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Workshop. Military Records Part I-An Overview of Types of Available Records and 
How to Access Information, The National Archives Pacific Sierra Region, LOO0 
Commodore Drive, San Bruno,$15.00. Contact Rose Mary Kennedy at 415-876-9009. 

Workshop. Hank Z. Jones, Jr.. San Mateo County GS. Call 415-591-1797. 
Workshop. Christine Rose. Marin County GS, $25 fee. Call 415-892-6676. 

Regular Meeting. Land Records, Judy Svoboda, California Genealogical Society 
CCS Library, 300 Brannan, Suite 409, San Francisco 

Regular Meeting. [tentative program] Gaucher Disease in Ashkenazi Jews, 
Kim Hart, Genetic Counselor and Seymour Packman, MD, UCSF School of Medicine 
Holocaust Center of Northern California, 14th Ave. at Balboa, San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela Avenue near 
Foothill Blvd. and Arastradero Road, Palo Alto 

Regular Meeting. San Francisco. Jewish Community Library, 14th Ave. at Balboa, 
San Francisco 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 

Family History Fair. Following Paper Trails Across the Continents 
Fashion Center, 8th Street between Brannan & Townsend, San Francisco. 
We'll have a table at this annual genealogical fair. 

Regular Meeting. San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 

Regular Meeting. San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 

Fourteenth Summer Seminar on Jewish Genealogy, Hotel Washington, Washington, 
DC. Details JGS of Greater Washington, P. 0. Box 412, Vienna, VA 22183-0412 

Regular Meeting. San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 

Regular Meeting. San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Palo Alto. 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Lynn Berlad-San Francisco, Lillian Bern- 
stein-Walnut Creek, Sam Burd-Oakland, Lois 
Carter-San Mateo, Paul  Kapiloff-Berkeley, 
I rwin  Keller-San Francisco, Irving Koppel- 
Fremont, Merle Krantzman-Moraga, Gayle 
Leyton-San Francisco, Harvey Posert-St. 
Helena, Jacob & Ruth Rubin-Palo Alto, and 
Randy Stehle-San Mateo 

ABOUT THIS ISSUE 
In the few vears since the imolementation of the 

new policies okRlurnost and thesubsequent disinte- 
gration of the Soviet Union, genealogists around the 
world have been interested in the availability of 
records from the Eastern European countries of their 
ancestors. Frequent questions center around what 
records may still exist, their availability, and the 
genealogical use to which they may be put. 

Our feature "foldout" this issue attempts to add 
to the body of our knowledge in this area. Local 
Jewish genealogist Bert Oppenheim returned from a 
visit to the Lithuanian Historical Archive in Vilnius, 
where he contracted for extensive abstractions of 
information on six of his ancestral lines from the 
synagogue record books of the town of Vistytis, 
Lithuania. We publish the information he brought 
back and, as a case study, we derive a four- 
generation branch of his Openheim family tree. 

Also for our "Litvak" readers we adapt a news- 
paper article from the Sun Jose [California] Mercury 
News on the history and culture of Lithuania. 

Some of our members are actively cruising the 
information highway and bringing back some 
worthwhile information. The subiects are diverse. 
Member Dan Leeson writes about ~ewish tomb- 
stones. Zach Baker, YIVO Librarian in NYC posts a 
message on the state of the Jewish community and 
YIVO collections after the recent bombing in 
Argentina. Yale J. Reisner, Director of Research 
and Archives, Ronald S. Lauder Foundation, cur- 
rently on a research trip in Warsaw, Poland, makes 
an offer to provide information to researchers of 
Lomza and Kalisz, Poland. And Stanley Diamond 
of Montreal, Canada appeals to genealogists to help 
in tracking down unaware caniers of Thalassemia. 

Our library is growing, and we describe our new 
acquisitions, as well as other books available to 
members in our area. Substantial discounts are avail- 
able for volume purchases through our Society. 

Our thanks are extended to our members for their 
donations of books and money for our library, and 
articles for ZichronNote. 

I'KOPOSED BY-LAWS CHANGE 
We are in the vrocess of annl\ ino !'or zxe~iiotion 

from federal incohe taxes unhkrsection 501 (d) (3 )  
of the Internal Revenue Code. In order to be compli- 
ant with Federal regulations we must modify the 
wording of our By-Laws in the areas of organiza- 
tional objectives, allowable activities and disposal of 
assets. 

Pursuant to our By-Laws we intend to present 
the proposed amendments for approval by a majority 
of the membership present at our November 20th 
San Francisco meeting, and we are announcing the 
proposed amendment in this issue of ZichronNote. 

The following are the proposed changes to the 
wording of Articles 2 , 3  and 11 of our By-Laws. 
Deletions areindicated by w, and IRS- 
suggested additions are indicated in bold type. 

ARTICLE 2 NON-PROFIT STATUS 
This Society shall operate as a non-profit organiza- 
tion, no part of the net earnings of which will accrue 
tothe benefit of any individual. The  Society is 
organized exclusively f o r  cultural, histori- 
cal, and  edncational purposes within the 
meaning of section 501 (c) (3) of the Inter- 
nal  Revenue Code. 

ARTICLE 3 OBJECTIVES 

mefhekNotwitbstanding any other provi- 
sion of these Articles, the  Society shall not 
carry  on any other  activities not permitted 
to be carried on by a n  organization exempt 
from Federal income tax as  a n  organization 
described i n  section 501 (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code (or  corresponding 
section of any future tax code.) 

ARTICLE 11 DISSOLUTION 
Upon the  dissolution a n d  winding up 
of this Society the Board of Directors shall, after 
payment of all outstanding debts and  obligations 
of the  Society, distribute the  dqme&& 
remaining assets 

. . 
ch&Med to a non-profit fund, foundation, 
corporation, o r  organization w i t h ~ g o a l s  
and objectives similar t o  those of the Society, 
organized a n d  operated exclusively for  the 
purposes specified in section 501 (c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code and  which has 
established its tax-exempt status under  that  
section. No assets shall be distributed to any indi- 
vidual, including anyone who has ever been an 
officer of the Society. 
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NEW ACOUISITIONS IN OUR SOCIETY LIBRARY 

Title Author  or Publ i sher  D a t e  Pages P u b l l s h e r  
(':~talog of .Ilcmoirs ,in?crican Jewish ('ommittcc 1'178 145ph ,inicricnn Sewish Committce, New York 
Ikscendants of I ICI-I, ,Znschell of &)nn :Zucrh;~ch. Siegfried M. 1964 5 7 x  S. M .  Auerhach, lnndon 
:Iuerhach I::~n~ily.'fhe rAuerhach, Siegfried hf. 1'157 172x l'erry I'ress Prnductions, 1.ondon 
Joden in Hriihl Reeker-Iakli, Rarhnra I988 366% Stadl Briihl 
Film ('atalop. (;ussack Videu I . i h n n  Ikth llatefutsoth 19'93 4 l p h  Museum of the Diaspon,Tcl .Aviv 
:\mericn's Sccrcl Aristocracy Hinningham, Stcphcn 19x7 347ph Berkeley Rmks. Ncm York 
Tcn~ple Sinai. Oakl:lnd (::I 1875-1'175 I%ro~~dc.  fhhhi Samuel (;. 1975 7hhc Tcn~ple Sinai. Oakland, C A  
.Idass Yeshurun of Cologne rarlch;lch. Alexander I964  1 8 0 ~  William Mullan RL Son Ild.. Belfast 
1Xe l~a~nilicnn;~nicn der Judcn ... io Raden I)rcifuss. Ih. li. hl. 1927 143s  I. Kwffniann \'crldg, Frankfur! a. Main 
.4hha 1-han. .An Autohiographg Ilhae, Ahha 1977 628hh Random Ilouse, New York 
(:hildhood in a Shtetl Oi~nncs, hhraham 1'. I99:3 202hc Clanton Rooks, (:upettino, Ca 
(Iatalop of Resource Materials llistoric llcsources. Inc. 1993 150pb llistoric Resources, Inc.. Rountiful, 
(icschichtc clcr Judcn in i:mnkfurt a. h,l. I<rnc:r~er, 1 1'127 557x Stadt I'mnkfull a. hl. 
The klcmoiin of (iliickel of lhmeln l .~~wcnthal,  hIarvin, trans. 1977 295ph Schocken H<x>kks. New York 
The llandy I3a>k to linglish Genealogy \Icllen. Rachel 9 21 Xph Ileritagc nooks. Ho\vie, MI) 
Tolcnhuch 'l'l~crcsienstarlt 1'171 lh0hh  Jiidisches Komitee fiir Thercsicnstadt. Wien 

ADDITIONSTO OUR LIBRARY 
We have been actively acquiring reference and 

research materials for our library. Some of this 
material is purchased from your dues, but much of it 
is from member donations. An update to the Socie- 
ty's holdings appears above. Call onr Librarian 
Dana Kurtz. prior to a Society meeting if you wish to 
use or borrow any reference. 

Highlights of the new materials are summarized 
below, with credits given to our donors. 

The h4emoir.s ($Cluckel of Humeln , a classic 
diary of a German Jewish widow from the seven- 
teenth century illustrates Jewish life of the times, 
donated by Martha Wise. 

Cutulog ofMemoirs is a catalog of the oral his- 
tory holdings in the American Jewish Committee's 
Wiener Oral History Library. 

-The Auerbach and Anschell family histories 
were donated by W. David Stern 

Juden in 13ruhl , Die FumiliennumenderJudfn 
... in Buden , and Geschichre der Juden in Frankjirrr 
urn Muin relate the history of German Jews from 
those regions, were donated by W. David Stern 

T h e  film catalog of the video library at the 
Museum of the Diaspora in Tel Aviv was donated by 
Marian Robin. I t  is useful to know what videos 
may exist that describe your ancestral town. Many 
of these videos are available locally. The catalog of 
resource materials from Historic Resources, Inc. 
covers that vendor's stock of hard copy and micro- 
form materials. 

*The Temple Sinai centennial book donated by 
Ruth Milsner has a history of Oakland's oldest 
Temple. The Adass Yeshumn centennial book, 
donated by W. David Stern, celebrates an old 
Cologne, Germany synagogue. 

The Abba Eban autobiography was purchased . ~~ 

with Library funds. 
Childhood in u Shtetl by Dr. Abraham Gannes 

was the subject of talks at our Dec. 93 Palo Alto and 
Sep. 94 San Francisco meetings, and was reviewed 
in the May 1994 ZichronNore. It was purchased 
with library funds. 

The Theresienstadt death book is a listing of the 
Jews who perished from that infamous concentration 
camp donated by the Santa Clara County His- 
torical and Genealogical Society. 

The Hundy Book to English Genealogy, Third 
Edition, by Rachael Mellen, Heritage Books pub- 
lisher's review copy. 

PURI.ICATIONS AT A I>IS(:OUNT 
One of thc advantages of memhershi~ in vour 

Jewish Genealogical s;ciety is the abiliti to take part 
in quantity discount rates for many Jewish genealog- 
ical reference books. If we order Avotuynu pnblica- 
tions in lots of 5 or more we can obtain a 20% dis- 
count and receive the book postpaid. Net prices are 
as follows: A Dictionary of Jewish Surname.sfrom 
the Russian Empire -$&.00,~here Once We 
Walked- $55.60,A Biographv of Canadian Jewry - 
$28.00, Following rhe pope; Trail -$23.23, Jewish 
Personal Names -$12.00 etc. Orders are prepaid. 

We can also get a 10% discount if we order 10 
copies of the reprinting of Arthur Kurzweil's From 
GenerationtoGenerution. (until December 1 only). 

John Wiley & Sons offers 50% off the cover 
prices of $16.95 and $24.95 respectively for orders 
of 10 or more copies of Jewish Heritage Travel and 
Upon the Doorposts of Thy House by Ruth Gruber. 

Hearthstone Bookshop offers 10.15% and free 
shipping, and annual subscription to FGS Forum is 
$9.00 per year instead of $15.00. 
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RESEARCHER'S GUIDE TO UNITED STATES 
CENSUS AVAILABILITY 1790.1 920 

Ann B. Hamilton 
A basic source of genealogical information are 

census records. This reference covers the availability 
of federal census information on a county-by-county 
basis for all available federal censuses. This 1992 
revision ofthe author's book adds information on 
Ic)20fedcral ccnsusavailability. Valuable informa- 
tion is presented on other censuses such as state and 
city censuses, veterans and indian censuses, slave 
censuses, and census indexes. 

Data are arranged in chart form for each state, 
showing census availability by county for each cen- 
sus. Codes indicate if complete or partial census data 
are available, if data were destroyed or lost, which 
data are indexed or soundexed, and where recon- 
structed or substitute data may be available. The 
charts include columns for recording which records 
have been searched by the reearcher. 

Introductory material presents a short introduc- 
tion to the records, how they were collected, and 
their use in genealogical research. A useful feature is 
the listing of the specific information found in each 
federal census. This information may be used to pre- 
pare, prior to your research, input forms (manual or 
computer) on which the data may be recorded. A 
Soundex guide and lists of abbreviations commonly 
found in census and other records are included in the 
introduction. 

The 165-page paperback Researcher's Guide to 
United States Census Availability, Second Edition, 
1790-1920 is available from Heritage Books, Inc., 
1540 Pointer Ridge Place, Suite #300, Bowie, MD 
20716, Tel301-390-7709. The price is $26.50 plus 
$3.50 shipping and the order number is H0S.l. 

Reviewed by Robert Weiss 

JEWS IN THE WEST 
Browsing through the fine library of Congrega- 

tion Kol Emeth, where o w  Society meets every sec- 
ond month, disclosed three interesting books on the 
Jews in the Western U.S. They can be made avail- 
able for your perusal during our Palo Alto meetings. 

The Jews in the California Gold R L I S ~  by Dr. 
Robert E. Levinson , KTAV Publishing House, 
New York, 1978. Fascinating history based on 
public records, extensive references, and interviews. 
This scholarly work is extensively footnoted and 
indexed. It is "required reading" for those research- 
ing ancestors who came to California to participate 
in the gold rush of 1849. 

Comrades and Chicken Ranchers - The Sfon,  
o f  a California Jewish Communitv bv Kenneth L. 
~ a n n ,  ~dbrnell University Press, itha& and London, 
1993. Story of the Jewish community of Petaluma, 
California, thirty-five miles north of San Francisco. 
where Jewish chicken ranchers and political radicals 
enjoyed a vigorous Yiddish cultural life. The book is 
a work of oral history, where over 200 interviews 
are edited and arranged to paint a picture of life in 
this fascinating California "shtetl". 

 gut^ and Ruts-The Jewish Pioneer on the 
Trail in the American Southwest by Floyd S. Fier- 
man, KTAV Publishing, New York, 1985. Stories 
of a number of the Jewish families who braved the 
dangers of the Western frontier in the mid-nineteenth 
century for a chance to profit from its opportunities. 
Family trees are presented for the Spiegelberg, 
Staab, Bibo, Zeckendorf, Steinfeld, 
Floersheim, and Schwartzfamilies. 

HISPANIC GENEALOGY 
I ~ s t  year at the annual gcnralogical fair, our 

booth faced thc booth occupied by the authors of 
A Beginner's Guide to ~ i s ~ a n i c  ~ e n e a l o ~ ~ l ,  Norma 
Flores and Patsy Ludwig. This 80-page book 
provides addresses of the important archives and 
libraries in the U.S., Mexico, and Spain for the 
researcher of Hispanic roots. I t  provides nccessor) 
Spanish-to-Enolish translations of tenns fout~d in 
~panish-lan~u&e documents likely to be of value to 
genealogical researchers, and indicates where one 
might find the documents. The book includes a 
guide to the Hispanic holdings of the Family History 
Library and maps of Spain and Mexico. 

The beginners guide may be ordered from the 
authors. Write to Hispanic Genealogy, c/o Patsy 
Ludwig, 3345 Jarvis Avenue, San Jose, CA 951 18. 
Send $9.95 + $.82 sales tax + $1.50 shipping and 
handling for each copy. 

J~QSuOOK-'JPzL& 
We attempt to acquire and make available to our 

members the important Jewish genealogical refer- 
ence books. Currently, we use a card checkout sys- 
tem to track the borrowers of our books. But prior to 
the initiation of this system we largely relied on the 
conscientiousness of our borrowers to return our 
books. Some of our books have not returned, and 
we are making an urgent appeal for all members to 
search their bookshelves for JGS property so that 
others can share in their use. Please look especially 
for The Encyclopedia ofJewicg Genealogy by 
Kurzweil & Weiner (314-inch, large format, blue 
binding) and Addresses for Germ~inir Research by 
Thode (112-inch, large format, yellow paperback.) 
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........ .................................... -. ....................................................................................................... .............................................................................................................................................. 
ARKANSAS RESEARCH BOOKLET 

....................................................................................................................................................... ..................................................................................................................................................... The Arkansas Genealogical Society has compiles a 
US LINES BOOKLF1' 47-page booklet which lists printed material and 

Ellen weiss capen. 1213 oakmon, ~ l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  services for researchers about the state. The direc- 
1L 60422, (708fi99-8464, has the list of ' 
the SS Washington, US Lines which departed Ham- 
burg Nov 30, 1938, Havre Dec I ,  1938, Southamp- 
ton Dec 2 1938, Copenhagen Dec 3,1938 and 
arrived in NY Dec 8, 1938. Book also shows all 
ships of US Lines and dates of departure from 
Europe to lJS East Coast and East Coast to Europe 
from Nov 1938-July 1939. This is the booklet 
given to passengers on board, with all passengers 
listed. To obtain a copy, please send $7.50 includes 
mailing. ( I l lha ,  Spring 1994) 

US DEEDS 
Usually a deed that is sold will be found in the index 
under the name of the owner who sold it 
 rantor" or"). If the land was sold to settle a lien, the 
o\;ner3s name will not be in the index. but under the 

tory includes information about genealogical socie- 
ties, historical societies, state and county maps, 
courthouse addresses, county information, libraries, 
periodicals and books of interest. To order a copy, 
send check for $5.00 to the society at PO Box 908, 
Hot Springs, AR 71902-0908. (Sun Mateo C0unt.y 
GS Newsletter, Vol 12 Issue 5, May 1994) 

CALIFORNIA PROBATE REGISTERS 
The CA Genealoeical Societv, BOO Hrannan St. 
Suite 409, San Francisco ha&cently acquired'180 
volumes of "Registers of Actions" from the City and 
County of San Francisco. These registers cover 
probate numbers from 1 to 900,000 for the years 
1906 to 1940s. They are currently being indexed, 
starting with the earliest records. (Sun Mufeo 
County GS Newsletter, Vol 12 Issue 5, May 1994) 

commissioner's name (the person whdm the court 
appointed to handle the sale) as the grantor. (Sun FLORIDA JEWISH HISTORY 
Mateo County GS, Vol 12, Issue 6). The Index to Florida Jewish History in the American 

Isrmlite 18541900, by Yael Herberman provides 
LAW ENFORCEME.JTO~CERS MEMORIAI, abstracts of all references to Florida ~ e w j  published 

Accortlino toan article summarized in Diuhk) in the American ltrclelite from 18-54 io 1900. 
~escr&t.s, newsletter of the Contra Costa Abstracts are listed chronologically. Indexes to per- 
County Genealogical Society, Vol. 9, No. 1, Jan, sonal names, place names, organizationsand con- 
1994 a memorial was dedicated in Washington, DC gregations are cross referenced to appropriate 
which contains the names of law enforcement offic- abstracts. For each book, send $3 1.50 to UF Faun- 
ers who have died in the line of duty throughout dations, Inc., American Isrealite Index, 204 Library 
America's history. A booklet is available which West, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 

all the names on the memorial. sL~ational 3261 1. (Yichus Y'ALI, newsletter of the JGS of 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial, Roll Call of Georgia, Val. 2 No. 2, Winter 1994) 
Fallen Officers," is published by the Memorial Visi- 
tors Center, 605 E. Street, NW, Washington, DC GW)RGIA MARRIAGE RECORDS 
20004-2204. A brochure "Documenting Marriages in Georgia 

Through 1900" is offered free of charge by the 
WORLD WAR 11 DRAFT CARDS Georgia Dept. of Archives and History, PO Box R, 

According to an article from CSGA newsletter 12:3 330 Capitol Ave.SE, Atlanta GA 30334 (Sun Mate0 
summarized in DiahloDr~cendanrr , newsletter of Count)' GS Newsletter, Vol. 12 NO. 5, M ~ Y  1994) 
the Contra Costa County Genealogical Society, Vol. 
9, No. 5, May, 1994, the National Archives Great ILLINOIS RECORDS ACCESS RESTRICTED 
~~k~~ ~~~i~~ has i n  its possession world war 11 Restrictions on access to vital records have been re- 
draft cards for men born between 28 April 1877 and duced. For genealogical PuToses, search of a death 
16 Feb 1897 who registered in April 1942. These index costs $10 Per name for a 5-year search PIUS $1 
cards are for the states of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, for each additional year. If the request is found, one 
Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin. [ It seems odd uncertified Copy of the certificate will be issued with- 
that men who would have been 65 years old in 1942 out additional charge. Birth information that is 75 
would have registered for world war 11. we have yea's or older and death info that is at least 20years 
not been able to confirm the original citation, but we old is released upon written request and stamped 
publish this information for its potential value to "FOR GENEALOGICAL PURPOSES ONLY." 
mid-west researchers-~~] write to NAGLR, 7358 There is an additional charge for a certified copy. 
S. Pulaski Rd, Chicago, IL 60629. Marriage information is not mentioned. (Mora.rha, 

JGS of Illinois NIL, Vol. X No. 1,Spring 1994) 
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JEWISH TOMBSTONES 
By Daniel Leeson 

PART 1: Origin of Tombstones 
In the biblical age, the ordinary Jew was as anon- 

ymous in death as he or she was in life. Plain folk, 
unlike patricians, notables, the rich, etc., were laid 
in common and unmarked graves. In fact, burial 
grounds of common people were treated with open 
contempt by the ruling classes. For example, in Jer- 
emiah (26:23) there is a reference to the slaying of a 
prophet by the king of Judah who "cast the dead 
body into the gTaves of the children of the people." 

When inscnbed stones (Hebrew: mar,-evor ) 
began to mark the graves of ordinary Jews is 
unknown. Furthermore, when these inscriptions 
began to give the names of the deceased and the 
dates of that person's passing is equally unknown. 
While biblical records record such information with 
respect to the rich, nothing whatsoever is said to 
indicate the practice for other classes. For example 
(Genesis 35:30), there is reference to the fact that 
"Jacob set up a pillar on (Rachel's1 grave; the same 
is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day." How- 
ever, the character of this pillar bears hardly any 
relationship to a tombstone of today. In fact it 
sounds rather idolatrous. Sacred stones and sacred 
trees were often to be found at the site of ancient 
Jewish tombs and some anthropologists believe they 
were primarily for ritualistic purposes and repre- 
sented practices closely associated with primitive 
religions. 

Such stones, which were little more than rude 
alters, were anointed with oil and worshiped; the 
blood of animal sacrifices was burned on them in 
order to appease invisible powers and gain protec- 
tion therefrom. 

Another view is that the ancient tombstone was 
erected solely as a warning marker that declared the 
burial spot to be sacred or taboo to all passers-by. 

When, during the period of the Maccabeans, as 
Judea fell under the cultural influence of Hellenism, 
the Jewish ruling class followed the then contem- 
porary Greek style of building ornate family mauso- 
leums for the dead. Such a place is described in 
Maccabees ( 13:27-29) when Simon Maccabeus put 
up an imposing monument for his father and broth- 
ers at Modin, presumably their place of burial. It 
consisted of seven pyramids bearing bas-reliefs of 
ships and weapons of war, sculpted in polished 
marble. 

Such ostentatious displays were completely 
unheard of in previous Jewish mortuary customs. It 
resulted in a comment on such practices in the Tal- 
mud: "The Jewish tombs are more beautiful than 
royal palaces." Furthermore, it even gave rise to a 

second-century comic making what must have been 
a thigh slapper in those days. Simeon ben Gamaliel 
says that, quite understandably, the affluent dead 
should feel offended because the splendid monu- 
ments that adorned their graves seemed blatantly to 
proclaim that it was only because of their magnifi- 
cence that the memory of the deceased would be pre- 
served he.,  what they did in life was worthless). 
That was a funny line in Hellenic times. It required a 
stand-up comicus to deliver it effectively, however. 

After the destruction of the second temple, it 
became the Jewish custom to raise tombstones that 
seem in hardly any physical detail, to depart from 
their Greek and Roman models. The stones for 
Jews were inscribed in Greek with the conventional 
eulogy of the dead, and only one distinctive feature 
set them apart: Jewish epitaphs ended with three fra- 
ternal words "Shalom al Yisrael." Such tomb-stones 
might be adorned with characteristic religious sym- 
bols such as a menorah, shofar, lulav, laver, or a 
palm branch. Occasionally the Greek or Latin epi- 
taph was accompanied by a Hebrew translation. 

PART 2: Tombstone Styles 
It appears to be the case that Jewish tombstones 

have always varied from region to region. Their 
style was affected only by taste and the fashions of 
the local Gentile environment. However, there were 
certain Jewish tombstone traditions that came from 
various geographies and periods that were trans- 
planted in whatever places to which Jews migrated. 
Thus the Greco-Roman custom of interment in a 
stone sarcophagus with the lid bearing the identify- 
ing epitaph (a form of burial that wealthy Jews of 
Hellenistic times had adopted) was canied over into 
the early middle ages in Europe. In the ancient Jew- 
ish graveyard of Sarajevo may still be seen such 
Hellenistic style tombs. 

The custom of providing individual graves and of 
raising headstones became traditional among the 
Jews during the early middle ages. The Ashkenazim 
made it traditional to set the headstone in an upright 
positions. The Sephardim laid the tombstone flat 
over the grave. The latter fact is explicitly noted in 
Longfellow's poem about the Jewish cemetery of 
Newport, RI laid out by Sephardim in 1677. 

"And these sepulchral stones, so old and brown, 
That pave with level flags their burial-place, 
Seem like the tablets of the Law, thrown down, 
And broken by Moses at the mountain's base." 
The most interesting of all Jewish burial grounds 

in Europe is the Prague cemetery. Its oldest stones 
dating from medieval times, are simple slabs of 
sandstone, Gothic in design, and with epitaphs cut 
in quaint Hebrew letters. 

During the Renaissance, the style of the tomb- 
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stone underwent a transformation: it was cut in por- 
tal form, had a pointed gable, and was ornamented 
with animal symbols and tribal signs chiseled in the 
stone. If the deceased was a male and a Cohen, his 
tombstone would be depicted with carved hands, 
upraised, and with fingers outspread in the familiar 
priestly benediction. If he was a Levi, his stone 
bore on it the representation of a jug or laver to 
indicate the Levite role of pouring water. 

The Baroque period, which smothered Christian 
art and architecture in Europe in a great deal of orna- 
mentation also left its impression on the tombstones 
of the Jews of Prague. Instead of the unadorned 
upright stele of previous centuries, the tombstone 
became a florid sarcophagus - a tent. It had 4 walls 
and was hollow within. However, this was only a 
formal memorial because the body of the deceased 
reposed beneath the sod. In such a tent, the almost 
legendary Rabbi Jndah Low ben Bezalel(1520- 
1609) (creator of the Golem) lies interred. His stone 
is flamboyant in ornamentation and in theBiblical 
Hebrew inscription. 

Most imaginative was the way the name of the 

and ascended into heaven.Elijah is gone to 
the L-rd in a whirlwind-he who shed 
light on the darkness of grammar and 
turned it into light. He ascended at the end 
of Shevat in the year 5309 [i.e., 1568 
C.E.] and his soul is bound up in the bond 
of Eternal Life." 

Even more pathos and extravagant metaphor is lav- 
ished on the tombstone of a Prague Jew who was 
buried in 1.586: 

"With bitterness and grief I cry: 
'Ariel-he has gone to G-d! Weep and 
lament, mourn, and shed bitter tears. He 
hastened to perform deeds of piety like a 
stag to the waterbrook." 

PART 4: Modern Tombstones 
Today's tombstones over Jewish graves are quite 

simple and matter of fact. Except, perhaps, for the 
symbol of either a menorah or a Star of David and a 
few characteristic Hebrew words inscribed on them, 
many are no more traditionally Jewish than were 
those of Hellenistic times whose epitaphs were 

deceased was often treated; it was graphically carved in Greek. 
illustrated on the tombstone accord~ng to its literal Cemeteries of Conservative and Reform Jews 
meaning. If the Hebrew name of the-departed was 
Yehuda, for example, a lion of Jndah was cawed on 
the stone; if Dov, a bear; if Zeb, a wolf; if Zevi (or 
Tsvi), a stag or deer. If a woman's name was Cha- 
vah (Eve), her stone was adorned with a scene from 
the Garden of Eden; the surname of Hahn was rep- 
resented by a rooster; that of Meisl, a mouse. 

The Jewish stonecutter, sort of a folk artist in his 
way, found inspiration for his creative imagination 
in the callings and professions of the deceased. A 
tailor was represented by the carving of a pair of 
scissors on the stone; a doctor by medical pincers; 
an apothecary by mortar and pestle; a goldsmith by a 
crown and two chains, a musicians, by a violin; a 
printer by a book; and a dealer in etrogim (Succoth 
citrons) by an etrog. 

PART 3: Tombstone Formats 
Aside from information giving the name of the 

deceased, the date of his death, his father's name, 
and, in the instance of a wife, the name of her hus- 
band, the verbally overloaded gravestone also car- 
ried, more often than not, elegies and eulogies for 
the departed. 

These were composed in Biblical Hebrew and 
were characteristically flowery and fulsome. The 
eulogy for Elijah Levita, the famous Hebrew gram- 
marian and Yiddish troubadour of Venice during the 
Renaissance, is an excellent example: 

"The stone cries out from the wall, and 
mourns ... for our rabbi who has departed 

display tombstones that, in shape and design, seem 
to be little different from those that may be found in 
Protestant graveyards. However, the stones over 
the Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox graves, while to 
the beholder they may seem scornful of external 
beauty, nevertheless, strive to maintain some of the 
characteristics of the past, if not in the design of the 
stone, at least in the epitaph. 

Whatever the manner of the religious adherence 
of the deceased, most Jewish tombstones follow tra- 
dition in a few details. On top are carved the 
Hebrew equivalent of the letters P and N, which 
stand for Poh Nikbar, "Here lies buried ..." At the 
bottom are inscribed the equivalents of the conson- 
ants T N Z B H (pronounced "Tenatzayboh"). This 
is an acronym made up of the first letters of the Heb- 
rew supplication recited at the funeral sewice: "May 
his soul be bound up in the bond of Eternal life." 

Custom dictates that, around the time of the first 
anniversary of the death of the departed, the family 
of and friends of the departed gather at the graveside 
for the unveiling and dedication of his or her tomb- 
stone. Since theTalmudic age it has been a Jewish 
folk-belief that it is good for one's soul to pay a visit 
to the graveside of a beloved person. It teaches 
humility and recalls to mind the emptiness of some 
of the values of the world and the need of devoting 
oneself to ideal goals and to the doing of good. 

References include the Jewish Encyclopedia , and 
the Book of Jewish Knowledge of Nathan Ausubel. 
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Synagogue Donor Lists from VISTYTIS,1837-1866 
Part 1 - Abstracted Data 

by Robert Weiss from material provided by Bert N. Oppenheim 

Member Bert Oppcnheim recently completed a trip from San Francisco to Vilnius, Lithuania. Jerry Delson provided him 
with a contact at the Lithuanian Historical Archives who located 30 years of synagogue, bris, and mikvah donation records 
from his ancestral town of V i s t y t i s ,  L i thuan ia .  The records are written in Russian, Lithuanian, and one year i n  Polish. 
Records are available for the years 1837 through I=. Document numbers are F. 1073-1-334 for years 1837-63. F.1073-1- 
315 1-or 1856-66, and F. 1273-1-527 for 1864-66. The lists were too voiuminous to copy. Bert contracted for abstracts from 
the books o f  his family names Aronsdorf, Dembovsky,  Kamionsky ,  M a r y v i l s k y ,  M i ten tha l ,  and Oppenheim. 
The records were tr~nsliterated into English and the lists sent to Bert, who entered them into his personal computer. We are 
publishing these abstracts in the interest of illustrating the type of records available at the Lithuanian Historical Archives and 
illustrating how three to four generations of family information may be derived by applying a little knowledge of patronymic 
naming conventions. Parl 1 presents the lists as abstracted. Part ? wi l l  show how this raw data may be used by the genealo- 
gist, and some o f  its limitations. 

Year - 1865 52 Openheim Leizer Berko 
No. Name 01 Aronsdorf Josel a second hand dealer 

Occupation (if listed) a merchant 53 Boruch 
13 Kaminski Yedyde lcko 80 Dembovsky Movsha Volf 

1860 15 Kamimky Yedyda a worker 
09 Movsha Kamionsky 57 Marwilsky Zelik Hirsh 99 Kaminsky Nochim Ovsei 
14 Shymshel Mitenthal 58 Yudel Zelik a merchant of horses 
91 Shlom Oppenheim 60 Openheim Leizer Berko 107 Openheim Shlorn Berko 
108 Berko Openheim a second hand dealer a baker 
195 Antoni Dembovsky 89 Oembovsky Movsha Volf 108 Tanchel 
199 Wein(?) Dembovsky a worker a worker 
218 Zelik Maryvilsky 11 1 Oppenheim Borueh 140 Aromdorf Movsha 
269 Ovsei Nochom Kamionsky a second hand dealer 194 Orko 

112 Shlom Berko 246 Helshtein Fishel 
1864 a baker a baker 

60 Dembovsky Volf Movsha 113 Tanchel 254 Karninski Ezro Hirsh 
a worker a worker 255 Leib Hirsh 

139 Holshtein Fishel 141 Aromdorf Movsha 259 Mones 
a baker 164 Kamimky Movsha Yankel 277 Mitenthal Efroim Jose1 

140 Helenshtein Shlom Fishel 194 Aronsdorf Orko 278 Aron Aizyk 
a worker 258 Kamimki Ezro Hirsh 279 Josel Peisach 

143 Yankel Fishel 259 Leib Hirsh 286 Leib Peisach 
170 Kaminski Yankel Ovsei 263 Mones 287 Leib Morthai 
172 Ezro Hirsh 282 Mittenthal Efroim Josel a second hand dealer 

a horse merchant 283 Aron Aizyk 290 Shymshel Peisach 
175 Yedyda lcko 2E4 Jose1 Peisach a worker 
176 Leiba Hirsh 290 Yudel Mordechai 291 Shymshel Mortchai 

a worker 291 Lieb Peisach 296 Openheim Shlom Leibovicz 
178 Movsha Yankel 292 Leib Mwdechai 

second hand dealer a second hand dealer 1837 
179 Nochim Ovsei 293 Shymel Peisach 02 Movsh Volf Dombovsky 

a hone merchant a worker 67 Aron Mordchaiovicz 
187 Monas 294 Shymel Mwdechai Aramdorf 
193 Yedyda 297 Openheim Shlom Leibovicz 83 Hirsh Zundel Dembovsky 
263 Maryvilsky Yudel Zelik 341 Witshtein Elko 101 Ovsei Nochum Kamiamky 

a worker 353 Berko 107 Zundel Hlrsh Oernbovsky 
271 Openheim Leizer Berko 1866 136 Movsh Yankel Karniomky 

a worker (this title page is in Polish) 137 Yankel Nochum 
272 Boruch 01 Aromdorf Josel 156 Ezro Hirsh 

a baker a merchant 220 Martchai Shymshel Mitenthal 
273 Shlom Berko 07 Kaminsky Yedyda lcko 232 Yankel Jose1 Kaminsky 

a baker a merchant of horses 244 Srol Benjamin Holshtein 
274 Shlom Leibovicz 09 Yedyda 257 Movsh Hirsh Kamionsky 

a worker a worker 268 Leib Hirsh 
275 Tanchel 47 Maryvilsky Zelik Hirsh 269 Hirsh Nozel 
379 Witshtein Berko 49 Yudel Zelik 272 Yedyda Hirsh 
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Leib Boruch 
Mordchai Aron Aronsdorf 
Nochim Hirsh Marwilsky 
Hirsh Nochim 
Meyer Zelik 
Mortchai Lieb 
Lieb lcko Openheim 
lcko Bomch Openheim 
Berko lcko 
Shymel Peisach Mitental 
Paisach Shymel 
Movsh Hirsh Kamiamky 
Shlom Berko Openheim 
Zelik Hirsh Marwikky 

Movsh Volf Dembovsky 
67 Aron Mortchai ~ r o m d o r f  
83 Hirsh Zundel Dembowky 
101 Ovsei Nochum Kammmky 
107 Hirsh Zundel Dembovsky 
136 Momh Yankel Kamiomky 
137 Yankel Nochum 
156 Ezro Hirsh 
203 Meyer Kopel Nozel 
204 Zelik Hirsh Marwikky 
220 Mortchai Shymshel Miental 
231 Yankel Josel Kamiomky 
244 Srol Benjamin Holshtein 
257 Movsh Hirsh Kamiomky 
268 Hirsh Nosel 
269 Lieb Hirsh 
270 Monas Hirsh 
272 Yedyda Hinh 
276 Lieb Baruch 
281 Mortchai Aron Aromdorf 
288 Nochum Hirsh Marwikky 
289 Hirsh Noshum 
290 Meyer Zelik 
296 Mortchai Leib 
355 lcko B m c h  Openheim 
356 Leib lcko 
357 Berko lcko 
398 Peisach Shymshel Mitental 
399 Shymshel Peisach 
400 Josel Peisach 
455 Nochum Chackel Ovsejevicz 

Kamiomky 
m 

12 Aron Mordchai Aronsdorf 
34 Berko lcko Openheim 
82 David Hilel Kamimky 
97 Hirsh 
119 Hirsh Yudel Dembovsky 
129 Hirsh Nosel Kamwmky 
130 Hirsh Nochum Marwikky 
148 Yudel Mortchai Mitenthal 
164 Josel Paisach 
177 Yankel Nochim Kammnsky 
233 Yedyda Hinh 
258 Leib Hirsh 
260 Leib Boruch 
263 Lieb lcko Openheim 

Leizer Yankel Kamiomky 
Movsha Volf Dembovsky 
Movsh Yankel Kamionsky 
Movsh Hirsh 
Mortchai Shymshel Mitental 
Mortchai Aromdorf 
Meyer Zelig Manvikky 
Monas Hirsh Kamionsky 
Nochim Hirsh Marwilsky 
Ovsei Nochim Kamiomky 
Peisach Shymel Mitental 
Shlom Berko Openheim 
Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
Yudel Hirsh Dembovsky 
Zelik Hirsh Marwilsky 

Aron Mortchai Aromdorf 
Berko lzko Openheim 
Ezro Hirsh Kamiomky 
Hirsh Zundel Dembovsky 
Hirsh Nozel Kamiosky 
Hirsh Nochim Marwikky 
Yudel Mortchai Mitental 
Josel Peisach 
Yankel Nochim Kamionsky 
Yankel Josel 
Yedyda Hirsh 
Leib Hirsh 
Lieb Boruch 
Leib lcko Openheim 
Movsh Yankel Kamiomky 
Movsh Hirsh 
Mortchai Shymshel Mitental 
Mortchai Aron Aromdorf 
Mortchai Lieb Marwilsky 
Meyer Zelig 
Monas Hirsh Kamionsky 
Nochum Owei Kamiomky 
Owei Nochum 
Peisach Shymshel Mitental 
Shlom Berko Openheim 
Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
Shymshel Mortchai 
Tundel Hirsh Demborsky 
Zelik Hirsh Marwikky 

Aron Mortchai A rmdor f  
A rm  Leib Kamiomki 
Berko lcko Openheim 
Israel Hirsh Kamiomky 
Hirsh Tundel Dembovsky 
Hirsh Nosel Kamiomky 
Yudel Mortchai Mitental 
Josel Peisach 
Yedyda Hirsh Kamiomky 
Yankel Josel 
Leib Hirsh 
Lieb Boruch 
Lieb lcko Openheim 
Morsha Wolf Dembovsky 
Morsha Jankel Kamionsky 
Morsha Hirsh 

326 Mordchai Shymel Mitental 
328 Mordchai Aron Aronsdorf 
346 Meyer Zelik Manvilsky 
348 Movas Leizer Hirsh 

Kamiomky 
361 Nochim Chackel 
370 Ovsei Mochim 
381 Peisach Shymshel Mitental 
393 Srol Benjamin Holemhtein 
397 Shlom Burko Oppenheim 
407 Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
408 Shymshel Mortchai 
444 Zuendel Hirsh Dembovsky 
451 Zelik Hirsh Marwikky 

1847 
11 Aron Mordchai Arnsdorf 
39 Berko lcko Openheim 
105 Ezro Hirsh Kamiomky 
125 Hirch Tundel Dembuvsky 
134 Hirsh Nosel Kamiomky 
154 Yudel Mortachai Mitental 
169 Josel Peisach 
170 Josel Notko 
171 Josel Yudel 
196 lcko Yedyda Kamionsky 
208 Yedyda Hirsh 
215 Yonkel Josel 
262 Lieb Hirsh 
264 Lieb B a ~ c h  
268 Lieb Icko Openheim 
294 Momh Volf Dembovsky 
302 Momh Yankel Kamionsky 
306 Momh Hirsh 
326 Mortchai Shymshel Mitental 
328 Mortchai Aron Amomdorf 
346 Meyer Zelik Manvilsky 
361 Nochim Ovsei Kamionsky 
370 Ovsei Nochim 
381 Peisach Shymshel Mitental 
393 Srol Benjamin Moshtein 
407 Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
408 Shymshel Mortchai 
444 Tundel Hirsh Demborsky 
451 Zelik Hirsh Marwikky 

The following persons donated 
in  honor of a Bris (Milah) 
1843 - 
Berko lcko Openheim 

Zelik Hirsh Marwilsky 
M 

11 Aron Mortchai A r o m d ~ f  
39 Berko lcko Openheim 
105 Ezro Hirsh Kamionsky 
134 Hirsh Nosel 
154 Yudel Mortchai Mitental 
169 Josel Peisach 
196 lcko Yedyda Kamionsky 
208 Yedyda Hirsh 
215 Yankel Josel 
262 Lieb Hirsh 
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Lieb Boruch 
Lieb lcko Openheim 
Movsh Wolf Dembovsky 
Movsh Yankel Kamionsky 
Movsh Hirsh 
Mortchai Shymshel Mitental 
Mortchai Aron Aronsdorf 
Meyer Zelik Marwikky 
Nochim Ovsei Karniomky 
Ovsei Nochim 
Peisach Shymshel Mitental 
Srol Benjamin Holhtein 
Shlom Berko Openheim 
Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
Shymshel Mortchai 
Tundel Hinh Dembovsky 
Zelik Hirsh Marwilsky 

Baruch lcko Openheim 
Berko lcko Openheim 
Wolf Movsh Dembovsky 
Yedyda Hinh Kamiomky 
Josel Peisach Mitental 
Srol Benjamin Hdshtein 
Lieb Boruch Kamionsky 
Movsh Wolf Dembovsky 
Movsh Yankel Kamionsky 
Movsh 
Fishel Josel Holenshtein 
Shlom Borko Openheim 
Shymshel Peisach Mitental 

Borko lcko Openheim 
Fishel Josel ~olenshtein 
lcko Yedyda Kamionsky 
Israel Benjamin Hokhtein 
Yedyda Hinh Kamiomky 
Josel Mortchai 
Josel Peisach Mitental 
Lieb Boruch Kamionsky 
Movsh Wolf Dembovsky 
Movsh Yankel Kamionsky 
Movsh Hinh 
Shlom Berko Openheim 
Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
Boruch Borko Openheim 
Wolf Movsh Dembovsky 
Yudel Mortchai Mitental 
Shvmshel Mortechai 
~ < 

p&? 
24 Aron Aiizyk Mittental 

a worker 
43 Boruch Berko Openheim 
€0 Berko 

a butcher 
82 Wolf Movshovicz Dembovsky 

a merchant 
95 Zelik Marwikky 

a worker 
104 Josel Mittental 
107 Josel Aronsdorf 

a merchant 
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120 Yankel Ovsei Kamionsky 
a worker 

148 Yudel Mortchai Mittental 
157 Ovsei Nochim Karniomky 
174 lcko Kamomky 
179 Yedyda 

a merchant 
193 Lieb Boruch 

an owner 
207 Lieb Hirsh 
222 Movsh Yankel 

a worker 
227 Movsh Hirsh 

a Merchant 
232 Movsh Wolf Dembovsky 

a Worker 
233 Movsh 
255 Nochum Ovsei Kamiomky 
249 Shymel Mittental 

a merchant 
1853 

40 Boruch Openheim 
56 Borko Openheim 
87 Zelik Maravilsky 
95 Josel Mitental 
99 Josel Aronsdorf 
110 Yankel Ovsei Kamiomky 
135 Yudel Mitental 
158 lcko Kamionsky 
164 Yedyda 
181 Lieb Boruch 
189 Lieb Peisach Mitental 
190 Lieb Mordchai 
207 Movsha Yankei Kamionsky 
213 Movsha Hirsh 
219 Movsha Dembovsky 
239 Movsha Kamionsky 
248 Fishel Helenshtein 
277 Shlom Berko Openheim 
282 Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
284 Shymshel Mordechai 
312 Lieb Hinh Kamionsky 
323 Ezro Hirsh 
354 Hirsh Tundel Dembowsky 

a worker 
1854-1 855 
19 A rm  Aizyk Mitental 

a merchant 
24 Leizer Berko Openheim 
40 Baruch Openheirn 
56 Berko Openheim 
87 Felik Marvikky 
95 Josel ~ i t e n t a l  
99 Josel Aramdorf 
110 Yankel Ovsei Karniomky 
135 Yudel Mitental 
158 lcko Kamionsky 
164 Yedyda 
181 Lieb Bomch Kamiomky 
189 Lieb Peisach Mitental 
190 Lieb Mortchui 
207 Movsha Yankel Kamiomky 
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213 Movsha Hinh 
219 Movsha Dembovsky 
239 Nochim Kamiomky 
248 Fishel Holenshtein 
277 Sholom Berko Openheim 
282 Shymshel Peisach Mitental 
284 Shymshel Mortchai 
372 Lieb Hinh Karnmmky 

a worker 
323 Ezer (Ezra) Hirch 
339 Movsha Wolf Dembovsky 
354 Hirsh Tundel 
m 

03 Amsdorf Josel 
44 Dembovsky Mwsha 
93 Helenshtein Fishel 
108 Kamiomky Yankel 
111 lcko 
113 Yedyda 
114 Lieb Boruch 
117 Movsha Yankel 
120 Nochum 
143 Mitental Orko 
148 Marwilsky Zelu 
149 Mitental Josel 
153 Yudel 
158 L i b  Peisach 
159 Lieb Mordchai 
161 Shmuel 
162 Shymshel Peisach 
163 Shymhel Mortchai 
165 Yankel 
166 Orko 
174 Openheim Leizer 
175 Openheim Bonrch 
176 Openheim Shlom 
177 Openheim Berko 
1852. 
03 Aronsdorf Josel 

a merchant 
07 Arnsdorf Orko 

a worker 
147 Helenshtein Fishel 

a baker 
151 Yankel Josel 
175 Kandonsky Yankel Ovsei 

a second hand dealer 
176 Esro Hinh 

a worker 
179 lcko Yedyda 

a merchant of horses 
181 Yedyda 
182 Lieb Hirsh 

a worker 
183 Lieb Baruch 

a merchant of horses 
185 Movsh Yankel 

a second hand dealer 
186 Nachum Ovsei 

a merchant of horses 
233 Mitental Aron Aizyk 
234 Josel Peisach 
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241 Marywilsky Felik Hirsh 
248 Mitental Yudel Mordchai 
254 Lieb Peisach 
255 Lieb Mordchai 
259 Shimhel Peisach 
260 Shimshel Mordchai 
264 Yankel Joselewicz 

a weaver 
265 Orko Josel 
276 Openheim Leizer Burko 

a worker 
277 Boruch 

a baker 
278 Shlom Burko 
279 Burko lcko 
280 Shlom Liebowicz 

a worker 
281 Yankel 

18581 859 
The same names as 1857 with the 
following exceptions: 

66 Dembovsky Movsha Wolf 
Stam 

a worker 
143 Helenshtein Shlom Fishel 

a baker 
274 Openheim Tanchel 

a worker 
417 Mitental Efroim Joselevicz 

a weaver 
1860 

04 Aronsdorf Josel 
a merchant 

08 Orko 
a worker 

64 Dembovsky Movsh Wolf St 
a worker 

136 Helenshtein Fishel 
a baker 

137 Shlom Fishel 
a worker 

140 Yankel Fishel 
165 Kamionsky Yankel Ovsei 

a second hand dealer 
167 Ezro Hirsh 

a worker 
170 lcko Wedyda 

a merchant of hones 
171 Lieb Hirsh 

a worker 
173 Movsha Yankel 

a second hand dealer 
174 Nochim Ovsei 

a merchant of hones 
182 Mones 

a worker 
220 Mitental Efrim Josel 

a worker 
222 Aron Aizyk 
223 Josel Peisach 
229 Marywilsky Felik Hirsh 
236 Mitental Yudel Mardcha~ 
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242 Lieb Peisach 
243 Lieb Mortchai 
247 Shymhel Peisach 
248 Shimshel Mortchai 
252 Yankel Joselewicz 

a weaver 
253 Orki Josel 

a weaver 
264 Openheim Leizer Berko 

a worker 
265 Boruch 

a baker 
266 Shlom Berko 

a baker 
267 Shlom Liebowicz 

a worker 
268 Tanchel 
409 409 Kamionski Wedyda 

a merchant of horses 
41 5 Marywikky Yudel Zelik 

a worker 

18581860 
Part I. These persons donated in  
honor o f  a Bris. 
1858 

Tanchel Ooenheim 
Boruch Openheim 
Zelik Marywikky 

Xm 
Tanchel Openheim 
Oawid Karnimki 
Efrom Mitental 
Wolf Movsh Goldshtein 
Yankel Fuhel Melenshtein 

ary Aron Josel Mitental 
Aron Aizyk 
Baruch Butko Openheim 

Part II. These persons donated 
in  honor of marriage 
1858 

Yudel Marywikki 
Em 

Yudel Marvwilskv 
Aron Kamiomky 

1860 
Elko Shymel Mitental 

Part Ill. These persons donated 
in memorv o f  their  ancestors. 

Boruch Openheim 
Shlom Openheim 
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The following persons donated 
for  t he  public Jewish bath 
(Mikvah) in the years 1849-60 

15 Leizer Berko Openheim 
21 Orko Aizyk Mitemtal 
22 Orko Josel 
29 Efraim Josel 
36 Boruch Berko Openheim 
72 Zelik Marywilsky 
80 Josel Mitental 
84 Josel Aronsdorf 
93 Yankel Helenstein 
110 Yankel Mitental 
119 Yudel 
121 Yudel Marywilsky 
137 lcko Kamionsky 
143 Yedyda 
159 Lieb Mortchuai Mitental 
174 Movsh Kamiomki 
209 Nochim 
216 Fishel Helenshtein 
235 Shmuel Aizyk Mitental 
249 Shlom Openheim 
255 Shymko Mortchai Mitental 
257 Tanchel Openheim 
1862 
04 Aromdorf Josel 

a merchant 
08 Orko 

a worker 
65 Dembovsky Movsha Wolf 

Stary 
a worker 

141 Helenshtein Fishel 
a baker 

142 Shlom Fiihel 
a worker 

145 Yankel Fishel 
193 Karnionsky Yedyda 
230 Mitental Efrolm 
232 Aron Aizyk 
233 Josel Peisach 
239 Marywilsky Zelik Hirsh 
247 Mitental Yudel Mortchai 
249 Shmuel Aizyk 

a second hand dealer 
255 Lieb Peisach 

a worker 
256 Lieb Mortchai 
259 Shumhel Peisach 
260 Shymshel Mortchai 
264 Yankel Joselewicz 

a weaver 
265 Orko Josel 
270 Marywilsky Yudel Zelik 

a worker 
278 Openheim Leizer Berko 
279 Baruch 

a baker 
280 Shlom Berko 
281 Shlom Leibowicz 
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Synagogue Donor Lists from VISTYTIS, 1837-1866 
Part 2 - Use of the Data Lists 

by Robert Weiss from material provided by Bert N. Oppenbeim 

Part 1 presented abstracts from 30 years of synagogue, bris, and mikvah donation records from the town of Vistytis.  
Lithuania. Thc records arc writtcn in Russian, Lithuanian, and onc year in Polish. Records are available for the years 1837 
through 18%. Document numbers are F. 1073-1-504 for years 1837-63, F.1073-1-325 for 1835-66, and F.1273-1-527 for 
1864-66. Abstractswcrc made i > r  family names Aronsdorf, Dembovsky, Kamionsky, Maryvilsky, Mitenthal, and 
Oppenheim. The notc appears on the bottom of thc list " In Jewish names, most often the second name of the person in 
the lists is the name of the father. For example: Marywilsky Zelik Hirsh, Zelik is the father's name. That would make the 
son Zelik ben Hirsh. (ben meaning son 00.'' Part 2 is a case study which uses the data to derive genealogical information on 
the Oppenheim family as an illustration of the type of genealogical information derivable from these name lists. 

Vistytis, Lithuania Name Russian Jewish Form 
According to Mokotoff and Sack1 Vistytis Berko Berko BerIBerke (Y) bear 

(also known as Vishtenitz, Vishtinetz, Vishtinits and Boruch Borukh Borukh (H) blessed 
Wisztyniec) is a village 94 km. SW of Kaunas lcko Izko/Itsko Yitzkhak(H) lsaak 
(Kovne). It had a Jewish population of 1600 at the Leib Leyb Leyb(Y) lion 
end of the 19th century2 . Bert Oppenheim's Leizer Leyzer Leyzer(Y) Eliezer 
ancestral families lived in Vistytis for seven Shlom Shlojm Shlomo (H) Solomon 
generations. Tanchel Tankhel Tankhel (Y) consolation 

Openheim Name Construction of Trees 
The name Openheim (Opengejm in Russian) Using the patronymic rules of Russian naming in 

with a single "p" was known in Courland and the manner used by Jeny Delson4 one can construct 
Dvinsk, Latvia at the turn of the 20th century. The Part of the O~enheim family tree as follows: 
version with a double "p" was known in Cherkassy, 
Ukraine. The name is related to the German name Boruch 
Oppenheim, known since the 16th century, from the I 
Hessen Germany town of Oppenheim-7 . The list, as Icko 

)__________________-I III.IIIIIIIIIIIII 1 transliterated from Russian, favored the former 
spelling, but did include the latter. I will use the Berko Boruch Leib 

1__________1____________I 1.._.._.___1 Baltic version (single "p") in this article. 
Leizer Shlom Boruch Tanchel Shlom 

Openheim Citations 
The following are the unique (duplications 

removed) Openheim citations taken from the list: 
Name Occupation Dates 

Boruch Icko 
Berko Icko butcher 1837-5 7 
Boruch Berko 2nd hand dealer 1M9-65 
Icko Boruch 1837-3 8 
Leib Icko 1837-47 
Leizer Berko 2nd hand dealer 1854-65 
Shlom Berko baker 1837-66 
Shlom Leibovicz worker I85 7-66 
Tanchel worker 185 8-66 

There appear to be nine unique persons on the list 
one discards inconsistencies in spelling. The first 
names and their origins are as follows: 
1 Mokotoff. G. &Sack, S., 1991 
2 Kagan, B., 1990 
3 Beider, A,. 1993 

Some Observations 
1. Approximate dates of death of Icko, Berko, 

and Leib may be established on the basis of the 
cessation of their regular donations as 1839, 1858 
and 1848 respectively. Berko's postulated death date 
is supported by the observation that Berko's three 
sons all gave yahrzeit donations in 1859-60. 

2:No patronymic is given for Tanchel, but based 
on the timing and grouplng of his donations, it is 
probable that he is Leib's son. Tanchel and his sup- 
posed brother Shlom were workers, while butcher 
Berko's sons Shlom and Baruch were bakers. 

3. Berko's bri.s donations in 1843 and 1846rnay 
signify the birth dates of sons Boruch and Leizer. 

4. Tanchel and Boruch both donated in honor of 
brismilah in 1858 and 1859, indicating that one or 
both may have had male offspring in those years. 

4 Delson, J., "Shtetl Roots Report: The Strashun 
Family", ZichronNote , Vol. XI1 No. 2 May 1992 
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THE BALTICS: A SPECIAL REPORT 
FREEDOM'S UNLIKELY BIRTHPLACE 

Vilnius, Lithuania 

About six miles outside the center of this capital 
city is a wooded valley. In one comer is a tall red 
obelisk honoring the 100 Soviet citizens who died 
here during the Nazi occupation. Not far away is 
another monument, a marble plaque, also in 
Russian. But now it's been split in two, and in the 
center, a new plaque has been inserted. The new ad- 
dition is in Hebrew, and memorializes the 70,000 
or so Lithuanian Jews who were killed in the Nazi 
concentration camp that once nestled in this valley. 
The Russian plaque, like the obelisk, takes no note 
of the Jewish dead. The Jewish monument came to 
this site, known as paerial, about the same time 
independence came to Lithuania. 

Removing Tombstones 
Official policy during the Soviet occupation of 

Lithuania was to remove all signs of Jewish life in 
Vilnius, particularly in the Jewish quarter of the 
city's medieval Old Town. Tombstones from the 
Jewish cemetery were used to pave the city streets. 
Lithuania, like Estonia and Latvia, was an indepen- 
dent nation between the two world wars. All three 
countries, like the rest of Eastern Europe,had Jewish 
populations. But Lithuania, with its 300,000 Jews, 
was the center of Jewish life in the Baltic region. In 
fact, Vilnius was called 'The Jerusalem of Europe", 
noted for its large community of Hebrew scholars. 
The city, between the wars, was under Polish 
control. The capital of independent Lithuania was 
Kaunas (Kovne in Yiddish), about miles west. 
Like its sister republics, Lithuania was ceded to the 
Soviet Union under provisions of the secret 
German-Soviet Treaty of 1939. The Soviets killed 
or deported about 50,000 Lithuanians. (Deportees 
often ended up in gulags in the Soviet Far East.) 

German Occupation 
After the Germans attacked Russia, they occu- 

pied the Baltics in 1941. During the occupation, the 
provisions of the Final Solution, the German plan to 
eradicate all Jews in Europe, were practiced with a 
vengence in Lithuania. Lithuanian auxiliary troops 
called the Lithuanian Schtvnannschafl (Protective 
Detachments) helped the SS and the Gestapo. There 
were a number of death camps in the country, inclu- 
ding Panerai in Vilnius and a place called the Ninth 
Fort near Kaunas. The Ninth Fort, an old WWI fort- 
ification, is now marked by monumental statues and 
relics from the death camp. It's estimated that about 
80,000 people, including most of the Jewish popu- 
lation of Kaunas, died in the camp. 

Anti-Soviet Guerrillas 
After the defeat of the Nazis, the Soviets re-oc- 

cupied and then absorbed Lithuania into the USSR, 
and an additional 2 m , 0 0 0  or so Lithuanians were 
deported or killed. Until 1953, a band of guerrillas, 
known as the Forest Brothers, continued to fight 
against the Soviets. Lithuania was the first of the 
Baltic nations to start making independence noises, 
and paid the highest price for doing so. In 1988, 
250,000 people gathered in Vilnius to mark the anni- 
versary of the secret Nazi-Soviet pact that led to 
Russian occupation. On August 23, 1989, hundreds 
of thousands of Lithuanians joined in a human chain 
of 2.5 million people that stretchedfrom Lithuania to 
Estonia to protest Soviet occupation of the Baltics. 

Mikhail Gorbachev came to Vilnius in January 
1990 and was met by 300,000 demonstrators. That 
March, the Supreme Council of Lithuania declared 
independence. The Soviets immediately imposed an 
economic blockade on the country, cutting off sup- 
plies of gasoline and heating oil. 

A year later, in January 1991, Soviet shock 
troops assaulted the Vilnius TV headquarters, killing 
14 unarmed civilians. Despite Soviet occupation, 
Lithuanian independence never faltered, and after the 
failed Moscow coup against Gorbachev in August 
1991, the issue was settled. Russia recognized 
Lithuanian independence on Sept. 6,1991. 

Early History of Lithuania 
The region was conquered by Germanic knights 

in the 13th century. In the 14th century, Lithuania 
became a partner in a large empire with Poland that 
stretched from the Black Sea to the Baltic, an 
arrangement that lasted until the 18th century when 
Poland was broken up and Lithuania became part of 
the Russian Empire. 

Polish Influence 
Vilnius, founded in 1323, was always a center of 

Polish culture, and upper-class Lithuanians spoke 
Polish and adopted Polish culture. Vilnius was 
again made the capital of Lithuania by the Soviets. 

The Lithuanian-Polish border is one of the 
stickiest in Europe. Because of intensive searches 
and bureaucratic stumbling, a border crossing can 
take two or three days--orlonger. This sometrhnt 
diminishes the intent of the Via Haltica, the proposed - .  
Tallinn-Warsaw highway system. 

Lithuania is the largest of the Baltic republics, 
both in land mass and population. Unlike in Estonia 
and Latvia, the ethnic Lithuanian population is a 
large majority--about 80 percent of the nation's 4 
million people are Lithuanian. Major minority 
groups, especially in Vilnius, are Polish and Rus- 
sian.(adapted from the Sun Jose Mercury News ) 
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THE LATEST FROM ARGENTINA 
The message below was posted by Zach Raker, 
YIVO Librarian in NYC, to the MENDELE-L 
(Yiddish) emailing list. Those of you who are now 
researching Argentinian families, or who may do 
some work related Argentina in the future, or who 
are just concerned about the damage created by the 
recent bombing, will be interested in this account: 
> Date: Thu, 28 Jul94 14:20:58 PDT 
> From: BM.YIB@RLG.Stanford.EDU 
> Subject: The latest from Argentina 

Here is some up-to-date information regarding 
the fate of the Argentine YIVO collections, as repor- 
ted by the New York YIVO's Executive V.P., Larry 
Rubinstein: 

I spoke to Shaul Bracher [Brajer] and Avraham 
Lichtenbaum from Argentina today (Thursday, July 
28th at about 1:30 in the afternoon) about the status 
of things in Argentina. They inform me that: 

1. The Central Library of YIVO is 90% 
recoverable. 

2. The archival papers are 90% recoverable -- 
however, they need to go paper by paper and this 
will take a very long time since the removal is under 
the eyes of the police and a judge who must approve 
everything. 

3. The front part of the library was completely 
blown up -- all of the referral [reference] library, 
catalogues, video equipment, tapes, records and 
printed music archives are gone. 

4. 15,000 volumes of the masterworks 
[Musterverk] of Yiddish literature were destroyed. 

5. They are still collecting books from the 
rubble. About 300 youth are working on the rescue 
operation. 

6. Approximately % people are dead. The 
number is not absolute since many of the bodies 
were blown apart and they are being identified 
through DNA procedures. They think that there are 
10-15 bodies unaccounted for. 

7. Their concern at the moment is fund-raising. 
I asked them if they were doing fund-raising in 
Argentina and they said they were. 
(Adapted from messages by Howard Gershen and 
Zachary Baker on JEWISHGEN and MENDELE-L 
BBSs.) 

ARGENTINE COLLECTION IN FLORIDA 
The S. E. Wimberly Library in Florida Atlantic 

University near Roca Raton houses one of the 
largest Judaica libraries (over 40,000 volumes) in 
the State of Florida. Mark (Majer) Swiatlo, Curator, 
has added 65,000 volumes, mostly from Argentina, 
where he lived before coming to the U.S. in 1%5. 

LOMZA & KALISZ POLAND 
The following message was taken off the jewishgen 
(Jewish genealogy) bulletin board: 

I would like to hear from individuals researching 
families from the towns of Lomza and Kalisz, 
Poland. 1 might have information of use to you. 
Please provide me with the family names of 
interest to you, particularly during the late 
eighteenth or early nineteenth century. Please 
respond to me directly at : 
treisner@plearn.edu.pl> or 
<reisner@plearn.bitnetz 

The message is from Yale J. Reisner, Director of 
Research and Archives, Ronald S. Lauder 
Foundation, Warsaw, Poland. 

SCOTTISH RESEARCH GUIDE 
A research outline for Scottish research was 

published in a recent issue of the newsletter of the 
San Mateo County Genealogical Society. It includes 
a map of the counties of Scotland prior to 1974, an 
outline of Scottish records giving types and sources 
for each type, lists of Scottish genealogy and family 
history societies, professional researchers, libraries 
and archives. Terms found in Scottish documents 
are translated. The list of sources of church records 
includes the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre, 
Garnet Hill Synagogue, 125-127 Hill Street, 
Glasgow. (San Mateo County Genealogical Society 
newsletter, Vol. 12 Issue 7, July 1994) 

BRITISH RESEARCH BOOKLET 
The British Tourist Authority in ceoperation with 
the Federation of Family ~ i s t o r y  societies and the 
Society of Genealogists publishes a nifty little 
booklet for anyone thinking about doing 
genealogical work at home or in Great Britain: 
Britain, Tracing your Ancestors.. Copies may be 
obtained by writing the British Tourist Authority, 
Thames Tower, Black's Road, London W5 
9EL.(The Family Tree ) 

LANDAUIPFALZ. GERMANY BOOK 
Ellen Weiss Cagen, 1213 Oakmont Ave, 

Flossmorr, IL 60422, (708)799-8464, has an 87- 
page book from LandauIPfalz, W. Germany about 
thetown, Landauer Synagogue and its people. The 
book contains stories about individual members, 
listings of synagogue members by name, year, and 
place of birth, profession, date of departure or 
deportation and place of arrival. The book includes 
several photos and contains names with information 
on over 400 people. Written in German. Copies 
available at $13 mailed. (nliana, Spring 1994). 
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