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History, Here and Now: SFPL Resources 
 

San Francisco Public Library’s SF History Center provides a wealth of online and in person 
research resources. Here are a few that we will share with you during this workshop. If you 
are using an online PDF of this document, click an image to go directly to the site. 
 

General San Francisco History Resources: 
 

SFPL’s SF History Center, sfpl.org/sfhistory 

 
 
San Francisco Chronicle Historical, 1865-Present, sfpl.org/emags then choose San 
Francisco Chronicle (you’ll need your SFPL card and PIN if not using an SFPL computer) 

  

 
 
California Digital Newspaper Collection, cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc 
San Francisco Call, Apr. 1890- Feb. 1913, Daily Alta California, 1849-1891 
The Elevator, African-American newspaper published in San Francisco, 1865-1898 
Others published in San Francisco and other California communities 
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Chronicling America, chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 
The Library of Congress Historic American Newspapers site, 1690-present 

 
 
Online Archive of California, List of collections held at institutions throughout CA 
San Francisco History Center Vertical (Ephemera) Files, sfpl.org/sfhistory 

    
 

SFPL at Online Archive of California (OAC) 

 
 

SFPL subject listings, not digitized items SFPL biography listings, not digitized items 
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SFPL at Internet Archive, archive.org/details/sanfranciscopubliclibrary 

 
 
sfpl.org catalog has links to our digitized materials at Internet Archive 
Digitized Materials include: 

 Municipal Reports 
 San Francisco city directories, 1850-1987 
 Books on the History of California Counties 
 Early San Francisco Periodicals 
 San Francisco Blue Book 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: 
1907 City and County of 
San Francisco Financial 
Statement/General Report 
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San Francisco Historical Photograph Collection, sfpl.org/sfhistory 

 
 
David Rumsey Map Collection, Provides SF Aerial Photos owned by SFPL, 1938 
davidrumsey.com then search for San Francisco Aerial Views. 1937-1938 

  
 
JSTOR, jstor.org 
History articles from sources such as the California Historical Society Quarterly 

 
 
 
 

Other Resources: 
 

FoundSF, foundsf.org 

 
 

OpenSFHistory, opensfhistory.org 

 



Handcrafted by Jeff Thomas & Brian Castagne, jeff.thomas@sfpl.org, brian.castagne@sfpl.org, San Francisco Public Library, sfpl.org, (415) 557-4388, 
Updated Oct. 12, 2018. Use what you like for non-profit purposes (but give us a little credit & share any improvements you make with us & other non-profits). 

Resources for Building and House Research: 
 
SFPL’s Online Guide, How to Research a SF Building, sfpl.org/sfhistory 

 
 
Spring Valley Water Company Records, sfpl.org/sfhistory 
1861-1930s on microfilm and online  
Contains the date a water connection was first made for a structure and the name of the 
applicant (owner/contractor/developer). Dates may reflect the beginning of construction, the 
beginning of occupancy, or the date water was provided to an existing structure. 
Connections are recorded alphabetically by street name. 

 
 
1861-1930s microfilm (SFHC) and most volumes online, archive.org 
Contains the date a water connection was first made for a structure and the name of the 
applicant (owner/contractor/developer.) Dates may reflect the beginning of construction, the 
beginning of occupancy, or the date water was provided to an existing structure. 
Connections recorded alphabetically by street name. 
 
SF City Directories, sfpl.org/sfhistory 

 
 
Sanborn Map Company Fire Insurance Maps, 
sfpl.org> Articles and Databases> Sanborn Maps California 
Maps show the presence and footprint of a building, its construction materials, and use.  
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David Rumsey Map Collection, 1905 Sanborn Maps 
davidrumsey.com then search San Francisco Insurance Maps (or similar) 

 
 
San Francisco Property Information Map, propertymap.sfplanning.org 
San Francisco Planning Department website 

 
 
 

Genealogy: 
 
Ancestry.com, sfpl.org> Articles and Databases> Ancestry 
Ancestry.com is only available at a SFPL locations 

 
 

HeritageQuest Online, sfpl.org> Articles and Databases> HeritageQuest 
Includes census records and other resources, currently, only available at SFPL locations 

 
 
San Francisco Blue Book, 1888-1931, 
internetarchive.org then search for San Francisco Blue Book 

 
 
Family Search, familysearch.org, Register for free account to access records 

 


