdings. Additions and dissenting opin- clude: photos organized by town; photos of well- 
ions are welcome ... known personalities; and family photos. Family 

The United States Holocaust Research Institute photos are no longer actively collected by the Ar- 
is located on the fifth floor of the museum and does chives. The friendly staff will ask you what you 
not require a ticket to enter. It does have security seek. Look through the complete catalog listing 
measures in place and requires researchers to apply anyway because there will be things you won't have 
for a research card to use microfilm and microfiche thought to ask for. If you find something, they'll 
materials. The Institute is divided into seven sec- make an instant photo for you for $5. 1 found a 
tions, five of which 1 found genealogically interest- good picture of the Lublin Yeshiva to frame with my 
ing. These are: Library, Photo Archives, Survivor g-g-grandpa's photo (since he attended the Yeshiva). 
Registry, Oral Histories, and Archives. I also 1 also copied a crowd scene including an unidenti- 
found the Donor Honor Roll in the museum's Main fied teen who bore a strong family resemblance. I'll 
Hall to be helpful. All these areas are discussed be- probably never know who he was, but I'm glad to 
low. The two areas I'm not covering are the E lm know his face. 
and Video DepamnenVArchive and the Academic 3) THE NATIONAL REGISTRY OF . 
Program Department. HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS (and Victims) is 

1) THE LIBRARY contains Yizkor books engaged in an ambitious project to document all per- 
and general resources for Genealogy research like a sons who were displaced by or persecuted during 
good Jewish library should. The high-quality pho- the Holocaust. They currently have an automated 
tocopier enticed me to retrieve copies of things that I database and "older" published books (1993) com- 
had found in other less-endowed libraries. The best prising names of survivors and their descendants. I 
part of the reference desk (not including the staff have some strong opinions on the best way to cover 
who were very helpful) was that because patrons are the bases here. The computerized version is 
not allowed to re-shelve books, the desk collected "newer" and can even store photos, but it has some 
many retumed books which were as interesting as important limitationsfor genealogical research, so 
anytlung that I found on my own. My favorite check BOTH the computer and the books. I did 
"retumed book" find was the collection of "GUM " find entries in the books that were not in the com- 
books. My luck is such that almost every time I puter at all. The Registry computer can only search 
look up a town in "Where Once We Walked" the by a survivor's current name, while entries in the 
only reference cited is a "GUM" reference. These books are cross-referenced by maiden name and 
are the Yad Vashem's "Guides to the Unpublished original name. The most obvious benefit of using 
Materials for the Holocmsr". I copied out a bunch the book over the computer is that the software does 
of references, most of which turned out to be from not allow searches by town, whereas the books are 
oral testimonies. Now if I could only figure out also indexed by town-lived-in-before-the-war and 
how to get at the original holdings at Yad Vashem! again by place-during-the-war. I noticed that there 
' "What Happened to Schmul and Rebeka in the Halo- Was no attempt to standardizespellings of towns in 
caust7 the books. They seemed to be merely transcribed 
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from the survivors' applications. I eventually decid- 
ed to scan the complete town indices page by page 
to cover all possible spellings. Didn't take too long 
but it did pay-off! The computer does link family 
members together and allows the user to quickly 
travel to the screens for related people, but it ne- 
glects to identify how the people it linked are related 
to each other. Too bad for us genealogists. If you 
decide to contact a Holocaust survivor, the Registry 
will forward a letter from you to the survivor but 
will not divulge any data about the address of the 
survivor. (However, see Donor Honor Roll 
below.) 

4) ORAL HISTORIES (TESTIMONIES) 
There is a catalog by sumame for each oral tes- 

timony in the collection. It contains specifics about 
when and where the testimony was collected. Its 
shortcomings for our purpose are that there are no 
European geographic data, and the interviewee is 
listed only by current name which is not necessarily 
the original or maiden name [and names of persons 
mentioned in the testimony are not indexed-RW]. 
The binders of testimony summaries were much 
more useful than the catalog. The first line of each 
one-page summary gives the interviewee's birth 
name, birth date, and birthplace. Detailed remarks 
are included. For example, one summary mentioned 
that the man was from a musical family from Lublin 
and that he spent some time at Majdanek. Though 
he probably isn't a relative, my family was also a 
musical familv from Lublin. and I will contact him 
to see if he knew my family 'and what befell them. 
We think some may have been in Majdanek also. 

5) THE ARCHIVES holds documentary 
evidence of the Holocaust and its individual events. 
I found the most useful finding aid to be the Ar- 
chive'sCollection t is t  whichis about 112 inch thick 
and available for the asking on the Archive Librar- 
ian's desk. It includes the call number in the de- 
scription and gives a paragraph detailing the contents 
of the holding. It made great bed-time reading. I 
learned fromlt that the& are not many lists oflvic- 
tims available for my study areas (yet). However, 
it did direct me to the Majdanek Museum collection. 

Majdanek Mosenm List. The Museum at 
the Majdanek concentration camp gave some rnateri- 
al to the lJS Holocaust Museum. It includes lists of 
Polish Jews transported to or dying at Majdanek in 
1942. People are listed with birth dates and resi- 
dences. I found a familiar name, Moses TENEN- 
BAUM (born 1921) from Lublin, and I've written 
to Majdanek's Museum to see if I can find out any- 
thing else about this probable relative. The collec- 
tion also has lists of confiscated itemslfumiture and 
Nazi decrees affecting Lublin. The confiscated 
property lists do not mention Jewish individuals by 
name. The Majdanek collection is copyrighted and 

I have a legal copy. I will gladly search the (rather 
limited) material for anyone interested. Contact me 
privately with the sumame and Polish town you're 
interested in at: RobinnM@aol.com. If you've read 
this far, it's the least I can offer you! 

The most ballyhooed Archive collection used 
during our visit seemed to be the files of the 
"Extraordinary State Commission to Inves- 
tigate Nazi Crimes Committed on Soviet 
Territory", a large collection of difficult-to-read 
microfilm which was Stalin's attempt to take a 
"negative census". It is a town-by-town list of peo- 
ple who were no longer there. 1 spent a whole day 
searching for documentation on just four little 
towns. Although there is an ambitious place name 
index, it is not yet easy to find the requisite folder 
and town reference. Most fnntrating, the precise 
location of a town's information on a particular film 
is not noted and is not necessarily easy to find. 
And, by the way, the filmed documents are often 
fragments of paper and many are in poor Russian 
handwriting. I retrieved one folder which I now be- 
lieve is for the wrong town, but the copies are too 
poor to read the cover (and I made six copies of the 
cover trying to get a good one). I retrieved one fold- 
er which is definitely the right town, but the list of 
names doesn't include any first names. 1 never did 
find the third town, even though it is listed on the 
index. And, finally, I ran out of time and interest for 
the fourth town which was part of a folder with over 
88 pages. I didn't have the energy left to weed 
through the language banier and narrow down the 
pages I would have wanted. I'd be curious about 
any success stories where complete names were lo- 
cated in this collection. I would place this fishing 
expedition lower on my genealogy priority list if I 
had it to do over again. It's an important collection, 
but it needs more detailed finding aids. (Maybe 
some of the JGS special interest groups could create 
unofficial finding aids for their respective interest 
areas.) 

Last but not to be missed, the  Donor Honor 
Rol l  in the lobby of the museum, near the coat 
check, is a hall of donors to the museum and honor- 
ees for whom donations were placed. My guess is 
that most museum members appear on this list. The 
list is accessed only by donor name, not by honor- 
ee, which, frankly annoyed me because I wanted the 
world to see the names I honored, not my own 
name. But donors are listed by surname along with 
their city and state. Two touch-screen computers are 
available for searches. There is no other place in the 
museum to view this list and no way to print the 
data you find interesting. So, I stood there writing 
for a long time ... I found two interesting uses for 
this list. 

(concluded on Puge 23 See Magid ) 
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Appeal for Preservation of Polish Jewish Records 
By Yale J. Reisner, Director of Research &Archives ( reisner@plearn.edu.pl) 

The Ronald S. Lauder Foundation Genealogy Project at the Jewish lnstitute of Poland 

Yale J. Reisner, Director of Research, was a presenter at lhe 14th Summer Seminar on Jewish Genealogy, June 1995, 
sponsored by the Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies & hosted by the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater 
Washington (D.C.) What follows is an open letter on the topic. 

Warsaw 1 May 199511 Iyar 5755 ties seized by the Nazis in the Lublin District; Cor- 
Dear Friends, respondence from the various Nazi labor camps 

The Jewish Historical Association was estab- (including. the Schindler factory in Krakow); Photo 
lished nearly fifty years ago as Poland's Jewish ID'S of Jewish prisoners of war held in Lublin; 
community sought toreestablish its institutional life Wartime and post-war records of Jewish social-wel- 
after the horrors of the Holocaust. The Association fare, education, health and refugee aid organizations, 
owns a vast archival collection, rich with primary as well as of Zionist and labor movements, including 
source materials on the lives and deaths of Jews and photographic documentation; Card catalogues of 
Jewish communities throughout Poland and in ad- Jewish survivors, carefully collected some fifty 
joining regions historically connected with Poland. years ago and now in danger of physical destruction 

These holdings, ranging from the eighteenth simply for lack of proper housing (acid-free folders, 
century to the present day, survived through a corn- boxes and shelves). 
bination of luck, ingenuity, the heroic deeds of his- These material are used daily in search of doc- 
torians and archivists (such as the Warsaw ghetto umentation of wartime experiences. Many people 
historian Emanuel Ringelblum's "Oneg Shabbes" need these records to validate their claims to German 
conspiracy to preserve the history of the Holocaust pensions, so important as many survivors reach ad- 
experience), the compulsive record-keeping of Nazi vanced age. Righteous Gentiles, too have their rights 
operatives, and deliberate post-war efforts of to have claims documented with materials contained 
scholars and communal institutions. in these archives. In addition, these records have 

However, during a half century of Communist made possible -- in the last few months alone -- 
rule, Jewish history was largely neglected and these several reunions, fifty years on, of brothers and 
materials, so vital to an understanding of Jewish sisters, of parents and children and of more distant 
history and critical to reconnecting broken Jewish relatives separated in the Holocaust. 
families, while collected, went largely untended for Were these records only to be properly stored 
lack of funds, equipment, trained personnel and po- and computer cataloged, they would be far more 
litical sanction. Now, times have changed and it is easily accessible to researchers and perhaps more 
possible in theory to research Jewish history and such dramatic results could be achieved. Yet the time 
Jewish family ties freely. In theory, not because of for such discoveries is short indeed, due to the 
govenunent opposition, but simply due to the con- march of time and the frailty of the human organism. 
tinuing lack of funds, personnel and equipment While the costs of physically preserving these ' 

needed to preserve the now quickly decaying prim- material and computer cataloging them are prohibi- 
ary source of materials. tive for the Jewish Historical institute Association, 

Among the endangered holdings are: The they are modest indeed from a Western standpoint. 
Jewish community archives of the Breslau For example: 
[Wroclawl from the late eighteenth century to the * A gift of $18.00 makes possible the 
mid-twentieth century, including materials of Bres- purchase of a dozen acid-free document folders or a 
lau's famed Jewish Theological Seminary; The half dozen acid-free storage boxes; 
Jewish communal records of Krakow from 1701 to * $50.00 buys 1,000 vinyl document 
1939, including birth, maniage and death records, protectors for fragile papers; 
the records of Jewish organizations and institutions, * $180.00 would rebind the 1947 sur- 
school records, synagogue ledgers, etc; A collection vivor list volumes, now losing their pages due to 
of thousands of pre-war (late 1930's) Polish pass- constant use by visiting tour groups and staff re- 
ports of intending Jewish emigrants to Palestine, searchers; 
whose plans were dashed by the outbreak of the war * $500.00 could purchase a computer 
in 1939; Roughly 15,000 individual death records printer for the Archives, or a fireproof cabinet for a 
from the Warsaw Ghetto; Deportation lists, giving card file of deaths in the Warsaw Ghetto; 
the name, address and birth date of each Jew on * $2,000 provides fireproof cabinets to 
each "resettlement" transport out of the Krakow protect the registration file of Polish Jewish sur- 
Ghetto; Records of the Judenrate (Jewish Coun- vivors, now in chemically-damaging wooden draw- 
cils) in various ghettos; Records of Jewish proper- ers: 
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* $3,600 would securely house three 
centuries of Breslau Jewish archives, finally remov- 
ing them from the brown paper and string in which 
they arrived here; 

* $5,000 would completely process the 
to date unindexed collection of of any one of several 
post-war Jewish relief organizations; 

* $10,000 could chemically treat, organ- 
ize, store and computer catalog an entire major col- 
lection. 

Any coutribution, by check or in kind, from 
copy paper, to archival supplies, to an OCR-capable 
computer scanner, to a PowerBook laptop for field 
work, would be most welcome. My presence here 
for several years as a full time archival researcher 
and consultant is made possible by the Ronald S. 
Lauder Foundation and my overhead costs and sup- 
plies are provided for, but the foundation has asked 
that I also assist my colleagues in seeking overseas 
support for the Jewish Historical Institute Archives 
for, without primary source materials, historical re- 
search is impossible. 

If you agree that memory is crucial to our peo- 
ple not only to honor the past, but also as a founda- 
tion for future generations, please send a generous 
contribution, payable to the "Jewish Historical Insti- 
tute Association," to the address below and ear- 
marking it "for archival preservation". The full sum 
of your gift will go to physically preserving Jewish 
archival materials and making them more accessible 
through improved cataloging. Should you have any 
questions, fee free to inquire directly at any of the 
addresses above (mail, fax, e-mail). 

Sincere1 y, 
Yale J. Reisner, 
Director of Research &Archives 
Ronald S. Lauder Foundation Genealogy Project 
Jewish Historical Institute of Poland 
ul. Tlomackie 315,OO-090 Warsaw, Poland 

Telephonelfax: (48-2)625-0400 
E-mail: reisner@plearn.edu.pl 

* * * [25Ju195] Provider: Bernard Kouchel * * * 
* * * koosh@bcfreenet.seflin.lib.fl.us * * * 
rrhe San Fmncisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical 
Society is collecting donations to be sent to the Jew- 
ish Historical Institute in the name of the Society and 
its members. You may send your tax deductible d e  
nation to our Treasurer Sherrill Laszlo, 34 Craig 
Avenue, Piedmont, CA 9461 1. Make the check out 
to "SFBA JGS" and mark it "for Jewish Historical 
Institute" 
A copy of Yale Reisner'sfascinating talk may be 
borrowed by members from our library. Also avail- 
able is a copy of the tape of David Lui's talk at our 
May meeting describing David's trip to his ancestral 
village in Poland and his meeting with Yale.-RW] 

New Hispanic Jewish Center 
DENVER (AP) Many Hispanic families in the 

U.S. Southwest have been living with the secret of 
their Jewish heritage for generations. Often called 
"hidden or Crypto Jews", they felt compelled to 
keep their Judaic roots secret in a largely Catholic 
community. But now a new genealogy center in 
Denver could help hundreds of Mexican Americans 
learn whether they have a Sephardic Jewish past. 
Jewish and Hispanic leaders on Wednesday will in- 
augurate the Hispauo Crypto-Jewish Resource Cen- 
ter at the University of Denver's Penrose Library. 

Isabelle Medina Sandoval, an administrator for 
Academy School District 20 in Colorado Springs, 
said the center would give Hispanics access to mate- 
rial that would help them uncover theirJewish gene- 
alogy. 

Crypto-Jews ousted from Spain and Portugal 
in the 1400s following the union of Isabella and Fer- 
dinand fled to the Americas, many settling in pre- 
sent-day Mexico and what is today the U.S. South- 
west. Many, fearing persecution, kept their religi- 
ous and cultural roots a secret, keeping traditions 
underground. Some converted to Christianity and 
were scornfully called "marranos" Spanish for 
swine by fellow Jews. "To prove they were Chris- 
tian or Catholic, they would eat pork in public," said 
Efren Martinez, a Mexican-American Jew who 
helped develop the Hispano Crypto-Jewish Re- 
source Center. 

Hispanic Jews, who according to historians 
fled the Spanish Inquisition and Europe on Colum- 
bus' ships, migrated throughout the present-day 
Southwest, including the states of Texas, New Mex- 
ico and southern Colorado. Medina Sandoval, who 
is converting to Judaism, said her family research 
shows that her grandparents lived in northern New 
Mexico. She said she remembers her parents drin- 
king kosher wine. She also learned her grandfather 
had written afamily journal in Spanish in the late 
1800s in an attempt to keep the family's history. 
Martinez, who was never a Crypto-Jew, said his 
grandmother was a devoted Jew who observed the 
Shabbat, the Jewish sabbath, on Friday nights. He 
said he promised his mother he would never aban- 
don Judaism and has turned to that faith. Martinez 
said he plans to change his name to Ephraim, which 
is the Hebrew equivalent of his Spanish first name. 
"This religion thing really tears families apart," he 
said. "My brother hates that I'm Jewish." 

Erica Kose, Haltimore, MI) (erose(~set.ota.gov) 
Extracted for ZichronNolt. from .IEWISHGEN bv 
Laurie Siperstein Cook 

[The interested reader is referred to the account of 
the SFBA JGS December 1994 meeting "Hispanic 
Genealogy-Sources of Interest to Sephardic Re- 
searchers" in the February 1955 ZichronNotr.-RW] 
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Creating Genealogical Indexes  for Holocaust  T e s t i m o n i e s  

by Robert  Weiss, Palo Alto, CA (RWeissJGS@aol.com) 

Motivation 
The collection of testimony from Holocaust sur- 

vivors is a high-priority on-going project all over the 
world. Interviews are being captured on audio and 
video tape and on film at many Holocaust research 
centers, universities, and archives. For the most part 
these projects are being conducted for their socioloei- 

and historical value. But there is a wealth of po- 
tential genealopical information inherent in these testi- 
monies, which must be "mined" if it is to be of value 
to genealogical researchers. This name-indexing 
project makes worldwide Holocaust testimony collec- 
tions more valuable by enhancing their accessibility to 
a large, active community of researchers. 

Cur ren t  Cataloging Techniques 
Cataloging of oral and video histories at the larger 

archives and libraries is based on the U. S. MARC 
(machine-leadablegtaloging) standard format used 
by libraries and archives throughout North America. 
It is a standard communication format which enables 
the exchange of information between collections, 
much the same as the GEDCOM format facilitates in- 
terchange of individual genealogical information. 
Colleges and Universities with large library budgets 
subscribe to bibliographic utilities such as OCLC, 
RLIN, WLN and UTLAS which enables them to in- 
terchange data and to search each others' holdings. 

The MARC system of cataloging is a complex 
system using standard contentdesignator.s to organ- 
ize the bibliographic information describing a particu- 
lar document, ta-pe, or photograph. There are many 
references which describe this system1 . Each field of 
the bibliographic record contains a particular type of 
data and occupies a set position in the record. Typical 
fields used in the cataloeine of holocaust testimonies 
are: ~uthor(interviewe~):fitle; I'ublisher; Summary: 
Availability: Subject; Local Call Number. 

A MARC citation for a Yale Fortunoff VideoAr- 
chive for Holocaust Testimonies video testimony il- 
lustrates how the system catalogs a video testimony 
from one of the largest Holocaust Video Archives. 
This citation was obtained with an on-line search 
from the Palo Alto Public Library, and is typical of 
the information available through on-line searches 
over Internet. Comments will be made concerning 
content and limitations of each relevant field. 

Author: "S., Peter, 1936" In the Yale cata- 

1 USMARC Format for Bibliographic Data, Cataloging Dis- 
tribution Service, Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 

log the surname of the survivor is deleted, and re- 
placed by an initial. Peter S. was reduced to a number 
when he was imprisoned, and now as a free person, 
his name is obliterated by a cataloger. 

Title: "Peter S. Holocaust Testimony (HVT- 
2337) [video recording] interviewed by Dana Kline 
and Lucille B. Ritvo, February 14, 1994." Peter S. 
loses his name but his interviewers are remembered. 

Published: 
Quantity: 
Summary: This detailed summary of the 

contents of the Holocaust testimony is an extremely 
valuable synopsis of the content of the interview. It 
contains, among other things, Peter S.'s birth year 
and location, and a concise account of the places he 
traveled. These locations are later used as subjects, 
and can be used as key words with which to search. 
[Current indexing of oral testimonies are indexes of 
the summaries, and not the actual testimony text. The 
indexing being proposed will use the actual text, and 
will result in a more acccurate index.] The location 
names used by Yale correspond to Library of Con- 
gress subject headings2 (LOCSH), or, if not found in 
that authority, U.S Board on Geographic Names 
(BGN) is used. 

The major shortcoming for genealogists in this 
index is the lack of the names of the persons de- 
scribed. For example, Peter S's interview mentions 
"deportation of his ~a ren t s  and his younper brother to 
Latvia", "a team of skilled mechanics his father 
headed", "a German officer his father saved", a Pol- 
ish inmate doctor who treated his illness", "liberation' 
by British soldiers", and "his mother's remarriage". 
How much more valuable would this Holocaust testi- 
mony be, and how many more researchers would 
read it and remember, if it were indexed by person's 
name? 

Part of: 
Notes: 
Cite as: 
Subjects (Library of  Congress): The 

subject listings use terms in the three-volume Library 
of Congress Subject Headings. They include place 
names when they are found in that reference. One 
subject listing is "Peter S., 1936". Except for the 
place names, this list is of no use to genealogists. 

Subjects (Local Yale): Additionalde- 

2 Library of Congress Subject Headings, 3 Volumes, Cat- 
aloging Distribution Sewice, Library of Congress, 
Washington. DC. 
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scriptors are used at local cataloger's option when ap- 
propriate ones are not found in the LOCSH. In this 
example, "Riga Ghetto" is added to "Riga (Latvia)" 
and "Jews-Latvia-Riga" LOC subject headings. 

Type of Material: 
Also Listed Under: This testimony is 

separately listed under the names of the interviewers. 
LOCATION: The final citation is the loca- 

tion of the testimony, its call number, and the nota- 
tion that it is non-circulating. 

The catalog records may be searched by key 
word, and Boolean searches which link key words in 
logical combinations may be accomplished to refine 
the search. But the inescapable conclusion drawn 
from this example is that, with all of the sophistica- 
tion and standardization applied to the cataloging of 
Holocaust oral and video testimonies, they remain 
virtually inaccessible to a vast community of genealc- 
gists, researchers, and persons seeking information 
on relatives who were lost. 

Problems with Current Cataloging 
Transcripts of the oral testimonies taken early at 

the Holocaust Oral History Project (current count is 
800 transcripts of over 1 3 0  tapes) were being filed 
in a filing cabinet by country, indexed by the intervie- 
wee's name. There was no way, short of reading all 
the interviews, to ascertain whether the interviewee 
had any contact with a searcher's relative, and if the 
contact was recorded. The published index3 to Yale 
University Fortunoff Oral History Project testimonies 
actually deletes personal names, making the index 
virtually useless to genealogists. An index of these 
testimonies by place name and surname is desperately 
needed. 

Another problem relates to the identification of 
places in the transcripts. The place names given by 
the interviewee could be in the language of the place 
at the time, or it could be in Yiddish, or in the lan- 
guage of the town today. Political boundaries have 
changed, and towns may now be in a different coun- 
try from where it was then. Hard copy transcripts are 
made of the Holocaust Oral History Project audio and 
video tapes by court clerk volunteers, who are for the 
most part not Jewish, and have no knowledge of 
Jewish surnames, place names, customs and celebra- 
tions, and calendar. The transcriptions are in need of 
review by persons knowledgeable of the above, with 
a standardization of geographic place names. 

Oral testimonies differ greatly as to their genea- 
logical content. In some cases the testimonies are al- 
most devoid of proper names. Persons are referred to 

3 Guide to Yale University Library Holocaust Video Testi- 
monies, Garland Publishing, New York, NY. 
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only by their relationship to the interviewee, and not 
by name. In other testimonies, persons cited are 
named, and their mere mention serves as a memorial. 
Interviewers must be trained to elicit the names of all 
persons and places mentioned in the interview, eg: "I 
met my cousin Moshe Siegel" instead of "I met my 
cousin". It is also important to spell the proper names 
in whatever language they occur in order to assist the 
transcriber and indexer. 

And finally, once an index of names is prepared, 
it must be made easily available to genealogical re- 
searchers worldwide. There would be great value in 
standardizing the formats and the terms used in the 
indexing of oral testimonies around the country. 
There would be an additional payoff if the indexes 
could be created and exchanged either on magnetic 
media, or electronically through the various BBSs 
and Internet. And the ultimate use would be if a cen- 
tral database could be queried on-line. 

The HOHP Oral History Indexing Project. 
An oral history indexing project has been started 

in the San Francisco Bay Area. The goal is to index 
oral testimonies by the name of every person men- 
tioned in the testimony, by every place visited by the 
interviewee, and by specific event or context relating 
to the citation. The pilot project in the San Francisco 
Bay Area was performed entirely by volunteers from 
the SFBA JGS. It is interesting to note that I also had 
many volunteers from regional non-Jewish genealog- 
ical and historical societies. 

To date, we have indexed approximately 60 inter- 
views. The database is on Macintosh computers at the 
Holocaust Oral History Center and in my home. No 
attempt has been made yet in making the index avail- 
able on-line, but that iscertainly the next step once the 
index is expanded. 

Review of the oral testimony transcripts was per- 
formed by volunteers, who each read 4 5  testimonies, 
and annotated in the margin of each page a name, 
place, and context whenever a personal or place name 
occurred. Some volunteers submitted their data on a 
3-l15inch floppy disk which made the next step easi- 
er. These annotations were entered into a database 
which can be ordered by name, place, or context and 
printed in lists. The database is searchable for any 
name or word string, and subsets created and 
grouped (eg: all citations containing Auschwitz). The 
database was produced on a Macintosh using Micro- 
soft Works, but with the use of DataViz's MacLink 
translators, can be reformatted to be read by almost 
any Macintosh, DOS, or Windows database or word 
processor application. 

Each indexing volunteer was given a package ex- 
plaining what they are to do, and were given a list of 
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Name of Person Soundex Place Ciiv or  cam^ Soundex Context of Citation Interviewee 
Lous, Dr. Emile 840000 Sachsenhausen 454654 camp surgeon, concentration camp Levernoy, Alec 
Louns, Alexander 864000 Levernoy, Alec 
Lox, A. 854000 Auschwitz 047400 extermination camp Patipa, A. 
Lunz, Alexander 864000 Levernoy, Alec 
Maibaum, Jean 676000 Berlin, GER 798600 Maibaum, S.& J. 
Maibaum. Sandor 676000 Berlin. GER 798600 League for Human Rights Maibaum, S. & J. 
Maninga, Josef 666500 Dresden, GER 394360 Duering, Renee 
Margot Auschwitz 047400 extermination camp Duering, Renee 
Mayer, Ediih 619000 Rotterdam, NET 939360 Mayer, Ediih 
Mayer, Edith 619M)O Theresienstadt 394643 concentration camp Mayer, Edith 
Mayer, Ediih 619000 Weste(tx,rl(, NET 743979 distribution camp Mayer. Ediih 
Meiser brothers 649000 Plzen, CZE 784600 Loebner, Egan 
Mengele, Dr. 665800 Auschwitz 047400 experimentation, Schonungsblock Levy, Jeanne 
Mengele. Dr. 665800 Auschwitz 047400 selection, extermination camp Hollander, Jolane 
Meyer, Karl 619000 Amsterdam, NET 064393 Levy, Jeanne 
Meyer, Trude 619000 Bikdosh(?) Bydgoszcz. POL 753400 Meyer, Trude 
Meyer, Trude 619000 Rhomberg(?) Bromberg, POL 956795 Meyer, Trude 
Meyer. Trude 619000 Riga, LAT 950000 ghetto Meyer. Trude 
Meyer, Trude 619000 Trorn (Torun?), POL 399600 camp Meyer, Trude 
Miklos, Garli 658400 Nagyloc(?), HUN 648400 Engle, Andrew 
M i i  Auschwitz 047400 extermination camp Duering, Renee 
Malho, Rene 685000 Auschwitz 047400 medical experimentation, extermination Molho, Rene 

Figure 1. Abstract from name listing 

concentration, extermination and work camps, to- scriber's, and indexer's names (Fig.2). Interviews 
gether with a word list with useful contextual terms. are maintained at the Holocaust Oral History Project's 
They were instructed as to the format of the final da- office in hard copy, and are available to researchers. 
tabase and the use to which it will be put. One person Interviewee Egan Loebner's oral testimony places 
actedas the collection point for the annotated inter- him in Deblin, Poland, and in Pilsen and Prague, 
views, and entered the annotations into a master data- Czechoslovakia, and in various concentration and 
base maintained at the HOHP. work camps. He had contact with the Hakhshmah a 

Copies of the instructional package have been Zionist organization. A Doctor Emile Louis, camp 
placed with local JGSs. Please contact them directly surgeon of Sachsenhausen, is described in Alec Lev- 
or contact the author as to availability. ernoy's testimony. Mr. Levemoy was either known 

at various times as Alexander Lunz, or Alexander 
Example Louns or the transcriber was inconsistent in the tran- 

An abstract (Fig. 1) from the index of the first scription. Soundexing shows this to be the same . 
fifty oral testimonies can be used to illustrate the name. Interviewee A. Patipa tells of an A. Lox in 
kinds of information that may be made available with Auschwitz and Renee Duering mentions a Margot at 
an index of the kind proposed. Each citation points to that same camp. Renee Duering also mentions a Josef 
the specific interview containing the personal and Maninga in Dresden, Germany. 
place reference and the page numberon which the Only with an index of the kind described would 
reference may be found. Place-names are standard- the researcher seeking Josef Maniriga, A. Lox, or Dr. 
ized by their current spelling and country. In addition Emile Louis know that they were mentioned in the 
to the name and place database, an index of inter- oral testimonies of Renee Duering, A. Patipa, and 
views is created with particulars on the interviewee Alec Levernoy, respectively, in the archives of the 
such as birth place and date, and interviewer's, tran- Holocaust Oral History Project in San Francisco. 
Interview Name Soundex Birth Date. .... C i  of Birth Soundex Qkt-rjQ 
Angress, Fred 065940 Jun 12, l@! Berlin 798600 Berlin 
Arons. Hans J. 096400 Sep01,l Hannover 567900 Lower Saxony 
Baum, Fred & Helen 7600M) NovOl, 1 Kielce 
Bauman, Seva Nemko 7766000 . .. .. . . ... .1 Lodz 840000 Lodz 
Bennahmias. Daniel 766400 ........... 1 Salonika 486500 Thessaloniki 
Bokor. Michael 759000 Mar 10.1 Budapest 737430 Budapest 
Breder, Frederick 793900 Sep 27,l Lukipodmatico (7) 857363 Slovakia 
Drexler, Blanka 495489 Oct 03.1 

Figure 2. Abstract from interview listing 

mA!!b!L Mher Names 
Germany 
~erman-y 
Poland 
Poland 
Greece 
Hungary 
Czechoslovakia 
Poland 
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Privacy Considerations 
Privacy is cited by Yale to support their deletion 

of person's names from the interviews they index. 
This is a position that must be questioned. The sur- 
vivor, in giving his or her testimony is proclaiming 
that the Holocaust will not-MUST NOT- be for- 
gotten. Their testimony becomes a public record con- 
cerningevents which occurred fifty years ago. The 
record itself, in invoking the names of those who 
perished, becomes a memorial to those remembered. 
Their names must not be deleted. Less than than 1% 
of the 1,000survivoo who eave testimony at the 
HOHP placed restrictions on use of their testimonv. 
I t  is not nccessarv to list addresses or other privatc 
data in the index: contact with the survivor'can be 
handled in much the same way as is done today at the 
USHMM, with the holding archive forwarding a let- 
ter from the inquirer to the survivor. 

Proposal fo r  a National Project 
Plans for a national Holocaust Testimony Index- 

ing Project are outlined below. The project will be 
coordinated by the Association of Jewish Genealogi- 
cal Societies with the assistance of the Association of 
Holocaust Organizations and the American Jewish 
History Society with their constituent societies. 

Mainstream activities would be accomplished by 
a JGS or JHS in coordination with a local repository 
of Holocaust testimonies. A preliminary list of Holo- 
caust organizations has been prepared with a pairing 
of local JGSs. The first step is for the JGS to contact 
its local Holocaust resource center which identifies its 
collection to the JGS, and arranges for access to the 
testimonies or transcripts. 

Enhancements 
The above project lends itself to some obvious ar- 

eas which would enhance its usability. Names and 
places can be soundexed with the Daitch-Mokotoff 
East European Soundex to enhance searchability. 
This technique has become the standard for recent 
Jewish genealogical reference work+. Although 
soundexing done at the central collection point may be 
more consistent, it is more accurate if done by the in- 
dexer who actually listens to or views the testimony. 
Once soundexed, the place names should be verified 
using an Authority such as Where Once We Wulked . 
See for example the placenames in the transcript of 
Trudy Meyer's testimony (Fig. 1). 

Other enhancements are possible with the coop- 
eration of the Holocaust organization which is con- 
ducting or has conducted the interview. For inter- 
views not yet been taken, the interviewers should be 
briefed and informed of the genealogical value of the 
interviews, and the kinds of data genealogists find 
useful. tnterviewees can then be asked to ascertain 
this information either at the pre-interview session, 
with a pre- or post-interview questionnaire, or by ju- 
dicious prompting during the interview. Requests 
should be made that places and names be spelled (in 
any language), persons mentioned in the interview be 
named with personal and family name, womens' birth 
names be given, and relationship (if any) with any 
person mentioned be given. 

For interviews where the survivor is still avail- 
able, post-interview genealogical questionnaires are a 
useful way to augment the interview with valuable 
oenealogical information not solicited in the original P 
~nterview. A sample of such a post-interview genes- - 

Volunteers granted access to the testimonies then logical can be provided by this writer. 
create two indexes. The first captures biblio~raphic 
information concerning the interview and bcoGaphi- 
cal information on the interviewee. This information 
includes the name and birth date and place of the in- 
terviewee, particulars on the interviewers and tran- 
scribers, and interview access information (Fig. 2). 
Indexers can here assist the archive's catalogers. The 
second index (Fig. 1) captures the names of all per- 
sons cited in the interview, place where the cited per- 
son was, and the context of the citation, with the in- 
terview location and page number or time into the 
video or oral tape (not done in the pilot program). 

All data are gathered by indexers in a computer 
database or word processor table. The local databases 
on 3-112-inch diskettes are sent to the national chair 
and combined into one central database which can be 
distributednationally to interested organizations, ena- 
bling local searching by name to locate oral testimo- 
nies containing that name. 

Snmmary: 11 37 -Remember! 
The proposed indexing of Holocaust testimony 

names helps us to fulfil the holy mitzvah of remem- 
bering the Holocaust. It makes testimonies available 
to genealogists who use them in their family histories. 
It enables searchers to obtain clues to the fate of their 
lost friends and relatives. The memory of each person 
encountered in a testimony is invoked as his name is 
read or uttered, and he is so immortalized. 

4 see, for example: Where Once We Walked, Mokotoff & 
Sack; A Dictionaryof Jewish Surnames from the Russian 
Empire, Bider; The Russian Consular Records, Index 
and Catalog, Sack & Wynne. 
5 Preliminary Proposal for the Indexing, Genealogical 
Questionnaire and Survey Research with One Thousand 
Holocaust Survivors, Lani Silver, Holocaust Oral History 
Project. 
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Genealogical Information in the Documents of 
Eisenbet's St.Petersburg Gymnasium. 

by Anatolij Ilyich Chayesh, St. Petersburg, Russia 
Translated by Valery Aronov, Sydney, Australia (valery@ind.tansu.com.au) 

Russian genealogy scholar and researcher Anatolij Chayesh is a frequent writer fbr ZichronNote. In a major article in 
Volumc XIV Number 2 May 1994 he wrote about the general problems of pre-Soviet genealogical research in Russia. 
He discussed the value of sources other than metrical books for the Jewish genealogist. I n  this article Anatolij 
provides an illustration with a specific collection of Jewish school rccords as a source of genealogical information. In 
the rollowing articlc he provides the entirc sch<ul attendance record for the use of ZichronNore researchers. 

We mentioned the significance of educational 
institution documents for genealogical research 
(ZichronNote, May 1994, p.19). Let us illustrate 
this by a concrete example. 

Ilia Gilarievich Eisenbet, Doctor of Philosophy 
in Philology, established a private Jewish boy's 
school in St.Petersburg on September 10, 1906. It 
was reorganised soon as St.Petersburg Private Jew- 
ish Boy's Gymnasium. Although it was a boys' 
school, the Gymnasium admitted girls in junior 
classes and names of five of them are known. Dur- 
ing the 11 pre-revolutionary years, seven groups of 
graduates accomplished their education. 204 pupils 
received Certificates, and approximately 700 pupils 
studied there. 

There was a large number of pupils from other 
cities among them, especially from families of 
World War I refugees. After the February Revoln- 
tion Eisenbet resigned from the management and 
passed it to the Committee of Pupil's Parents. We 
refer those interested in the history of the Gymnasi- 
um to our article "Eisenbet's Gymnasium" (in 
Russian), in Evreyskaya Shkola, 1993, N.2, pp. 
43-52. 

The Gymnasium contributed much to the edu- 
cation of Jewish youth of Tsarist Russia, and de- 
served a grateful memory of ancestors. The 139 
f0nd.s of the Trustee of Petrograd Educational Dis- 
trict, to which the Gymnasium was subordinated, 
are stored in the St.Petersburg Central Historical Ar- 
chive (now under repair and not servicing research- 
ers) and numbers tens of thousands of files. We 
have found more than 1000 pages of documents in 
the files of 1906-1917 related to the Gymnasium. 

The following information in the archive 
could be of interest to a genealogist: 

- lists of pupils by classes with the date of ad- 
mittance; 

- exam protocols with first name, middle name 
and surname, estate and date of birth of examinee; 

- information on the progress in studies, on the 
delivery of Certificates, gold and silver medals; 

- solicitation letters by Eisenbet on permission 
of admittance overgrown pupils and those sick for a 
long time, suspension from draft, etc. 

Some documents contain other biographical 
data. For example: 

- in a letter dated April 3, 1910, probably 
prompted by a St.Petersburg police request about 
the right of settlement of student Meyer Veinreich, 
the District Inspector advises the Trustee: 
"Questioned by myself he said that he studied in ju- 
nior classes in Goldingen Gymnasium, but resigned 
because it was a German Gymnasium, and was test- 
ed for Libava Gymnasium (four classes). He suc- 
ceeded, then moved to his relatives in Dvinsk, 
where he prepared himself for sixth class of Gym- 
nasium. He moved later to Lodz, again to his rela- 
tives, because there was no Gymnasium in Dvinsk. 
He passed his exams for sixth class and succeeded 
in all subjects except Latin. After correspondence 
with Eisenbet, he was sent to St.Petersburg and set- 
tled down with Naumov-Korsakov, a teacher. Soon 
after, he entered &senbet's Gymnasium. Eisenbet 
advised that Veinreich was studying in his Gymnas- 
ium at a reduced fee, as an orphan. He is not exactly 
a poor man, but not a rich man either. - in a 
letter of September 28, 1916 by Eisenbet it is ad- 
vised, that meschanin (petty bourgeois) Aron Mov- 
shev Rosenblum, moving for settlement from 
Kronshtadt to Petrograd, asks to transfer his son 
Isaac from 7th class of Alexander 11's Kronshtadt 
Gymnasium to 7th class of Eisenbet's one. 

- in a letter of October 11, 1916 by Eisenbet, it 
is advised that Ziska Khrapkovsky, who arrived last 
year from Vitebsk at the time of evacuation, was ad- 
mitted to Gymnasium above complement by the per- 
mission of the Trustee of 28 November 1915, based 
upon the Certificate of graduation from town school 
and the Certificate of successful stand the test for 
pharmacy apprentice. It is also advised that Ziska is 
a dependant of his brotherzalman, a teacher in the 
Vitebsk Talmud-Torah. 

Sometimes it is pointed out in the documents 
to which town or city society the pupil is ascribed, 
which could be valuable to genealogical search. 

We have compiled "The List of pupils of St.- 
Petersburg Jewish Private Boy's Gymnasium of 
l.G.EisenbetM which follows. 
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The List of Pupils of I.G. Eisenbet's Private Jewish Boy's Gymnasium 
in St. Petersburg 

by Anatolij Ilyich Chayesh 
lnstitute of Jewish Diaspora Research, St Petersburg 

The following were the pupils of Eisenbet's Gymnasium in the years 1906-1917. For each student the 
following is given: family name of pupil; first and middle name of pupil with patronymic; pupil's date of 
birth; estate of the pupil's father; year of admittance to the Gymnasium and grade; and year of graduation or 
leaving the Gymnasium and grade. 

Names with an asterisk (*) denote cases where additional biographical or genealogical information is 
available in the gymnasium documents. Entries marked with a dash (-) denote data missing from the 
records consulted. And a "p" in the Entry Grade denotes "preparatory class". 
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Bulatovskij 
Burshlejn 
Burvasser 
~ Y i y r  
Chepurnyj(Chepernyj) 
Chemin 
Chwnln 
Chernyakov 
Damker 
DaWiovskaya 
Davydkin 
Da vydkin 
Dobkn 
Dol'nik 
Doniyakh (Donyakh) 
DDIfrnan 
Drablon 
Draznin 
Drizin 
Dvorkln 
Dvorshchan 
Dymant 
Ejdel'rnan 
Ejdel'shtejn (Berlh) 
EwOV 
Elinsm 
Epsmein 

EE;'i: 

David Soiomonovlch 
Simon-luda 
David' 
Il'ya Abramovich 
Pinkhus AvrurnovichOjzerovim' 
Avsej-Zelik Mendelevich 
Khairn Mendelevich-Sirnonovieh 
Zakharij Khairnowch 
Lev Moiseevich 
Sharlona (girl) 
Ber-Rubirn Shotovich* 

peiiybourgeois 
petlybwrgeois 
pettybourgeois 
Dettvbwroeok 

2 5 ~ u n  i 9 T  
mAug1891 

5Jan1897 
17Jan1895 

13May1900 
7MaY1891 

23 Dec 1897 
petly~urSe0-s 
pettybourgeois Izrall' Shdanov 

ltska 
NanaliJ Mendelevict! 
Ber Shrnuilovich' 
Mark Girsh-Lejbovich 
loslf Abrarnovich 
Mwits Yakoblevilz' 
Mejlakh 
Moisej Yudovich 
lona El'evich" 
Yankef-Shlyama ltsekovl& 
Meir 

2 Feb 1896 
8Dec185B 

p e t t y ~ r g m k  
petlybourgmk 
phann. assislanl 
petlybwrgeorj 
Peny~rseo is  

dentist 
~iukh~iwvich 
Estrin 
Eslrin 
Elw$f 
Emcpr 
Ezerskij 
Ezrielov 
FajnergolYs 
Fakmr 
Fejgel'son 
FeMl'son 
F e ~ i n  
FBlnbwg 
Fligd'man 
Fndiender 
Frldlin 
Fuks 
Gal'perln 
Galbmilimn 
Gadin 
Garkavi 
Gei:ab 
Gejrner 
Gen'lon 
Gelmas 
Genhkowch 
W m  
Girnpel'son 
Gintsberg 
Ginbberg 
Ginzburg 
Ginzburg 
Ginzburg 
Ginzburg 
Gitis 
Ghis 
Gitis 
Glozwov (Glazerov) 
Glokman 
Gonarsh (Gortarsh) 
Golung 
Gonelin 
Gordon (Gadin) 
Gorelik 
Goriunker 
Gortunkel' 
L3vtarsh 
GrebHsldj 
Gril' 
Grinberg 
Grobrnan 
Gruzinsldj 
Gruzinsldj 
Gurevich 
Gurevidl 
G u r e m  
Gurevidl 

i l m )  
22 Nov 1898 
3OJu11m 
110d18B8 

26 May 1896 
12Feb1892 
3 Feb 1894 

2sSeptl888 
(1898) 

1 Feb1892 

Vladimlr Fajvelevich' 
Emanuil Fajvelevich 
Nota Zalrnanovich 
MojAej 
Isaak Le@em~Lejbovichvich 
Il'ya-%ban Movshevich 
Anchel'Yankelevich 

Leiba Shrnuibvlch 

9Jul1896 
21 Feb 1893 

7021899 
28 May 1894 
120c11e88 
170tl894 
13Ju11893 
5Aug1896 
19JUl1899 
30ct1895 

lOFebl898 
9 Mar 1896 
7.lanlflQl 

Gershen 
Samuil 
Ernil' -~ Mikhajlovlch' 
tlya 
Eliezer Shrnujbvich-Zelrnmvich 
m s e j  losfwich" 
Isaak El'evich 
Il'ya 
Kham-DaUd Lejbovich 
Shrnulla-Lqba Zahnmov.EeIov' 
Samuil Oshefovidl' 
Shmuil 
Nikhern'va 

~ ~.. ~ 

23 Nov 1893 
pettybwrgeois 
penybwrgaois 
petlybourgmis 
pettyhrgeok 
merchant 

IsaaK &Jshewch 
Abram Khalskelevlch-lts~owch 
Aleksandr Yakodewch 
Davld Solomonouch 
Fqhsh Shl~ornowch-Solmlouch 
Mihsel Abrarnowrh 
Pelsa&h Abrarnovch 
IbhllonAwumowch 
Bcics Avraarnowch' 

16Apr1899 
5 A p  1898 

22 May 1895 
7 Dec 1895 

(6 May 18%) 
5Apr1898 

2 May 1895 
7Ju11902 

(1893) 
17Jan1897 

lost1 Wndelewm 
Samt.11 Lewhowh 
A121~-Aleksandr Mdukhowch 
Elgezer Shrnullovlch-ZalrnanovIch 
Menabern Peretsouch' 
Aleksandr Lelukovich-ltsykouch 
Ratall Lejzerowll 
Isaan-El ldlonon El'yashevich 
RsnllakLmkovlch' 
m p n e  I elbowch 
Nlholal Llprlanovlch 
Yakov krallevlcn 
Khern-Lqzer Flshilevlch 
P l n b ~ s  Ahrornowh 
Davld Abronwwcn 
Solornon.Mordu~ Mmhouch 
ti1rs11a Knlmodch.Berkovich 
Zusya Berkoum (Khiamowh) 
Augda Khatrnovlch-Berkowch 

ileitj,bour~eols 
stdent 
merchant 
penybourseois 
pettybwrgmh 
Dettvbouramis l s e ~ l 9 0 2  

1 Mar 1895 
29Jun1898 
7AUg1893 

17Dec1894 
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Awaam 
YakovBerkovich 
Khiam-Eruldlim Rafailovich 
Yakov-Neukh(Naum) Mmhovlch 
UppaLejtwvich 
00% L'vovich-lsaakovich 
Abram Wndeievich 
Mojsej Abramovih-lwelevich 
Motel' Shmujlov 
Abram-Mendel' Gershmovich 
Simon lzrailev 
Roza (giri) 
Grigorij Rubimovich 
Khaim-Mendel' Berkovich 
Samuil 
IVya Mendelem 
Lazar' Berkovich 
Naum Botukhovich' 
R~thirn 

pettyhrgeois 
pettyhrgeois 
pettybourgeofi petfybourgeois 

merchant 
oettvtwurseois 12NOV1897 

26Aug19W 
5Sep1896 
12Jun1897 

23 May 1897 
(1900) 

21 Oct 1896 
8Jul1891 

13Jan1900 
11 NOV 1895 
10Sep1So1 
20031897 
14NovlR91 

Gmer 
Gvozdin 
ImyanRw 
!Qn 
bffe 

peltybourgeois 
merman! 

. . - - . . . . 
Ejzer 
Rubim AbelevicbDav!dovich' 
Womon l z r a i k m  
Vitalij Urievich 
A m  
David Shmuelevich 

merchant 
penymrgeois 
student 
P e t t y ~ r g e o s  

tradesman 

askind-Gersh Mordkovim 
ZairnanKheimovich 
Aron-David Abramovich 

6Nov1891 
1 Jun 1894 

16Jan1897 
13Jan1901 
19Feb1888 
28Apr 1897 
21 Aug1893 
4May 1896 
5031892 

26 Nov 1895 
1 m  

8Jan1890 
22 Nov 1898 

6Feb1897 
0c1 lee9 

170319W 
12Mar1899 

8 Apr 1899 
1 Jul1902 

7Sep1901 

penyhrgeois 
merchant 
permbourgeois 
permbourgeois Bwis b e l e v i h  Lelbovlch 

merchant 
merchant 

Grimril Abramovich 
YKov %aowch 
~ e ! l , a M ~ ~ h e u c h  
!brat1 -LeOn Ajzlkowch 
Tsalka l!rall?vlch pettybwrgeots 

merchant 
pettybourgwis 

Alsksandr IzraiV-Yakovlev" 
&'ka itsbv' 
Mojshe 
Yakov 
Meer Khaimovich 
David Movshev Rsbv 
Y akovTsalelev 
losif Rubino&h 
%new-Bentsel'Abramovich 
Leiba Abramovich' 

merchant 
iosif Bejnubvich 
Israii' Bejnusovich 
David Zel'mamvich' 

penybourgeois 
penyhrgeois 

28Jun1900 
4 May 1900 
10Aug1892 
22 Nov 1896 
16Aug1901 
25 Sep 1898 
22 Apr 1898 
17Mar lR97 

David Abramvich-Khaimovlch 
Menakhim ldeievich 
Yakov (Yankd') Wndelevkh 
Mikhail Moiseevich' 
Isaak Moiseewch' 
Girsha Vul'tovich' 
Leonid Noevid 
Rafail G i r sheW 
AMam Girsheulch - ,,,*",. 
Y ankel' Molseevich 
Snmul-Le b Momeewh 
Malvn! Abramovlch-Moiseench 

merchant 
permbourgeois 
penybourgeois 
penymqeois 
petfybourgeois 
pettybwrgeois 

Aron Zal'manovich 
Lev Nekhemievich 
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