








even for non-Jews but for Jews it could sometimes even be a death sentence. In Russia, at
least in some parts, the eldest son was exempt and so was an only son. Often therefore a
childless couple or one with only daughters would adopt a son of a family with several sons
and give him their name, in order to protect him from service. . .
Those who left Russia, of course gave their new name to the authorities and it woulq be inter-
esting to know how many dared to change back to their real names here. The immigration auth-
orities wouldn't have cared a bit what name they chose to use but no doubt some at least,
feared that the authorties would report it to the Russian authorities who. would then cause
trouble for the real parents and for the adoptive parents. By the time they kngw better they
“may often have established themselves under the adopted name or had a child which had been
registered under the adoptive name. ]

Often we think of name changes only .in connection with immigration but flrgt names were often
changed in western Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries as Jews began to integrate themselves
moTe into the society around them and to live less fully segregated lives.

At one time the mens names were chiefly either biblical or such typically Jewish names as
Meyer, Mendel, Chaim, Levin, Leser etc. The womens names were also biblical at times and

very often they were names like Gl#ick ( happiness or luck) Freude (joy) Blume (flower) Vogel
(bird) and the like along with some Hebrew,but not specifically biblical names. Jente, Malka,
Zippora seem to have been very popular. In time names more like those among the general pop-
ulace became usual. Biblical names which were also to be found among non-Jews were much,

much slower to disappear and I understand that today among Jews and gentiles alike, biblical
names are again in vogue for ycungsters just as they are here.

Dont let that make you jump to conclusions. That is something we must always beware of in
genealogy,as you know, but dont be too surprised to encounter something of the sort. I know

of one instance in which a German archivist was puzzled no end because he could not reconcile
Rebecca and Rosina although he was certain they were the same person. Rosina is not the sort
of name usually chosen but maybe the lady liked Italian opera. By the last quarter of the

past centrury Jewish first names were not different from gentile names for the most part.

I have,read though,that Siegfried became so popular among Jews that it became known as primar-
ily a Jewish name!

EAST GERMAN RESEARCH

West German research is no more difficult than any other research but East Germany is some-
thing else again. You can however sometimes get results of a sort by writing directly to the
Standesamt ( where such records are kept) of whatever town you are researching in. Just
Standesamt and the proper postal code will do it and you can get that from the nearest West
German consulate. They have a postal code book that does include codes for East Germany and
they will help you. Or for that matter you can just call me, Martha Wise, I have a small
German postal code guide. Send no money, wait until you are certain you will never ever hear
and perhaps in six months you will get a letter from the East German Embassy in Washington
informing vyou that the documents you regquested have arrived and will be sent to you for

the sum of . The sum is not out of line at all. It is more than in West Germany where
all certificates are six marks and that sum is uniform all over the country, but if it runs
to $4.00 that is not too much and if it is only $3.50 that is close to what you would pay for
the same thing in this country. '

It is the red tape that is difficult to deal with. Your certificates will bear at least three
offical purple stamps from three different cities and it will contain minimal information.

No photocopies such as you can get from West Germany, not even if you specify a photocopy.

It is possible that since East Germany is an iron curtain country that they do not yet have
much photocopy available. What you get will be typed up on a modern form and give the name,
dates of birth and death (if it is a death cerfificate) place of of birth and death and name
of spouse. No birthplace for the spouse, no parxents names, none of the extras you can expect
from a West German photocopy but better than nothing. At least you know what you want to try
for next.

Offically East Germany wants you to contact the Zentralstelle for Genealogie in Leipzig which
supposedly will help you. They are very polite and very formal but they will not give you a
thing. If you insist they will give the address of an evangelical church in the town concern-
ed. That in spite:.of knowing you are doing Jewish research and the church could not possibly
help. One cannot help but feel after very little contact with East German officialdom that
officialdom follows the Russian line which is and always has been antisemetic. '



The International Seminar on Jewish Genealogy in Jerusalem
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by Libby Rosenfield

Sunday evening April 29, 1984 opening session was brief, greeted by Sallyann Sack, Ph.D
and Naomi Gershan, coordinators of this seminar, and also welcomed by Dr. Paul Alsberg,
archivist of the state of Israel. The refreshment buffet was most beautiful and exten-
sive. A most congenial time to meet people, renew acquaintances with those from earlier
seminars and fellow expatriates from Brooklyn. It was a great time for all.

Monday A. M . and the sessions began in earnest. I attended as many as possible, of
course those that were of greatest interest to me. Most days there were conflicts and

it was difficult to choose. However I was happy with my choice to hear Batya Unterschatz,
who is in charge of the Search Bureau for Missing Relatives. All are required to register
including Israeli citizens, but not all do so. She.is very attractive and most devotedly
dedicated to her work. She is a linguist as I found out on a visit to her office next
morning. She has an index file as well as micro film records and does not hesitate to
check while you are there between phone calls in several languages.All for a contribu-
tion of whatever you wish to give. The government has cut her funds - where have we
heard that before? One may write to her and she will also search for survivors of the
holocaust.

There was a talk by the director of the Israel State Archives as to what can be found
there. It is a government institution and covers Israel, the British Mandate and Turk-
ish periods, changed three times since 1917. Records found in.war zones, fractional
records from the Turkish period and the British Mandate but nothing before 1840.

Their staff is limited. All records of general sources. The Turkish period left census
records (Nafus books), some in Hebrew, some in old Ottoman Turkish, handwritten and fad-
ing. Censuses were taken periodically for the purpose of army drafting and tax collect-
ing. _

There were discussions on particular problems and how they were solved. Not usually

very outstanding but interesting nonetheless. Listening to directors from from the Jewish
National and University Library and the Central Zionist Archives. There is much material
to be found but mostly in Hebrew and though there were translators available there were
more people.demanding their services than could be handled,as we well know from previous
seminars. It is sometimes possible to correspond with these agencies but it will take
time, again because of cuts in staffing to the minimum. Again at Yad Vashem the Hall of
Names was disappointing as they are in process of microfilming all the names and there-
fore cannot reach all letters of the alphabet. They will accept testimony sheets but
beyond acknowledging receipt they do not reply so we cannot know if they are on file,
again due to a cut in staff. This was the complaint we heard at every agency throughout
Israel. Cant resist saying the penalties of warring are evident.

At the evening sessionthe Director of Education, Mr. Shmuele of the Central Archives

for the History of the Jewish People, told us that records were being collected from all
over the world. Wherever Jews have lived or are living. Established in 1969, it now has
an extensive collection of records from the Middle Ages to the present day. Mostly for
Germany, France and Italy, very little for Eastern Europe. Here too, the staff is help-
ful but cannot do much research. It will take a long time but specific mail inquiries
will be answered. The Archives will appreciate receiving any new collections of family
records or published genealogies.: -

Matt Darrish of the St. Louis society spoke about cartographic records, how to obtain
them from the Library of Congress and from other places. The University of Chicago has
complete sets of maps of Russia kept by country, subject and province, but one must have
the correct name of the town and of the country.

The discusssion on "charting" revealed a few imaginative ways of recording a family tree.
Vertically, using printout paper, horizontally, ascending or descending. There was one
‘real tree shown. It was very beautiful and required a lot of genealogical work to achieve
such elaborate results. It is pictured in the Post article.

Tuesday The most interesting talk was the history of -Jews in Australia by Rabbi Israel
Porush of Australia. As early as 1700 Jews too arrived as petty criminals, survived,
intetmarried, prospered, received land grants. Many now live as non-Jews. In 1820 many




more Jews migrated from England,40 men, 13 women. First formal congregation established
in'1832, first building in 1844. Half of the contributions came from non-Jews. Today
there are 45 congregations. There is little discrimination. Two governors general were
were Jews, one of whose two sons became Lubavisher. It is now on microfilm and on perm-
anent loan to the public library. Dr.Porush made his talk very interesting with his
sense of humor and tales of the early settlers.

There were discussions on oral history,using tape recording method is the best, but it
should be edited very carefully in transcript so as to flow smoothly like a story and

to delete repetitious statements of course..

A talk on the application of the computer using various types of software sounded appeal-
ing enough to procure a computer in order to use all that software.

A talk on patterns of naming in Jewish folklore had its humerous side and was interest-
ing enough to order the tape, even though it was not very substantive.

The lecture on Jewish origins and alteration of names was cancelled as Rabbi Shmuel Gorr
had withdrawn from the seminar due to differences.(?)

Alex Friedlander's talk on doing research in Poland was constructive. Do not hesitate to
go there to do research. He related his experiences. One can rent a car. Be sure to have
an interpreter. Not all records are always available but with patience can eventually be
seen. Archives were started for Jewish people in 1808, kept as civil records until 1828.
They are kept in regional archives. Some do not exist anymore. Writing to Warsaw can
bring a response but you must state exactly what you are looking for.

- Also Harry Boonin's talk on Soviet research was interesting enough to warrant ordering
the tape to be played back. He had been able to trace his family back to 1737 although
they left Russia in 1804. '

Dr. Anthony Joseph from England gave a lively history of Jews in Britain and the records
available are many today.

Office of the Chief Rabbinate - records of cemetery plots
London Jewish Chronicle published from 1848 to date -  records
of births, marriages and deaths.

Church parishes - births of Jews recorded from 1777 to 1884

Jews have applied for naturalization only for 100 years. Dr. Joseph, a physician and
surgeon, has done genealogy since he was 11 years old and now lectures extensively
throughout England. He urged participants to come to England to do research.

Because of conflicting lectures scheduled I had to miss what I heard was a very good
slide and talk show on the history of the Jewish East End of London by David Jacobs, the
other half of the English representation. As the synagogue was being torn down he was able
to retrieve many artifacts and memorablilia, and he has since established a museum to
display them along with other items he has salvaged over the years.

Also on Wednesday there were talks that I missed due to conflicts, on European sources
for genealogical research, Swedish-Jewish genealogy, German sources, agricultural settle-
ment in the Ukraine and Galician Jewry. All can be had on tape.

A talk.on Wednesday evening about Rabbi Zvi Hirsh Leren of Amsterdam proved very excit-
ing. Exactly how he acguired the very important archives he did not reveal. They contain-
ed 1500 letters, about 7000 pages, written between 1826 and 1870 and sent to the Jewish
world community but mainly between Amsterdam and Israel to collect monies for synagogues
etc. in Israel. Rabbi Leren had dedicated his life to the Jewish community. He was very
rich and religious as well. He had connections and corresponded with rabbis and commun-
ities in Palestine, had agents in every large city who kept him informed on all goings-
on, but he has not been remembered or honored since his death because of his fanaticism
in regard to knowing everything about everyone and about how his money was being spent.
He looked upon Napoleon as the Messiah who would give Palestine back to the Jews, and in
1840 an organization was readying itself for the arrival of the "Messiah".

Professor Benjamin Rivlin, a descendant of the Vilna Goan's cousin discussed the book his
father, Rabbi Eliezer Rivlin,had written about their family. He inherited it unfinished
and has handwritten an addition to it. Both are in Hebrew. His father did print a short-
er version privately. His own book is also a shorter version. (In his father's book a
member of my Greegard family is mentioned and that prompted me to buy both though I cant
read them anyway.

I must mention a fun time we had every morning at the buffet breakfast where there were
tables set aside for the participants where they could meet and discuss lectures or their
findings at different sources. It was always lively and amusing.



The lecture by Dr. Aaron Demsky(as an aside,all the speakers spoke fluent English, some
with a British accent)indicated that there was much genealogy to be found in the Bible
and it is a capsulized history of generations that are not lost, but it needs depth of
study, as well as a knowledge of Hebrew or an excellent translation.

Sallyann Sack discussed,at different times of the day, the preparation and publishing of
a family history, publication of a genealogical newsletter and ethics in genealogical
research. I missed the discussion by Naomi Gershan on establishing a genealogical society.

.I did stop in at the discussion of a newsletter and the concensus was that societies in-
cluding the scholarly papers should spread information on what facilities are available
in different cities and other helpful information, to share as much material as possible,

- to revive Toledot or organize another publication for articles of interest to all, written
in depth and relevant to genealogy. An idea endorsed by all.

I was particularly interested in the talk by Dr. Richard Goodman on genetic disorders
among Jewish people,accompanied by slides. Jews are at the top of a group that isolates
itself and marries within the group. Citing the different groups, Oriental, Ashkenazi and
Sephardic he traced the mgvement of Jews since 720 B.C. and wherever they lived,they devel-
oped distinct genetic diseases as Jews of mixed origins and diseases that have genetic
predisposition. He talked about the different diseases that are prevalent among Jews. I
have this tape also, as his talk impressed me as important. Too bad we cant see the slides
showing the Jews from very different countries who looked exactly like the non-Jews of the
land.

On Friday afternoon there was a talk by Mr. Yehuda ben Levine of the Jewish Family Associa-
tion on why we do genealogy,the Jewish Diaspora, the holocaust that destroyed sec much that
is lost forever,to document Jewish life and the knowledge of heritage, culture, religion,
tradition, negation of language ( Yiddish and Ladino). Many young people lost them in inter-
marriage and assimilation. In.Israel the Jewish Family Association is involving school
children to participate by acquiring histories from their elder relatives, to create a

continuity in Israel and the Diaspora. All the accumulated material will be put into a
computer but the guestionnaires(of which I brought back a few) will deal only with three
generations - the history of the family as well as genealogy.

There was a special meeting of a small group, to which I was personally invited by Sally-
ann Sack, held on.Saturday afternoon. The discussion:centered mainly around the idea of
where do we go from here and how shall we communicate in order to retain contact made here
and at other seminars. The British contingent suggested that the next international seminar
be held in England in a few years. This was applauded by all. The good doctor assured us
we would find much information there.

Then the arguments on Toledot. Should it be revived by putting it in other hands since
Steve Siegel :is so busy, or should a new type of publication be organized to disseminate
news and findings, to include a digest of other societies news,to be a common pool of in-
formation to be shared internationally. The problems of launching such a publication, by
whom, where, how frequently to publish it,provoked a lot of discussion but was finally
approved. Sallyann volunteered to do editorial work and so did Dorothy Kohanski. Gary
Molotow offered to handle printing details on his computers as he has competent people
working for him. Gary also has a computer cross reference of names people are looking
for and will feed any requests into his computer. He did bring to the seminar a large
stack of printouts. The British offered to do their share from their shores.

From the lively discussion participated in by all present I came away with the feeling of

- an accomplished fact and I look forward to the first publication in the future.

At the banquet Saturday evening after dinner there were a few brief speeches, much picture
taking, the awards were made to deserving participants,including Dr: Goodman of San Fran-
cisco, who was so instrumental in helping to establish the computer at the Diaspora Museum
in Tel Aviv, to Matt Darrish of St. Louis for his research on cartography. An enjoyable
evening for all.

‘Sunday morning after an early breakfast we all crowded into a bus for Yad Vvashem and from
there to Tel Aviv to the Diaspora Museum. At Yad Vashem we had a short tour through the
building and Hall of Names, then to the ceremony in the Hall of Rememberance. This is a
very large room with openings near the ceilirng around two sides through which the birds
came and went freely, singing and creating a feeling of renewed life.

On the floor below the railing behind which we had to.stand, left of center, was the eter-
nal light for the dead of the holocaust. A cantor and three chosen participants came in
and went to stand by the light. As the cantor intoned the prayer I had a distinct feeling



of distant sounds like moaning, grieving, low and subtle, while at the same time birds
were singing in the rafters. It continued thoughout the kadish prayer of which our three
members each said a portion. A very moving and impressive experience for all and for me

a very emotional one, in that great stark, silent, tomblike hall ( I lost my maternal
grandmother, aunts and uncles and cousins named legion).

We leftin-a subdued manner. ’

And back on the bus for the Diaspora Museum where we were warmly greeted and served re-
freshments, coffee, tea, pastries (no wonder I gained 8 pounds). We were given a guided
tour of the museum and found it just as interesting this time around as on my first visit,
especially the room with slides of portraits of world famous people from many lands, both
ancient and modern, who are Jews.

Here I must inject, apropos Dr. Goodman's talk on Jewish genetics, looking at the special
exhibit in a room on the ground floor,of an ancient Jewish community in China, showing
the rabbi, his family and other families and the interior of the synagogue, all loooked
like native Chinese. There are today many Jews living in China - and they cant believe
the white man is also a Jew.

Now we are back in the auditorium,after a hasty lunch, for the computer illumination.
While it is in working order it will be many years before the many families who wish to
be included can be accepted. For now the criteria is to accept the genealogy that includes
8 generations and a famous individual.

Dr. Goodman explained and displayed on a huge screen exactly how it works, its benefits
and its usefulness to genealogists. It can find relationships between families. Print-
outs will be available to the world. All very exciting and worthwhile, but my impression
is that it will be a program for the "elite" of Jewish society, rather than the general
public, or at least certainly not for many years to come.

So in the last analysis we may have to resort to obtaining our own personal computers

or belonging to a genealogical society owning one for the use of its members. And this
might be the best method since we are here and the other, perhaps more exciting computer,
is in Diaspora Museum in Tel Aviv. _ _

In retrospect, overall, for me personally, it was a very gratifying experience -although
my own genealogical findings were small, but exciting, like the listing in one Nefus, or
Turkish Mukhtars record,in Hebrew,of a Greengard family in 1890 including children. And
at the Search Bureau Batya had unearthed another son born 1897, died 1957 in Tel Aviv.
The credit however must go to Alex Friedlander who discovered and then xeroxed this page
while doing research on his own ancestors.

Enjoyed the company, found the sessions stimulating, but as at all seminars, there was
too much at the same time, but then you have to please all the people all of the time but
- differently! Very glad I went.



MEMBERS FORUM

Peter S. Tannen

In the June newsletter two members of our society wrote that they would like to see more
than two meetings per year. I also agree that IDEALLY I would like to see more than two
meetings, IF THERE ARE MEMBERS WHO ARE WILLING TO DD WORK OF ORGANIZING THESE MEETINGS.
Mrs. Kirshenbaum writes to"deplore the fact that the society seems to be drifting toward
a slow and premature death". Well I deplore the fact that there are only a few members
who are willing to step forward to work for the society and organize meetings, after re-
peated requests for help. If the rest of our membership is simply content to sit back and
wait for a meeting to occur as if by magic then I, for one would recommend a quick and
timely death for the society.

I too had hopes for our society when I joined. I was one of the few people who devoted
quite a bit of my time (in addition to my full-time job) to the society because I enjoyed
doing it and because I had hopes for the society. I established and edited (ie: wrote
almost all of ) our newsletter, set up and have continued to maintain our mailing list,
served as official treasurer and then as unofficial treasurer (since I formally resigned
but no one was willing to come forth to fill this position) attended board meetings and
answered and made many phone-calls concerning the society. As for meetings, I organized
and arranged for speakers at two of our best attended meetings (at which Rabbi Malcolm
Stern and steve Siegel spoke) However when I noticed that I was doing a disproprtionately
large share of the work and that our core group of workers (including Carolyn Sherfy,
Martha Wise and Joan Simms) was not getting any larger it was no longer fun and I had got-
ten burned out.

Looking back at thecurrent state of our society, I agree with Mrs. Rafael that if we were
"connected with a national agency or sponsoring institution" we might have a better chance
of survival. Affiliation with the Californaia Genealogical Society has been proposed and

I support that suggestion.

In summary I feel that a group such as ours is a worthwhile one. IF its members are will-
ing to help run it. For those of you out ther who want meetings or dont like the current
status of 'the society, please get off your tuchis, stop complaining, and offer to do
something constructive.

Martha L. Wise’ .

I had not planned to put anything into this column myself however I feel it necessary to
say that I for one will fight tooth and nail against any consolidation with CGS. I am a
member -of CGS myself and certainly have nothing against it but were we to join it in my
opinion we would simply disappear. It may look expedient but it has always been my exper-
ience that expediency is a poor policy by and large. It is settling for half a loaf rather
than fighting for a whole one. I wont go into my ideas on what went wrong but at least
part of it was an attempt to please everyone. That cant be done as everyone knows.

FAMILY FINDER

No requests were received for this isssue. Vacation presumably. The column will reappear
in the next issue.

MISCELLANEOUS

We have been asked what we charge for the newsletter for out of state people who obviously
cannot attend meetings. The answer is that we have decided on $10.00 as a fair sum. As
editor I must say I am flattered, surprised too.

We have also been asked about using the family finder. For those who are not members it
will be $2.50. Obviously they will be requested to keep their ads within bounds. About

75 words at most not including name,address and phone number.

For the members forum we request no more than 100 to 150 words at most.

The hdlidays will be in only a few week. We wish you all a very happy New Year.



	061_Aug_1984_Page_1
	062_Aug_1984_Page_2
	063_Aug_1984_Page_3
	064_Aug_1984_Page_4
	065_Aug_1984_Page_5
	066_Aug_1984_Page_6
	067_Aug_1984_Page_7
	068_Aug_1984_Page_8
	069_Aug_1984_Page_9

