
The Newsletter of the San Francisco Bay Area 
Jewish Genealogical Society 

VOLUME XII, NUMBER 2 May 1992 - 
May 17 Regular Meeting. Jewish Community Library, 14th Ave- 
1:00 PM nue at Balboa, San Francisco. 

Jun 15 Regular Meeting. An Index to the Census of Jews of 
7:30 PM Alsace, 1784, Dan Leeson, Congregation Kol Emeth, 

4175 Manuela Avenue, Palo Alto.The 1784 census of Alsac- 
ian Jews is one oflhe most valuable genealogical sources 
for those searching Jewish ancestors in Eastern France, 
but the lack of an index has always made it difficult to 
use. Leeson has created four indexes to be made available 
on microfiche through Avotaynu 

Ju1 12 ANNUAL WORKSHOP, Ron Bremer, from Salt Lake City, 
11:OO AM author of the Compendium, will lead this year's workshop 

at the Jewish Community Library, 14th Avenue at Balboa, 
San Francisco. 

Jul 26-31 AJGS 11th Summer Seminar, NY Jewish Experience 
Vista Hotel at the World Trade Center, NYC. Programs, 
classes, archival research, historic sites. Contact JGS, 
P.O.Box 6398, New York NY 10128. 

Aug 17 
7:30 PM 

Sep 20 
1:00 PM 

Oct 26 
7:30 PM 

Nov 15 
1:00 PM 

Dec 21 
7:30 PM 

Regular Meeting. Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela 
Avenue, Palo Alto. 

Regular Meeting. Jewish Community Library, 14th Ave- 
nue at Balboa, San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela 
Avenue, Palo Alto. 

Regular Meeting. Jewish Community Library, 14th Ave- 
nue at Balboa, San Francisco. 

Regular Meeting. Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela 
Avenue, Palo Alto. 



ZichronNote Newsletter of the San Francisco Bay Area JGS 

THE SOCIETY PAGES 

David Abrahams Livermore 
Ishmael Arredondo 
David Baerncopf 
Kathryn E. Farmer 
Stanley F. Kaisel 
Dana L. Kurtz 
Irene OtRyan 
Harold & Joy Pergamit 
Laurie Siperstein-Cook 

San Jose 
Menlo Park 
Daly City 
Portola Valley 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
Menlo Park 
San Rafael 

Leigh L. ~ouriel Orinda 
Daniel & Janis Tuerk Palo Alto 
Joan Viola Saratoga 
Michael Witkin San Francisco 

ZichronNote is published 4 times per 
year in February, May, August, and 
November. Contribution deadlines 
are the 15th of the months preceding 
publication. Macintosh disk inputs 
are preferred. 1 

We hope that you join us regularly at meetings and take advantage 
of the resources our organization. We encourage you all to submit your 
family names and shtetls to us for listing in our Society's Family 
Finder, and to the AJGS in Teaneck for listing in the Jewish Genealogi- 
cal Family Finder. We now have the latest update at our meetings. 

AND 
The San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society has ob- 

tained permission from the State Jewish Museum and Central State Archive 
in Prague to distribute copies of the inventory of Pre-World War 2 Bohe- 
mian and Moravian records from the periodical Judaica Bohemiae described 
in the February 1992 issue of ZichronNote and in Volume VII, No. 3 of 
Avotaynu. The set of three microfiches were produced by member Patrick 
Gordis and are available for $10.00 (incl postage and handling) from the 
Society. 

1598 - L&JJ 
Friend of the Society and recent speaker Rosanne Leeson has ob- 

tained a copy of the two-volume Trouwen in Mokum 1598-1811 Jewish Mar- 
riages in Amsterdam. The register contains Ashkenazic and Sephardic be- 
trothals recorded with the civil authorities in Amsterdam, and is 
indexed by bride's and groom's patronymic, mothers' names, witnesses 
names, and widows' first husbands' names. For Sephardim, the Spanish 
Christian, Spanish Jewish, and Dutch names are sometimes given. (See de- 
scription in the February 1992 ZichronNote, Volume XII, Number 1). 

Rosanne has agreed to search these valuable volumes for family 
names of members of the Society. Contact her at 1820 Granger, Los Altos, 
CA 94024, Tel. (415) 964-9657. Please send a SASE for your response. 

Your Society is looking for volunteers to assume three extremely 
important and rewarding positions. Contact Bob Weiss 415-424-1622 for 
further information. 

Prooram, to coordinate the Society's future programs, 
Librarian, to catalog and maintain the Society library, 

rce v, to compile reference guide. 
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Shtetl Roots Report: The Strashun Family 
The Shtetl Roots Project has gotten me more deeply involved in tracing my own family. Only 
in 1989 did I discover my grandfather's mother's maiden name. I learned from my father's 
cousin, Eli Delson, that she was Hannah Gittel Strashun. Like himself he said she had blonde 
hair and blue eyes but was a "real Lithuanian Jew". Eli told stories of the Strashuns using camel 
caravans to trade with Persia and receiving a "patent" from the King of Sweden to carry on this 
trade. Matatiyahu Strashun (1817-1885), Hannah's uncle, was a renown rabbi and community 
leader in Vilna (Vilnius). His extraordinary book collection was the basis for Strashun library, 
which remained in operation until it was looted by the Nazis. Part of the collection had been 
recovered and is at the MVO Institute for Jewish Research in New York. Their research 
librarian, Dina Abramowicz, put me in touch with other members of the Strashun family and 
sent me a collection of articles, including a genealogy of a connected family, the Harkavys. 

In 1990, Rhoda Oppenheimer of Leicester, England, saw my Strashun listing in the JGS Family 
Finder. She sent me the address of members of the family living in Vim. The family, Shiion 
Alperovich, whose mother was Rosa Strashun, his daughter and her husband invited me to visit 
and served as my hosts in August of last year. On that trip I carried with me a hundred Shtetl 
Roots requests from members of our San Francisco Bay Area JGS and have been receiving 
material back from time to time. The material I am includine: here is evidence of the Tewish 
records of genealogical interest stored in the Lithuanian archses. I received 704 birth, &m'a8e 
and death records that mention Strashuns. but these records identihr a greater number o f  individuals. For 

1-  " 
example, the 1855 "birth of Mendel, the son of Chaim-David ~imcho-~atysowicz Strashun and 
Gena-Dvora Mendeliovna Ratner" even gives the grandfathefs names. I dropped patronymic 
endings, sorted by approximate b i ih  date, and used spelling as received. Some equivalents are: 

Matys is the same as Matatiyahu or Mathew; Leiba is Leib (Gennan for lion); Leizer is 
a short form of Eliezer; Gush and Geshel a~forms of Hersh, Hirsh, or Hershel (German 
for deer); Chackel is Yechezkel; Yosel is Yosef or Joseph; Elijash is Elias, Eliyahu or Elijah; 
Mendel can be the Yiddish form of Menacham but also refers to one who mends; Shimel 
is related to Shiion or Simon; Yankel to Yakov or Jacob; Shmuel to Samuel; Shlemo to 
Solomon; Moishe to Moses; Yudel to Judah; Raisa to Rose; Roca to Rachael. 

The charts are made from the table, some of the lines that show connections are my inferences. 
The ten pieces Cl to X) leave out four women, Lines 3,4,15, and 16, probably wives of Strashuns, 
whose husbands were not identified. 

I added to the table Sarah the daughter of David (Line I), who married Shmuel Cine 2). Leon 
Oranski, our Shtetl Roots researcher in St. Petersburg, found that she died March 8,1886, three 
months after her husband. Some articles on Rabbi Matatiyahu (Line 20) state that he died 
childless. Our table shows he had two daughters, Lines 85 and 94, who may have died before 
he did. An obituary that Dina Abramowicz found describes the public donation of his books 
and rare manuscripts and also states that his personal beneficiary was hiis niece, who he adopted. 
I believe she can be identified as Chana in Line 101 on Chart 11. Her mother, Rocha (Line 44), 
was the sister of Rabbi Matatiyahu's wife, Sora Chana (Line 26). Both women were daughters 
of Joseph Elijah Eliasberg, but it appears that Rocha died sometime between 1847 and 1854 after 
bearing her husband, Shimel Strashun Cine 42) two sons and the daughter Cham. By starting 
this search, I have now met Strashuns, found a connection to my friends the Eliashbergs and 
have been shown by my new cousins in Lithuania the Ponary woods outside of V i a  where 40 
members of the family were shot by the Nazis. Now, this is all part of my life. 
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BORN NAME DIED 

1758 David 1842 
1 4 1  Shmuel 18721 
1785 Basia 1855 
17% Fruma 1856 
1786 Abrarn David 1855 
1790 Leizer 1840 
1793 Gindela 1838 
17% ShamuU 

Chaim 
1798 Moisha 1843 
1798 Zelik 1858 

Marducho 
I800 Yankel 1845 
1800 Feiga 1845 
1800 Sherka 1840 
I801 Sara 1856 

Girsh 
Leite 

1816 Peisach Moisha 1856 
1817 M a p  1885 

Chena* 
Drezel 
Leizer 
zusman 
Yankel 
Sora Chana 
Chaja 
Chana Ralza* 
Shmuel 
Sirncho Matys 
Bellas 
Shimel 
Sara 
Elijash 
Chana 
Malka 
Leiba Moisha 

1822 Moisha 
M a p  1843 
Sheina Golda 
Ma* 
Shimel 
Goda (Gcdes) 
Rocha 
l b a  
Gita 
Moisha 
Elka Chap 
Esta 

FATHER 

Ma- 
Y d '  
ChaimO 
BoruchO 
Yudel 
Shliomo 
Girshm 
(Abram David)? 

David 
Nosel 

Abram David 
AbramC) 
YeNchimC) 
MoishaC) 
David 
Menachom 
a a i m  
Shmuel 

Abram' 
Baruch 
Girsh 
Girsh 
Jasel Elibsh* 
Moisho' 

Chaim 
Morducho 

Chaim 
w 
Shmuil 
Zelman* 
David' 
Girsh 
J d '  
Leiba 
Leiba* 
Yankel 
A b m  David 
David Girsh* 
Jd Elijash' 
ChaBel. 
Leiba 
Girsh 
Girsh' 
Michell 

PARENTS MARRIAGE BORN NAME DIED FATHkR 

Berko 1856 Shimel 
Chaja Baruch* 
lzael Matys Chaim 

1827 Taibla 
Chaim Yankel16 

Ma* 
Yudel* 

Rvka Baruch* 
Kalman Girsh 
Beila Jude18 

1828 Note Elijash 1844 Zelik 
Sara Abram 
Chava ELijash Kive17 
Abram* haell' 
Chana Leiba* 
Leiba Moisha 

1831 Grunia 1911 Shimel* 
Leis maim* 
Moisha Kalman 

1834 olana Leizer JudeY 
Kreina Shim& 
Moisha AbramW 
Chaja Gita Efroim David" 
Shalom Moisha 
Shimel Yankel" 

M a w  
Tadrys* 

1835 h h k a  Yankel 
1835 Chana Gita Zelik 

Malka Feiga* 
Malka Feiga' Amn' 
Gena Dvora" Mendeli' 

1837 Eta Dvorah Elipsh 
1837 Chaim Leiba 

Chaim David Simche M a p  
1837 Shifra Rosse Yankel 

Girsh Yankel 1839 Elijash 
1838 Boruch Leizer 
1838 Girsh 1856 Leim Zusman 
1838 Gita 
1838 Doba 

Ma* 
Yankel 

1839 h i a m i n  Shmuel 
1839 Pesia Simcho M a p  
I840 Gdalya Leiba 
1840 Shmilo h e l  Shimel 
1840 Leiba Shmuel 
1840 Sara Simcho M a p  
1841 Genendel Leiba 
1841 Eta 
1841 Leizer 

Ma* 

1842 Shmiulo Matyz" 
M a p  
Leiba 

1842 Morduch Osher" Leiba 
1842 Rocha Map 

MARRIAGE 
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=>> Other Shtetl Roots News: Leon Oranski has been convalescing from an eye operation, but 
is now resuming his investigations. He would like to prepare an Index to Jewish Birth, Death 
and Marriage Records in St. Petersburg (1864-1916), but the Archive building is currently being 
repaired. He sent a map showing the radioactive contamination near Gomel and Pobuzhye, the 
town he found that is the birth place of Miriam Johnson's mother. JEXRY DEBON. 

... -- 
HOLOCAUST RESEARCH AND YIZKOR BOOKS 

UST CVNTER OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Recently received at the HCNC: Sharit Ha-Platah, Volume I Revised. An 
extensive list of survivors of Nazi tyranny published so that the lost 
may be found and the dead brought back to life. Published by the Central 
Committee of Liberated Jews in Bavaria, Munich, Germany, 1946. 

HEM'S PAGES OF TESTIMONY 
Per Roots-Key, Fall/Winter 1991 issue, Yad Vashem has established a fee 
schedule for searchers of the Pages of Testimony. For info on the in- 
petson search fees, refer to the article. Here is the info on mail 
searches Search requests by mail should include the first and last 
name and residence prior to WWII for each victim. Mail requests can be 
handled only for specific individuals. The fee for each record found 
is $l.OO.(Submitted by Sharon Fingold) - - . . . -. -. - 

YEBL)NOVA m w  
Names indexed from Voronova memorial book. Contact Joseph Fibel, 84 
Beverly Road, New Rochelle, NY 10804. Include a SASE. (Scattered 
Seeds, Vol 1, No 1) 
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EUROPEAN SOURCES IN NEW YORK 

A GUIDC TO THF I1"qRCW MANUSCRIPT C07TFC?ION OF THC 
I . I A 3 A R Y  OF TUE m H  T'FOSOGICAT S r . Y I N P . 9 .  - OF A Y F R I C A  

Our Society has obtained a copy of the recently-published 5-volume 
guide to the JTS Library (JTSL) Hebrew Manuscript Collection. The Col- 
lection includes items from all areas of Jewish civilization. The Guide 
lists over 10,000 items, and includes indexes by title, author, place, 
date and topic. 

Of particular interest to this genealogist are the pinkasim or record 
books. The following is a list of the record books and registers found 
in the Guide. Each item is annotated with the location, dates, number 
of pages and JTSL Manuscript Number, often referred to as the 
"Microfilm" or "UMI" Number. Most, if not all, of these manuscripts 
have been microfilmed as part of the indexing project under a grant by 
the U. S. Department of Education. 

This list of pinkasim is being published in ZichronNote in time to pro- 
vide visitors to the New York 11th Seminar in July with another poten- 
tial research source for their genealogical research. See Genealogical 
Resources in the New York Metropolitan Area, Estelle M. Guzik, page 
43ff for information on the location of the JTSL and accessibility of 
the manuscripts. 

T y p e  Scope 
Record Gemiiut Hasadim 
Record Mohel 
Record Mohel 
Memor Buch Community 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Soc. Menahem Avelim 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Hevrat Menahem Aveiim 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Receipt Book Rabbi Abraham Rice 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Hevra Shas 
Record Mohel 
Record Mohel 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Bet Din 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Mohel 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 

Loca t lon  
Alatri, ITA 
Alsace, FRA 
Alsace, FRA 
Alsace, FRA 
Alsace-Lorraine. FRA 
Alsace-Lorraine, FRA 
Amsterdam, NET 
Amsterdam, NET 
Amsterdam, NET 
Amsterdam, NET 
Ashkenaz ? 
Asti, ITA 
Avignon, FRA 
Baltimore, MD 
Bamberg, GER 
Bayreuth, GER 
Bialystok, POL 
Bohemia, CZE 
Bohemia, CZE 
Boskovice (Boskowitz), CZE 
Brody, POL 
Buda, HUN 
Carmagnola, ITA 
Carpentras 
Casale, ITA 
Casaie, ITA 

Da tes  Pages Acces 
1887 1 0  3919.2 

1823-1835 10  3609 
1794-1862 57 3707 

1786 18 3869 
1700-1799 42 3808 
1799-1815 16 3873 
1806-1859 79 3860 

1826 8 3933 
1700-1722 39 ' 3963 
1825-1859 18 4016 
1729-1782 9 8537 
1619-1634 38 3695 
1720-1723 114 3904 
1800-1899 143 8484 

1798 26 3805 
1775-1846 304 3711d 

1865 11 3968 
1760-1826 29 3613.1 
1835-1866 8 3861 
1500-1699 26 3683 
1800-1817 91 4037 
1769-1776 96 8336 
1772-1839 41 3899 
1743-1772 4 3610 
1740-1759 79 3954 
1590-1782 98 3956 
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Pinkas 
Record 
Ketubot 
Pinkas 
Record 
Memor Buch 
Record 
Record 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Record 
Pinkas 
Memor Buch 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Register 
Record 
Record 
Record 
Record 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Record 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Record 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Record 
Record 
Pinkas 
Record 
Record 
Record 
Record 
Book 
Record 
Memor Buch 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Register 
Pinkas 
Pinkas 
Register 
Register 
Pinkas 
Record 
Pinkas 

Community 
Mohel 

Community 
Mohel 
Community 
Yeshiva Contributions 
Circumcisions 
Hevra Kadisha 
Community 
Community 
Mohel 
Community 
Community 
Community 
Gabrielshule 
Hevra Mikra 
Hevra Mikra 

Mohel 
Mohel 
Mohel 
Mohel 
Community 
Burial 8 Charitable Soc. 
Community 
Community 
Jews 
Names of Departed 
Community 
Mohel 
Hevra Kadisha 
Community 
Community 
Mohel 
Mohel 
Havura Gemilut Hasadim 
Mohel 
Synagogue Donations 
Circumcision 
Mohel 
Yahrzeit Dates 
Deaths & Burials 
Community 
Hevra Kadisha 
Soc. for Hakhnasat Orhim 
Birth 
Tailors' Guild 
Community 
Birth 
Wedding 
Hevra Kadisha 
Divorces 
Hevra Kadisha 

Casale, ITA 
Central Europe 
Central Europe & Yemen 
Corfu, GRE 
Csanad. HUN 
Dornach. GER 
East Europe 
Egerszasz?, HUN 
Eisenstadt, Bohemia, CZE 
Ferrara. ITA 
Finale, ITA 
France or Germany 
Frankfurt am Main, GER 
Frankfurt, GER 
Friedberg, GER 
Forth, GER 
Gabin. POL 
Gabin, POL 
Germany 
Germany 
Germany 
Germany 
Germany? 
Goschlik(?) 
Greishaber?, GER 
Hanover, GER 
Hanover, GER 
Hechingen, GER 
Heidingsfeld. GER 
Heidingsfeld, GER 
Holland 
Ihringen. GER 
Israel 
Israel 
l taly 
l taly 
l taly 
l taly 
l ta ly 
ltaly 
ltaly 
lvancice (Eibenschitz), CZE 
Jungholtz?. FRA? & Vic. 
Jungholz, FRA 
Keczerpeklen. CZE 
Kiev, UKR 
Kornerd?, HUN 
Kornik, POL 
Kornik, POL 
Koszeg (Guns), HUN 
Koszeg (Guns), HUN 
Krotoschin ?, POL 
Leghorn, ITA 
Lissa, POL 
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Pinkas State 
Pinkas Bet Din 
Notebook Shohatim 
Book Bet Din Memorandum 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Record Burial, Tombstone Inscript. 
Pinkas Hevra Mikra 
Record Sale Mitsvot Bereshit 
Pinkas Mikhirat Mitsvot 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Nedarim 
Pinkas Nedarim 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Congregation 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Women's Charitable Comm. 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Women's Society 
Pinkas Synagogue 
Record Weddings 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Jewish Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas 'Ezrah Be-Tsarah 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Bikur Holim Soc. 
Register Soc. Secours Mutuel ... 
Pinkas Soc. Polish Jews 
Pinkas Polish-Jewish Community 
Pinkas Polish-Jewish Community 
Pinkas Polish-Jewish Community 
Record Names called to Torah 
Pinkas Community 
Records Burial 
Pinkas Community 
Record Mohel 

Lithuania 
London. ENG 
London, ENG 
London. ENG 
Louisville. KY 
Lugo, ITA 
Madi. HUN 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua. ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Mantua, ITA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Metz, FRA 
Neustadt a Warthe, POL 
Neustadt, GER 
North Africa 
Oberbrunn?. (Bamberg?), FRA 
Obrebron?, Alsace, FRA 
Odratzheim?. Alsace, FRA 
Osthausen? GER 
Ostroda (Osterode), POL 
Ostrog, UKR 
Paris, FRA 
Paris, FRA 
Paris, FRA 
Paris, FRA 
Paris, FRA 
Persia 
Pesaro, ITA 
Pesaro, ITA 
Pforzheim, GER 
Poland 
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Receipt Book Hochsynagogue 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Mohel 
Register Birth 
Register Jews 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Divorces 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Hevra Kadisha 
Pinkas Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Mohel 
Pinkas Synagogue 
Record Mohel 
Record Payments 
Pinkas Community 
Account book Community 
Memor Buch Community 
Pinkas Community 
Record Mohel 
Record Mohel 
Record Births 8 Deaths 
Record Mohel 

Prague, CZE 
Prerov (Prerau), CZE 
Reggio, ITA 
Saldus (Frauenberg. E. Prussia). 
Sarvar, HUN 
Sarvar-Szombathely, HUN 
Speyer, GER 
Sulzberg. AUS 
Swabia, GER 
Swarzedz. POL 
Swarzedz. POL 
Szentgyorgy, HUN 
Sziget. HUN 
Tarnow, POL 
Thessaloniki, GRE 
Tiberius, ISR 
Trimbach? 
Tunis, TUN 
Turkey? 
USA 
Venice, ITA 
Venice, ITA 
Venice, ITA 
Venice, ITA 
Vilna. LIT 
Wahlhausen, GER 
Wangen. GER 
Western Europe 

1915 
1865 

1788-1809 
LAT 1819-1874 

1887-1 939 
1807 

1641-1831 
1825 

1727-1 737 
1706-1 758 
1773-1 803 
1873-1 939 
1884-1 921 
1759-1818 
1800-1 899 

1791 
1700-1 990 

1769 
1880-1 899 
1835-1 865 
1611-1833 
1718-1728 
1575-1 734 
1844-1 728 

1828 
1711 

1822-1 860 
1700-1 799 
1725-1 791 
1700-1 799 
1822-1 873 

A S S O C I A T I O N f O N  
The Hebrew Free Burial Association's burial records and client applica- 
tions have been copied onto microfilm. One set is available at Mount 
Richmond Cemetery on Staten Island and another is available at HFBA, 
1170 Broadway, NY, NY 10001 (212) 686-2433. (From Yichus, Vol. 7, No 1) 

NEW YORK RECORDS 
The NYC City Department of Records, Municipal Archives (31 Chambers St, 
Manhattan) has the annual Civil Lists from 1883-1969 on microfilm. The 
Civil Lists are rosters of city employees and include job title, de- 
partment, dates of employment, salary, residence, SS#, and pension num- 
ber. The Municipal Reference Library (same address) has the microfiche 
copies of the 1970-1989 lists. (Sacramento JGS, January 1992) - 
The Jewish Communities Handbook, 1991 by the Institute of Jewish Af- 
fairs for the World Jewish Congress. Can be ordered from the World Jew- 
ish Congress, 501 Madison Ave, NYC, NY 10022. Booklet includes a list 
of Jewish communities in 98 countries. Includes brief historical infor- 
mation and names of Jewish organizat,ions around the world. (Avi Avot, 
January, 1992) 
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EUROPEANSOURCES 

FAMILY SEARCH IN FRANCE 
The Cercle de Genealogie Juive publishes a quarterly newsletter, and its 
Editor has invited members of other JGSs to place one free query in 
their periodical. Submissions need not be in French-they will translate 
it for you. Write to the Cercle at Centre Edmund Fleg, 8bis Rue de 
llEperon, F75006 Paris, France (Newsletter of the Illiana Jewish Genea- 
logical Society, Spring 1992 quoting Dorot, Vol. 13, No. 1, Autumn, 
1991) 

ENGLISH JEWISH RECORDS 
The Court of the Chief Rabbi (London Beth Din) is recognized as the au- 
thority in England which supervises conversions to Judaism and religious 
divorces. It also investigates the backgrounds of those seeking to have 
their Jewish status confirmed either for religious purposes of as a pre- 
requisite to Orthodox Jewish marriage. The Beth Din provides centralized 
access to Jewish communal records. 

The London Beth Din has formed a research unit to handle genealogical 
inquiries. If you require searches to be made of British sources you may 
write to the Registrar, Beth Din, Adler House, Tavistock Square, London 
WClH 9HP, England Tel: 071 387 5772, FAX: 071 383 4920. Full details as 
to the likely costs involved will be sent. The records held by the Lon- 
don Beth Din include: Proceedings Books 1876-1938 and 1940 to present; 
Case files relating to adoptions, conversions, divorces, Jewish and mar- 
ital status ca. 1945 to date. 

The Offices of the United Synagogue, Woburn House, Tavistock Square, 
London WClH OEZ, Tel 071 387 4300, FAX 071 383 4934 has printed annual 
lists of members arranged alphabetically by congregation 1885-1939; Reg- 
isters of defunct synagogues including the Great Synagogue, Hambro Syna- 
gogue, New Synagogue, and Bayswater Synagogue 1770-1965; Registers of 
closed burial grounds 1796-1872. 

The Burial Society of the United Synagogue, Woburn House, Upper Woburn 
Place, London, ENG WClH OEZ, Tel: 071 387 7891, FAX: 071 383 2582 main- 
tains burial records 1872 to date. Only inquiries connected with recent 
burials and erection of tombstones should be addressed to the sexton at 
this address. 

Marriage authorizations 1845 to date are maintained by the Marriage Au- 
thorization Office, Office of the Chief Rabbi, Adler House, Tavistock 
Square, London, ENG WClH 9HN, Tel: 071 387 1066, FAX: 071 383 4920. Only 
inquiries connected with forthcoming marriages and the correct form of 
Hebrew names placed on tombstones should be addressed to the Marriage 
Authorization Officer at this address. 

1 3 ERMAN EN 
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Illinois reprinted the list of towns 
included in the census. The census records are located at the LDS Fam- 
ily History Library. Census put an emphasis on Jews. You can check the 
list of towns in the Spring, 1992 issue of Morasha (Vol. VIII, No. 1). 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical Society (SFBA JGS) meets 
every second month in Classroom #7 at Congregation Kol Emeth. Meetings 
are open to all, and are free of any charge. The current Society Presi- 
dent is Congregation member Bob Weiss. In appreciation for the use of 
the facility, the SPBA JGS donates books and other materials to the Syn- 
agogue Library. Among the books recently donated are the following: 

-Jewish Life in Germany-Memoirs from Three Centuries, Monika 
Richarz, Editor. Translated by Stella P. Rosenfeld and Sidney Rosenfeld, 
Sponsored by the Leo Baeck Institute, Published by Indiana University 
Press, 1991. This collection of 51 autobiographical documents by German 
Jews who lived between 1780 and 1945 is a translation from a three-vol- 
ume edition containing 126 accounts from the archives of the Leo Baeck 
Institute. 

*Polish Jews in Paris-The Ethnography of Memory, by Jonathan Boya- 
rin, Indiana University Press, 1991. This study is based on interviews 
of Polish Jews in Paris who are associated with Polish landsmanshaften, 
the organizational core of the Polish Jewish community in Paris. 

*The Emancipation of the Jews of Alsace-Acculturation and Tradi- 
tion in the Nineteenth Century, by Paula Hyman, Yale University Press, 
1991. This study includes a selected bibliography of primary and second- 
ary archival documents, many of which will be useful to researchers of 
the Alsace area. Includes census, marriage, police, civic records, pink- 
assim, yizkor books, etc. found in national, Departmental and municipal 
archives, the Central Archives for the History of the Jewish People, 
JTS, Leo Baeck Institute, etc. Name index. 

*The Jews of St. Petersburg-Excursions through a Noble Past, Mi- 
khail Beizer, Jewish Publication Society, 1989. Contains biographies, a 
directory, information on the Jewish institutions and research sources 
in St. Petersburg. 

BOOK R E V I E W S U R D  THE COUNTBY. 
Forgotten Worlds, six moving stories of Eastern European shtetl life, by 
Abraham Soyer, translated from Hebrew by Rebecca S. Beagle and Rebecca L. 
Soyer, recently published by Judah L. Magnes Museum, 2911 Russell Street, 
Berkeley, CA 94705. 

Jewish Heritage Travel-A Guide to Central and Eastern Europe, Ruth Ellen 
Gruber, John Wiley & Sons, paperback, $14.95 was published in February. 
Designed to emphasize accessible landmarks, synagogues, cemeteries in 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. (Los 
Angeles Times, Sunday, April 19, 1992) 

Jewish Museums of North America, Nancy Frazier, John Wiley & Sons, paper- 
back, $12.95, 1992. Among its local entries are: Judah L. Magnes Museum, 
2911 Russell Street, Berkeley CA 94705, 415-849-2710; The Elizabeth S. 
Pine Museum of Congregation Emanu-El, Argue110 Boulevard & Lake Street, 
San Francisco CA 94118, 415-751-2535; Levi Strauss & Co. Museum, 250 Va- 
lencia Street, Levi's Plaza, San Francisco CA 94120, 415-565-9160 

A Brotherhood of Memory, Jewish Landsmanshaften in the New World, Michael 
R. Weisser, Basic Books for Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY, 1985. 
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A r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n  o f  A n c e s t r y ' s  Red Book, Amer ican  S t a t e ,  Coun ty  & Town 
S o u r c e s  h a s  b e e n  announced .  T h i s  comprehens ive  r e s o u r c e  c o v e r i n g  American 
record h o l d i n g s  i n  e v e r y  c o u n t y  o f  t h e  US, i s  edi ted  b y  A l i c e  E i c h o l z  
w i t h  maps b y  W i l l i a m  D o l l a r h i d e .  It i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $39 .95  ( $ 3 3 . 9 5  t o  
members o f  A n c e s t r y ' s  R e s e a r c h  C lub )  f rom A n c e s t r y ,  I n c . ,  P .O.  Box 476, 
S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  UT 84110-0476, phone orders 1-800-531-1790. 

BOOKS REVI'4WFmD I N  ROOTS - KEY, FALL/WINTFmR 1 9 9 1  ISSUE 
S d m i t t e d  b v  Sha ron  F i n a d d  

Do P e o p l e  G r o w  on F a m i l y  T r e e s ?  Genea logy  f o r  K i d s  a n d  O t h e r  B e g i n n e r s  
b y  Ira Wolfman (Workman P u b l i s h i n g ,  $9 .95 ,  s o f t c o v e r )  . 

L i t h u a n i a n  J e w i s h  Communi t ies  b y  N a n d  S  Schoenbu rg  ( N Y  G a r l a n d  P u b l .  
C o ,  1991 ,  $60 . O O )  . 
Y i d i s h e  S h t e t ,  S h t e t l e k h  un D o r f i s h e  Yishuvim i n  L i t e  b i z  1 9 1 8  ( J ewi sh  
C i t i e s ,  Towns a n d  V i l l a g e s  i n  L i t h u a n i a  u n t i l  1918)  b y  B e r l  Kagan (NY 
B e r l  Kagan, 1991 ,  $35 .00  i n c l u d i n g  p o s t a g e ,  Y i d d i s h ) .  You c a n  o b t a i n  
t h i s  book  b y  w r i t i n g  t o  B e r l  Kagan a t  2350 6 4 t h  S t ,  B rook lyn ,  NY 11204.  

Out o f  t h e  Shadows A  P h o t o g r a p h i c  P o r t r a i t  of J e w i s h  L i f e  i n  C e n t r a l  
E u r o p e  S i n c e  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  b y  E.  S e r o t t a  ( B i r c h  Lane P r e s s ,  1991 ,  $ 5 0 ) .  

I n  S e a r c h  of Your German R o o t s  b y  A. B a x t e r  ( B a l t i m o r e  G e n e a l o g i c a l  
P u b l i s h i n g  Co, 1991 ,  $ 1 0 . 9 5 ) .  I n c l u d e s  a s e c t i o n  on  Jewish records. 

The Comprehens ive  Hebrew C a l e n d a r  b y  D r .  A. S p i e r  ( F e l d h e i m  P u b l i s h e r s  
J e r u s a l e m ,  NY,  1986,  3rd e d i t i o n ) .  Reviewed i n  C h r o n i c l e s ,  W i n t e r ,  ' 9 1 .  

A  T a l e  of One C i t y  P i o t r k o w  T r y b u n a l s k i ,  Ben G i l ad i ,  Ed .  (NY Shengo ld  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  I n c e ,  $ 3 2 . 5 0 ) .  T r a n s l a t i o n  of p o r t i o n s  o f  the  y i z k o r  books  
a b o u t  P i o t r k o w  T r y b u n a l s k i .  The p u b l i s h e r ' s  a d d r e s s  i s  1 8  West 4 5 t h  S t ,  
NY, NY 10036 .  

R u s s i a n  Language  Documents  f r o m  R u s s i a n  P o l a n d  A  T r a n s l a t i o n  Manual f o r  
G e n e a l o g i s t s  b y  J. D .  Shea  (Genea logy  U n l i m i t e d ,  I n c . ,  PO Box 537,  
O r e m ,  UT, 84059-0537, $ 1 2 . 0 0 ) .  Review of t h i s  book  i s  i n  t h e  March, 
1992 i s s u e  of Shem Tov. 

G e n e r a t i o n s  The H i s to ry  of A m e r i c a ' s  F u t u r e  1584-2069 b y  W. S t r a u s s  a n d  
N .  Howe ( W i l l i a m  M o r r o w  a n d  Co I n c ,  NY, 1991 ,  h a r d b a c k ,  $ 2 2 . 9 5 ) .  Book 
c o v e r s  t h e  f o u r  t y p e s  of g e n e r a t i o n s  which  r e p e a t ,  p l u s  c y c l e s .  R e -  
v i ewed  i n  The L i v e  Oak, V o l  X I ,  N o  6 .  

F o u n d e r s  a n d  Followers, J o h a n n e s b u r g  J e w r y  1887-1 915  b y  M .  Kap l an  
( V l a e b e r g  P u b l i s h e r s ,  Cape Town, PO Box 15015,  V l a e b e r g  8018 ,  1991 ,  
Rand 1 2 0 . 0 0  (Approx.  $ 6 0 . 0 0 ) .  Reviewed i n  Shem Tov, December 1 9 9 1 .  

Address Book f o r  Germanic  Genea logy  by E .  Thode ( G e n e a l o g i c a l  P u b l i s h -  
i n g  Co, 4 t h  e d i t i o n ,  1991,  $24 .95  p l u s  $2 .50  s h i p p i n g ) .  T h i s  book  c a n  
be ordered from t h e  p u b l i s h e r  a t  1 0 0 1  N .  C a l v e r t  S t ,  B a l t i m o r e ,  MD 
21202 (800)727-6687 .  [We h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  a copy  of t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  
u s e  b y  o u r  members-Ed] 

May 1992  Page  1 5  Volume X I I ,  Number 2  



Newsletter of the San Francisco Bay Area JGS 

U.S. RESEARCH 
(submitted by Sharon Fingold) 

AT THE 
Here are new items of general interest, listed by subject heading in 
the FHL catalog: 

-California-Naturalization. US District Court, California Southern 
District, General Card Index to Naturalized Citizens, 1915-1978 
(microfilm) . 

*California-Genealogy-Indexes Calif. Information File, 1846-1986 
(microfiche). This card index from the State Library includes cita- 
tions to California periodicals, newspapers, manuscript collections, 
county histories, and biographical sources. 

-California-San Francisco-Newspapers. San Francisco Newspaper 
Index, 1904-1959 (microfiche) . 

*Connecticut-Military Records. Military Census Questionnaires, 
1917-1918 (microfilm) . 
(From Roots-Key, Fall/Winter 1991) 

-TON PASSENGER AND DOCwNT PRESERVATION 
The Spring, 1992 issue of Mass Pocha provides detailed articles on Bos- 
ton passenger ship lists and document preservation. - 
Techniques for performing courthouse research are described in two is- 
sues of The Live Oak January/February, 1992 and March/April, 1992. In- 
cludes info on how to take inventory, using a log sheet, searching and 
copying records, types of records available, etc. 

Jewish Cemetery Association of Mass. provides a "Guide to Jewish Ceme- 
teries" for a small donation. Write to JCAM, 1340 Centre St, Newton 
Centre, MA 02159. (Scattered Seeds, Vol 1, No 1) 

The 1920 Federal Census and Indexes are available at the Pacific Sierra 
Branch of the National Archives in San Bruno. Member Gail Call informs 
us that the catalog with the microfilm numbers is available at the Santa 
Clara Family History Center and may soon be in many local Public Librar- 
ies. Sutro will not have the census in the near future because of budget 
limitations. The Family History Library (FHL) has pre-ordered the census 
but it will take several months to process and make it available for 
borrowing from the local Family History Centers (FHC). Processing will 
be done state by state and FHCs will be notified twice per month which 
states are available and the appropriate film numbers. The 1920 Federal 
population census will not appear in the 1992 microfiche version of the 
Family History Library Catalog. It is anticipated that the entire census 
will be available for short-term, long-term and indefinite loans by Sep- 
tember 2, 1992. Lillian Wurzel informs us that the Pacific Sierra Branch 
of the National Archives at San Bruno is open on the second Saturdays of 
each month. 

The Fall/Winter 1991 issue of Roots-Key (LA JGS) lists the naturaliza- 
tion indices held by the various National Archives Regional Branches. 
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MEMBERS' PAGES 

AND 
-ten hv Eva J O V  

A t  a  meeting of t h e  Mid-Peninsula Roots3 Users Group, Ann Turner t a lked-  
about l o c a t i n g  cous ins  through mail  l i s t s  a v a i l a b l e  from va r ious  compa- 
n i e s .  One of t h e  companies makes t h e i r  l i s t  a v a i l a b l e  on CD ROMs and 
t h e i r  s e r v i c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  some p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s , e g :  t h e  Redwood Ci ty  
P u b l i c  L ibra ry .  

My fami ly  was ve ry  anxious t o  l o c a t e  a  r e l a t i v e  t h a t  we knew l i v e d  i n  
Mi l ano , I t a ly  30 yea r s  ago. We a l s o  knew t h a t  a  nephew of h e r s  l i v e d  i n  
New York C i t y  a t  about t h e  same t ime.  

While growing up i n  Los Angeles my b r o t h e r s  and I o f t e n  heard t h e  name o: 
E l l i o t  and h i s  mother, our  f a t h e r ' s  cousin.Thus my e a r s  perked up when 
Ann mentioned t h a t  t h e  CD ROM l i s t e d  almost every person i n  t h e  U.S. and 
I asked i f  maybe t h i s  would somehow he lp  open t h e  door f o r  f i n d i n g  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  i n  I t a l y .  

Two days l a t e r  I went t o  t h e  Redwood C i t y  Pub l i c  L ib ra ry  and found only 
one l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  U.S. and t h a t  person l i v e d  i n  New J e r s e y .  The 
l i s t i n g  gave an address  and a  phone number. Being brave,  I c a l l e d  t h e  
number bu t  found no E l l i o t .  I c a l l e d  New J e r s e y  informat ion,  was given 
another  number, and t r i e d  aga in .  A l ady  answered, and when I asked her  i f  
h e r  husband was t h e  son of Max and Margot, she  responded "yes" and had me 
speak wi th  him. Our E l l i o t  was l oca t ed .  

Unfor tunate ly ,  E l l i o t  knew nothing o f  h i s  I t a l i a n  aun t ,  b u t  had a cousin 
i n  N e w  York with  whom he had no t  t a l k e d  i n  a  long t ime .  He remembered 
t h a t  she  worked f o r  t h e  United Nations.  I c a l l e d  t h e  U . N . ,  found Ruth 's  
phone number, l e f t  a  message on h e r  answering machine, and hoped f o r  t h e  
b e s t .  In  an hour Ruth r e tu rned  my c a l l ,  s a i d  she knew noth ing  cu r r en t  
about t h e  I t a l i a n  aunt ,  goes by t h e  name Lor i  (he r  middle name), was re- 
t i r i n g  i n  two weeks a f t e r  30 years  wi th  t h e  U . N . ,  and i n v i t e d  me t o  s t a y  
wi th  h e r  i f  I e v e r  was i n  New York. 

It  so happened t h a t  my daughter  and I t o g e t h e r  wi th  my b r o t h e r s  and t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  were going t o  New York on Thanksgiving weekend t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Bar 
Mitzvah of a  r e l a t i v e  on our  mother 's  s i d e  of t h e  family .  My b ro the r s  
and I decided t o  meet E l l i o t  and h i s  family .  We met f o r  lunch and learned 
t h e  fol lowing:  He i s  a month younger t han  my twin b r o t h e r s ,  h i s  wife i s  
11 days younger t han  one b r o t h e r ' s  wife,  he and one of my b r o t h e r s  could 
e a s i l y  be mistaken f o r  t w i n s ,  he i s  a lawyer s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  l abo r ,  and 
one of my b r o t h e r s  i s  a  P ro fe s so r  of  l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s .  

Two days l a t e r ,  on t h e  f i r s t  day of h e r  r e t i r emen t ,  Lo r i  and h e r  mother 
m e t  u s  i n  N e w  York, and we exchanged a  l o t  of genealogy informat ion about 
t h a t  branch of our  family .  She a l s o  commented t h a t  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  I 
had s e n t  h e r  I l i s t e d  h e r  unc le  i n  France a s  deceased bu t  she hadn ' t  
heard t h a t .  I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  know but  no-one knew anything about him. She 
w a s  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what I was t r y i n g  t o  do t h a t  she  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  jo in  
h e r  t h e  fo l lowing  day t o  v i s i t  t h e  Leo Baeck I n s t i t u t e .  
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Upon meeting t h e  next  day she  informed me t h a t  she had c a l l e d  information 
i n  P a r i s ,  France, go t  h e r  unc l e ' s  phone number, and l ea rned  from him t h a t  
t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n  I t a l y  no longer  l i v e d  i n  Milano, bu t  was l i v i n g  i n  an- 
o t h e r  town. Spending t h e  af ternoon a t  Leo Baeck was worthwhile f o r  both  
of u s .  She found t h e  announcement of  h e r  b i r t h  i n  t h e  town newspaper, and 
I found a  book which mentioned f o u r  t imes  my grandfa ther ,  D r .  S t r aus s  of 
Mannheim, and had a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of him w r i t t e n  by h i s  daughter ,  my aun t .  
I a l s o  found r e f e rences  mentioning t h e  Lamm family  i n  E r f u r t ,  Germany. 

Upon r e t u r n i n g  home I c a l l e d  my b r o t h e r  and h i s  wi fe  (she was born i n  
P a r i s )  and they  spoke t o  our  French r e l a t i v e  whom t h e y  hope t o  meet next 
summer when they  a r e  i n  France.  The r e l a t i v e  a l s o  asked t h a t  I send them 
any informat ion I have on t h e  L a m  family  f o r  a d d i t i o n s  and c o r r e c t i o n s .  

Thanks, Ann Turner! 

B O U T  BESEARCHERS I N  RLEELA 
(exper ience t h a t  suppor t s  Gary Mokotoff 's warning) 

d  bv S- 

In  many of t h e  JGS news le t t e r s ,  I read  a r t i c l e s  about a  woman i n  Flor-  
i d a  who knew a  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  Byeloruss ia .  The a r t i c l e s  t o l d  i n t e r e s t e d  
people t o  w r i t e  t o  he r .  She i n  t u r n  would forward t h e  r e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  
researcher--YACOV GUTMAN. I wrote t o  t h e  woman and e v e n t u a l l y  rece ived  
a  response from Yacov v i a  h i s  daughter  who l i v e s  i n  Brooklyn. In  h i s  
letter,  Yacov explained t h a t  he has  access  t o  Byeloruss ian a r c h i v e s  and 
can e x t r a c t  genea log ica l  information from t h e  records  (he s e n t  a  photo- 
copy of a  sample r e c o r d ) .  H i s  f e e s  were $350.00 f o r  r e sea rch ing  one 
family and he o f f e r e d  no gauran tees .  I f  i n t e r e s t e d ,  I was t o l d  t o  send 
$100.00 i n  advance. Needless t o  say,  I d i d  no t ! !  

I N  THE JGPF 

Many genea log i s t s  have a t  l e a s t  one fami ly  " l o s t  branch". Imagine t h i s  
s c e n a r i o :  F o r t y  y e a r s  from now your t h i r t y - y e a r - o l d  cous in ,  from a  
branch of your fami ly  you've n o t  been a b l e  t o  l o c a t e ,  beg ins  h i s  genea- 
l o g i c a l  s ea rch .  W i l l  your cous in  have acces s  t o  your r e s e a r c h  enab l ing  
him t o  l i n k  h i s  family  wi th  t h e  1 2 5  yea r s  o r  more of genealogy t h a t  your 
work cove r s?  He w i l l  i f  you submit your genealogy a t  no c o s t  t o  t h e  
Jewish Genealogical  People F inder  (JGPF), a  Jewish fami ly  t r e e  database  
t h a t  w i l l  even tua l ly  be a v a i l a b l e  on microf iche around t h e  world. Devel- 
oped by Gary Mokotoff, pub l i she r  o f  Avotaynu, t h e  JGPF was in t roduced i n  
J u l y  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Seminar on Jewish Genealogy i n  S a l t  Lake Ci ty .  

A t  l e a s t  two members of t h e  SFBA JGS have submit ted t h e i r  fami ly  t r e e s  
on t h e  r e q u i r e d  IBM-compatible d i s k e t t e s  i n  GEDCOM format t o  t h e  JGPF. 
S i t a  L ikusk i  and Marian Rubin have r ece ived  t h e i r  p r i n t o u t s  from JGPF 
conf i rming t h e i r  i n p u t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  knowing 
t h a t  our  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  be p reserved  and a v a i l a b l e  t o  f u t u r e  gene ra t ions  
o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  have inc reased  o u r  chances o f  cous ins '  
f i n d i n g  us  much sooner t han  t h e  for ty -year  s cena r io .  
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P 
Member Lillian Wurzel sends us two articles about the third oldest syna- 
gogue in Europe, in Dubrovnik, Croatia,(formerly Yugoslavia). The syna- 
gogue, 3 zulica Zudioska (Jew's Street) was established in 1352 by fami- 
lies who came from Spain 140 years prior to the expulsion. Dubrovnik was 
then an independent republic allied with Venice. The caretaker Emilio 
Tolentino, who descends from one of the synagogue's founding families, 
lives in the building adjoining the Synagogue. The building looks like 
any of the Medieval houses in the Old City. Inside the sanctuary is an 
oblong room divided by three arches and panelled in dark wood. The ceil- 
ing is painted blue with gold stars, and Florentine candelabra hang from 
the beams. The delicately-carved pulpit in the center and the ark, 
flanked by slender wooden pillars, are of Baroque design. Torah scrolls 
date from the thirteenth century. One of the unique treasures of the Syn- 
agogue is a thirteenth century Moorish carpet which is said to have been 
a gift from Queen Isabella of Spain to her Jewish physician when he was 
sent into exile. (from Travellers' Guide to Jewish Landmarks in Europe, 
Bernard Postal and Samuel Abramson, Fleet Press, NY, 1971) 

Dubrovnik has been caught in the middle of the nationalistic turmoil af- 
fecting the former Yugoslavia in the last few months. Not since the Great 
Earthquake of 1667 has this walled city, often called the Venice of the 
Adriatic, been subjected to such destruction. The Synagogue was restored 
in the Baroque style after the earthquake. The 1000-year old Adriatic sea 
port city was assaulted by the Yugoslav army in October 1991, and the Old 
City was singled out for specific coordinated land and sea attacks in No- 
vember and December. Significant damage to the walls, ceiling, and roof 
was recorded to houses and Synagogue on Boskovic Street. All of its win- 
dows were broken. 

FAMILY FINDER 

Martha L. Wise, 1990 20th Avenue, San Francisco CA 94116, 415-564-9927. 
Seeking any descendants of JACOB HEYMAN HESS (died 1814) and his wife 
JETTE SAMUEL. They lived in M o i s l i n g  ( n e a r  L i i b e c k )  , G e r m a n y .  Many 
family members later moved to Hamburg.  

Bob Weiss, 3916 Louis Road, Palo Alto CA 94303-4541, 415-424-1622 seeking 
relatives or descendants of RABBI AARON BRAUDE, practicing Rabbi in 
New Y o r k  C i t y  in 1907, residing at 187 Henry Street. Also seeking name 
of the Synagogue which may have been located at 209 Madison Street, NYC. 

Bob Weiss, 3916 Louis Road, Palo Alto CA 94303-4541, 415-424-1622 seeking 
any information on Midwife SADIE KREINDLER, residing 173 Norfolk 
Street, New Y o r k  C i t y  1903-1907. Also seeking any information on where 
surviving midwife records may be found. 

Lillian Wurzel, 2930 Roma Court, Santa Clara CA 95051-6848, 408-984-3718 
seeking descendants of MAX and JOSEPHINE (RUSHA) TRAXLER, or of his 
brother JOE TRAXLER all of M i l w a u k e e  W I ,  and sister NETTIE 
(TRAXLER) KLEIN of B r i d g e p o r t  CT 
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Bmi lv  Finder queries are free to Society members. Nan-members may place queries for 
$5.00 each, limited to 25 words not including searchers name, address and phone number 

Correswondence relating to items for publication and requests for back issues should be 
addressed to Editorial Board, c/o Bob Weiss, 3916 Louis Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303. 

Meetinas: Odd-numbered months- 3rd Sunday of each month, starting at 1 :00 PM at the 
Jewish Community Library, 639 14th Avenue (at Balboa), San Francisco. 

Even-numbered months- 3rd Monday of each month starting at 7:30 PM at 
Congregation Kol Emeth, 4175 Manuela Avenue, Palo Alto. 

Membershirr is open to anyone interested in Jewish genealogy. Dues are $20.00 annually 
payable in August. Out-of-Area memberships are $10.00. Make membership checks out to 
"SFBA JGS" and send to S. Laszlo, Treasurer, 34 Craig Avenue, Piedmont, CA 9461 1. 

President: Bob Weiss (41 5) 424-1 622 
Vice President: Martha L. Wise (415) 564-9927 
Recording Secretary: Jerry Delson (415) 493-0404 
Treasurer: Sherrill Stern Laszlo (510) 655-6789 
Membership: Sita Likuski (51 0) 538-4249 
Program: Patrick & llyse Gordis (510) 848-4235 
Past President & Librarian: Armand S. Cohn (415 342 3485 
Contributers to  this Issue: Gail Call, Jerry Delson, haron F~ngold, Patrick Gordis, Sita 
Likuski, Lillian Wurzel 
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